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 WELCOME ONE ANOTHER: THE NEW COMMANDMENT   

 

One of the staff told me a story the other day.   They had 

been talking to someone who has started coming to our 

church with their family.     They had been looking around  at 

different churches, and eventually they decided they would 

come to Central.  But they said by far and away we were the 

least welcoming church.     Ouch.     

Today  we look at one of the most basic of the one another 

commands.    “Welcome one another, as Christ has 

welcomed you. “      Romans 15:7.     Or many translations use 

the term   “accept one another.”     I will come back to the 

context of this scripture in a bit.    

We have tremendous power to either accept or reject 

people.         Acceptance is incredibly powerful.     

The story of the Elephant Man (Joseph Merrick) a severely 

deformed man,  and his reaction to a woman smiling and 

shaking his hand.  Most of us don’t struggle with the kinds of 

issues that Joseph did.   But we all feel like Joseph at some 

point in our lives - longing to be accepted and welcomed.      

It is a deep need that we all have.    And because of this need, 

we often put up a mask and pretend to be someone we are 

not.    We change how we are depending on the social 

situation we are in.        

The command  to welcome or accept one another is found is 

Romans 15:7      The context is that of conflict in the Roman 

church.    Most meat that you could buy at the market had 

first been offered to the idols as a sacrifice.   So some Roman 

Christians would not eat that meat.    Other Christians argued 

that meat is meat, and there was nothing wrong with it.   

They saw the others as legalistic and weak in their faith.   So 

both groups were judging the other and ripping into each 

other with real offence between both groups.    Paul says that 

actually even if you believe you are right,   we are not to do 

stuff that will cause others offence.    

Inherently this “accept one another”  command relates to 

those who are different  from ourselves.       They have 

different theology, different world view, different culture.  

The command only makes sense with people who are 

different from ourselves.     

Jesus talked about this in Matthew 5:46–48.     Of course, we 

welcome  people who are like us.    Everybody does that.  In 

Luke 14:12–14 he says something similar.   He says we are to 

go out of our way to accept into our circle those who are 

different from ourselves, esp. those who are the socially 

difficult or those who would not normally be invited and 

welcomed in.    

Story.    Patrons of a diner leaving when the owner would not 
let a homeless person stay in out of cold.      Shouldn’t we 
share the sentiments of that man – “If she’s not welcome, 
then I’m not welcome”?    Everyone should matter to us and 
everyone should be welcome to come among us at church. 

When Jesus talked to the Samaritan woman he accepted her 

as she was.   Despite the cultural  code,  and race and her 

living status.     When Jesus allowed the woman to anoint his 

feet with oil,   he was accepting her despite the criticism he 

got.   When Jesus dealt with the woman in adultery, he did so 

with compassion and love, not judgement and 

condemnation.    

People say well if we accept people we are accepting their 

behaviour and we  can’t do that.   But the fact is that Jesus 

accepted us as sinners.    He did not accept us when we got 

our act together.      To truly accept people we have to deal 

with our prejudices and judgmental attitudes 

 It should not matter who they are, where they are from or 

what they have done,   It should not matter if they are rich or 

poor educated or uneducated.    It should not matter the 

colour of their skin or the country they are from or their 

culture.   It should not matter what they look like, or if they 

are handicapped or if they are tattooed or pieced.   It should 

not matter if they are addicts or  alcoholics or been in prison.     

It should not matter if they have different beliefs than us 

especially on issues that are not central to our faith.     Which 

are most things Christians argue about.    

We need to stop judging people says Paul, in Romas 14 -15.  .    

God will sort them out if he needs to.      There is a place to 

bring correction.   There is a place to point out sin.   But if it is 

to be of any value, it has to be in the context of love and 

acceptance.    It is only when we are truly accepted for who 

we really are, that we can begin to experience healing.     The 

fact is that we cannot convict and change people.   Only God 

can.     

The command to accept one another is based on how Christ 
has accepted us.     How has Christ accepted us? 

Accepted us with joy.        Luke 15:3.    When the shepherd 
finds the lost sheep, he called his friends and had a party. 
Jesus said there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner 
who repents and returns to God that over 99 who have not 
strayed.   

