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LOVE ONE ANOTHER: THE NEW COMMANDMENT  

 

Read John 13.   

A personal story of the church operating at its best when our 

son was born 2 months prem, and was critically sick.   

Needless to say this was a very stressful time for us..  Our 

church and family were praying.     But we found there were 

people around NZ and overseas who were also praying.   A 

Christian lady we knew in Hamilton  and a Christian nurse on 

the ward took Ros under their wing at an incredibly difficult 

time for her.    Later on, a few years later after another tough 

medical time in Taupo with our son,  a stranger in Tauranga 

shouted us to the Gold Coast as family.      This was the 

church operating at its best.    

History has many examples of church at its best.    Missions, 

hospitals, schools, orphanages, and relief agencies  work  

often in  the toughest and poorest places on earth.   People 

have served sacrificially and there are stories of this in every 

century for 2000 years.    

But unfortunately we all know the church can also be a not 

very nice place.       It can be a place of gossip, of judgment, 

and argument.     Christians complain about the music,  the 

pastor, and the youth ministry.   History also shows the 

church at its worst, where it has brutalized and tortured 

people and done horrendous things in the name of Christ.    

When Christ came, he came to embody God.   He came to 

earth to show us what God is like.     He came in human form 

to reveal God to us.   When he left, we became his 

embodiment.   That is why the church is called Christ’s body.     

We are to embody Christ to those on earth.    The success of 

the church depends on one thing; not fancy buildings,  great 

preaching,   creative programs or cutting edge evangelism.   

The success of the church is dependent on one thing: our 

mutual love for one another     Without this everything else is 

useless.     

Christ loved the church into existence.   Jesus said to the 

Pharisee, the Samaritan, the leper and the prostitute, you are 

my body.   You are to work together, and the thing that binds 

you together is my love for you.  Each of you have been 

recipients of my love.  And now because of this, you are to 

love one another.   This love crosses the barriers of race, 

class, status, political affiliation and your views of mandates.  

The question is how do we do this?    What does it mean to 

love one another?    Across the New Testament we find the 

“one another” commands  that  unpack the new command.     

Foundational to our success as a church is our ability to love 

one another.     This is the witness to the community at large - 

how well we love one another.    

This command to love one another is based on the fact that 

we are loved by God.      (1 John 4:7–12, NLT)    It is because 

we have been so loved by God that we are to love.  We have   

experienced it.   

In  Chapter 13  where we find this command we can see 3 

things that form the context of this and  help explain it.        

# 1   Washing the disciples’ feet.       People walked 

everywhere on dusty roads so when you came in, a servant 

would wash your feet.  This was expected but also considered 

the most lowly of jobs.  None of the disciples were willing to 

do it, because to do so would be putting themselves at the 

bottom of the pecking order.     There is no real social 

equivalent today.   

Jesus said, actually to be a leader in the church you need to 

be a servant.  This is the exact opposite of power that we see 

normally in secular leadership.  Jesus loved his disciples by 

serving them -doing the menial job that needed doing but no 

one really wanted to do – loving them selflessly.  

Lots of people serve around the church – counting money, 
cleaning, maintenance, data and sound,  welcoming and 
serving tea.   These are all jobs that need doing, and in doing 
them faithfully they are loving us.   
 
Jesus washing the feet of the disciples’ points to a greater 

love, that of washing our sins away.    That is what the 

comment to Peter is about.  He is pointing to baptism and   

baptism is pointing to us being washed by the blood of Jesus.   

Jesus says,    Look if I am Master  and I am washing your feet   

and you are follower of mine,  then serving can never be 

below you.   You can’t take the high ground.   You are not 

greater than me.   So if I do the menial jobs to show my love 

for you,  then it needs to be part of who you are.   Jesus is still 

serving us selflessly by praying for us continually.  

# 2   Jesus impending death.  This is happening at the last 

supper, the forerunner of communion.    None of us can 

grasp  the depth of the love of God and what he has done on 

the cross.    The best illustrations I ever heard was this.   

Imagine a house fly. Flies are annoying, dirty things.  Would 

you be willing to give up your life for this fly?  In fact, could 

you love this fly enough that you would give up your life to 

become a fly. And remain a fly. Fully human and fully a fly.     

Forever.  No one in their right mind would do that.  The gap 

between us and a fly is less the gap between us and God.        

I could not love flies enough to die for a fly, or even all the 

flies in the  world.   We all know flies are dirty things.    

Compared to God we too are dirty with sin, selfishness.   God 

became human, entered our world, lived among us, died a 

terrible death and is now with the father.    Both fully human 

still and God.   That is the depth of his love.   

I grew up learning that God loved me.     But I never truly 

grasped what that love meant until I experienced a time of 

depression when I was 21, and then again 20 years later.    



 

 

Both times, in the depth of my blackness, and brokenness, 

God profoundly met me and showed me his love.     I have 

also experienced his love through the love of others and from 

some moments when I have been profoundly aware of his 

presence.   When I think of the love of God, these are the 

times I think of.       Otherwise, it is an abstract concept.  I can 

read about it in passages like Romans 8:31 -39.   But I need to 

experience it too.    

As I have got older I am more aware of just how sinful I am:     

how deceitful my heart is, how impure my motives are, how 

selfish even my most loving acts can be.  It is hard to grasp 

just the depth of what God has done.   That I am washed 

clean.   That I am a child of the father   That I am promised an 

eternal future with him   I can barely grasp any of this.  He 

has loved me   us sacrificially and that is how we are to love 

others. 

#3 The disciple’s betrayal.  All the disciples desert Jesus at his 

crucifixion.   Judas betrays Jesus.   Peter denies Him.   Jesus 

had lived and worked with the disciples for 3 years.   So, he 

knew them really well.  He knew their weaknesses and 

failings and flaws.        Equally of course the disciples had lived 

with Jesus.   They had travelled with him.   They had seen him 

when he was tired.   They had seen how he interacted with 

people.  They had seen his miracles – they had front row 

seats to Jesus calming a storm, to raising Lazarus from the 

dead, and from healing the blind man.  

Jesus loved Judas.   He was respected.  He had been given the 

responsibility to look after the finances of the disciples.    It 

says here that Jesus passed him the bread.    All would have 

been reclining around a U shaped table.  We read the 

beloved disciple – assumed to be John asks Jesus who it is.  

When Jesus handed Judas the bread he had to have been 

close to Jesus.    That means he was right near the top of the 

table, in a respected position.      We don’t know when Jesus 

knew that Judas was going to betray him, but at this point he 

knew.      He also knew that Peter   was going to deny him. 

Jesus loved the disciples despite their sin and failures.   He 

had poured his life into them and yet they would not stand 

with him at his darkest hour.  It’s pretty hurtful when we are 

going through a crisis of some kind, and those we think are 

closest to us are not there.  It is hard to let go of that.      

Jesus’ love is one of understanding and forgiveness.   

Love one another as I have loved you.   Jesus loved the 

disciples selflessly,   humbly serving them    He loves us now 

selflessly as he is continue prayer for us before the Father.   

Jesus loved the disciples sacrificially, laying down his life for 

them as he has done for us.      His love cost him dearly. Jesus 

loved the disciples with forgiveness and understanding as 

they betrayed him and let him down.  He does the same for 

us as we ignore him and deny him and hurt him by our 

actions.    

Love one another as I have loved you.        We can’t really 

obey this command until we can in some way grasp just how 

much God loves.    We can’t manufacture a love for one 

another.   It has to come out of our experience of the love of 

God.      God has shown us his love.   While we were still his 

enemies, he died for us.    He did not wait for us to come to 

him.     He didn’t say: well, I am not going to love them until 

they show me some gratitude.  He took the initiative.   

I think our prayer should be.   God reveal to my heart how 

much you love me.   Not just me head.    But my heart.  Some 

of us  don’t feel worthy of the love of God.,  deep down we 

have a performance criteria that thinks how could God 

possibly love me.  We need a fresh experience of the depth 

of the love of God.   Some of us  feel that maybe we have 

earnt God’s love  just a bit and that deep down God loves us  

because of what we have done.   We  need a fresh experience 

of God’s holiness, of  just how far from God we are and how 

broken we really are.   

Jesus said the person who is forgiven little loves only a little.    

Luke 7:47.    I think we all need a fresh revelation of both our 

need for the love of God    And the love of God.   We need to 

meditate afresh on the cross, and the Word, and seek him till 

we truly grasp the greatness of the love of God  for us.         

Only then can we truly love our brothers and sisters.   

Paul’s prayer needs to be ours.     “And may you have the 

power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, 

how long, how high, and how deep his love is. May you 

experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to 

understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the 

fullness of life and power that comes from God.” (Ephesians 

3:18–19, NLT) 
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R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

#  Share some experiences in which you have seen the church 
 at its best and at its worst? 
#  Think of concrete examples of how the church can be the 
 body of Christ in the world. 
#   What are the things that divide church today? 
#    Discus the statement.  The success of the church today is 
 dependant on one thing: it’s ability to love one 
 another.   Do you think this is true for Central?  
 

The context of the command to love one another is Jesus 
washing the disciples’ feet, his impending death on the cross 
and his betrayal. They all show how Jesus loved the disciples. 
    

#   What are some examples of “foot washing” in our 
 context? 
#   What leaders or people do you know who model servant 
 leadership or humble service? 
#    How have you experienced the love of God – not just as a 
 head thing, but at a heart level?    
#    Do you think Jesus really loved Judas?    What can we 
 learn about love from how Jesus dealt with the 
 disciples – Judas betrayal, Peter’s denial and the 
 disciples fleeing? 
#  If we can truly only love others because of the love  we 
 have received from God, how can we grow in our 
 experience and understanding of that love?    
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