Accepted us despite our sin.      Romans 5:8.   God showed his 
great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were 
still sinners.   That is acceptance.     Paul says in 1 Timothy 
1:15.    Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners and I 
am the worst of them all.     

Jesus accepted you impartially.      Romans 2:11  For God does 
not show favouritism.    He does not favour any group of 
people  over another.    Anyone who is thirsty said Jesus can 
come to me and drink.   Anyone.       The rapist.   The 
homeless.    The millionaire.     The LGBTQi community.   
Anyone can come to Jesus and drink.       He accepts us as we 
are.   Then he changes us.      

 



 

Jesus accepted us to God’s glory.    The verses either side of 

verse 7 speak of God’s glory.      (Romans 15:5–9, NLT)  When 

Jesus accepted us it bought glory to God.       When the 

church accepts one another, it brings glory to God.    How we 

treat one another brings glory to God.     

Story.   Jewish  boy in small Polish village after his own family 

was shot by the Nazis.          Recognizing him as one of the 

Jewish boys marked for death, he was turned away at house 

after house, because the people were afraid of getting into 

trouble with the Nazis.   Then something inside seemed to 

guide him to say something that was very strange for a 

Jewish boy to say.  When the next family answered the door, 

they heard the boy say, “Don’t you recognize me?  I am the 

Jesus; you say you love!”     After a poignant pause, the 

woman who stood in the doorway swept him into her arms 

and kissed him.  From that day on, the members of that 

family cared for that boy is if he was one of their own.    

That is a radical story of acceptance.    Based on the story 

that I told at the beginning of the sermon, it seems we have a 

fair bit of growing to do when it comes to this command.    I 

know this family.   They look very similar to many of you.   

They have very similar beliefs to many of you.      For most of 

us there would be very few differences to overcome which 

worries me deeply.   Because if this family struggled to feel 

welcome, how about our brothers and sisters from different 

countries?   Or our brother and sisters who have different 

beliefs to us   - different political view, or view on how to 

raise a family or views on end times?    Or how about those 

who are leading lifestyles that we believe are wrong?   How 

will they feel welcomed and accepted here?  

The longer we are in a place, the less attuned we to what it is 

like to being an outsider.      All Christian groups becomes 

ingrown and exclusive over time.       We naturally want to 

spend time with those we know over coffee on Sunday.  We 

feel like we  don’t have the time or energy  to include new 

people.      Even in church the ordinary, the quiet, the elderly 

and odd are often left alone, like the lepers of Jesus day.      

Building places like the Hub will not make us more welcoming 

because it starts with an attitude.    It starts with a 

determination to look out for those on their own.     

There  is another one another command that I have never 

heard a sermon on.    Greet one another with a holy kiss.    

Romans 16:16.   I suppose the equivalent today might be with 

a hug.     I realize this is fraught with problems, esp. with 

people we don’t know.   Hugs can be intrusive and abusive in 

the wrong context.   But the point of Paul’s command behind 

the cultural practise is to relate to one another in warmth.     

Sometimes just a warm friendly smile from someone who 

remembers our name means  the difference between feeling  

accepted or not. 
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R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

#  Why is the welcome or accept command fundamental to 

all the others and the overall love one another command?  

#  Recall a time when you felt an outsider.    What did it feel 

like?   How did you react?   What helped you overcome it? 

#  How do we grow in our ability to welcome people at 

Central who are  culturally different from ourselves? 

#  What sorts of people do you think  are more likely to  feel  

less welcomed and accepted at Central?   

#  The context of Romans 15:7 is different views around 

eating meat dedicated to idols.   How do you suspect the two 

groups treated each other?    What are some of the issues 

that divide Christians today?    Do we act in the same way as 

the Romans did? 

#  Sometime people believe if we accept people who are 

leading sinful lives, we are condoning their sin.  Discuss this.          

How do you think we at Central would react if a gay couple , 

or a transgender person started attending?    How do we 

balance grace and truth?   

#  Together  make a list  of actions you ( not “the church”)  

could take to put this command into action at Central.    

Make sure the actions are specific and measurable.    Once 

you have made your list, commit individually to put one 

action into practise and   then hold each other accountable 

over the next weeks to actually doing it.     
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