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LOVE ONE ANOTHER: SERVE ONE ANOTHER  

 

Read  Galatians 5:13-15 
 
This passage is written in the context of divisions within the 
church     The division was over whether new believers 
needed to still follow the Jewish  code of law.    Part of the 
code was the need for males to be circumcised.       Paul has 
spent much of this book saying that the requirement of the  
OT law has been fulfilled in Jesus.     The Law condemns us 
because we have all broken it.    But it does not provide the 
solution.    That solution was found in Jesus Christ.     He lived 
a perfect life.      So we are free from the condemnation of 
the law,.       
 
Paul realized that this teaching could lead to people saying.   
Great, I am free, so now I can do whatever I want.   Jesus 
death has freed me from any obligation except to myself. 
So he is saying.   “ You are free, and that freedom should lead 
you to serve one another.     You are not free just to satisfy 
your own selfish sinful  lustful desires.       It is a freedom  to 
serve one another in love. “      In fact the whole law can be 
summoned up with the command.   Love your neighbour as 
yourself   
 
Serving comes out of a heart attitude   Serving comes out of 
a grateful heart.      If someone saved your life, you would 
want to express your gratitude in some way.  If you saw they 
needed their car washed, you would wash it because you are 
so grateful for what they have done.    
 It comes from a heart attitude of humility where we don’t 
think we are better than others.   Jesus humbled himself in 
coming to earth and dying a criminals death.   Jesus humbled 
himself  and did the job that no one else wanted to do  - 
washing the disciples feet.        You are never more Christlike 
than when you are serving.   
 
Serving requires sacrifice    The problem with serving is that 
it runs into our selfishness.       We selfishly want to use our 
time for ourselves.   We want to use our money for ourselves.   
We want to use our skills to advance ourselves.   But 
inevitably serving will mean using our time for others.    It will 
mean using our money to help people other than ourselves.    
It will mean using our expertise and get nothing in return.       
There is an inherent selfishness within us that resists serving 
others, because we not only get nothing for it, but it actually 
costs us.     
 
If you want to follow me, said Jesus you must take up your 
cross.   This means voluntarily laying down your life     Service 
is costly.     There is a cost to following Jesus and it cuts across 
our selfishness. 
 
Many don’t want to serve except to serve themselves. But we 
all serve something. Some serve the idols of money and 
materialism. Some serve the idols of addictions. Some serve 
the idols of entertainment. Some serve gods made in their 
own image. We are called to remind people that God has 
created us to serve Him. We are to follow Jesus in serving 
others by pouring into life rather taking from it. 
 

Serving is leadership     The discussion among the disciples 
was who was the greatest.     It’s the thirst for power and 
control.      I am sure we have all been in places where the 
person in the leadership role loves to boss people around.       
 
Choose a  person to lead who serves.   Who is not seeking 
leadership but who gets stuck in and does what needs doing.   
Someone who doesn’t say.   Well that is not my job.    
 
Serving from wrong motivation    Sometimes we can be 
involved in serving in lots of ways, subconsciously thinking we 
are earning our way to heaven.   We serve God as a kind of 
bargaining chip.   Sometimes we serve because we are 
seeking others approval.   We   desperately want others to 
notice.  We want the pastor to notice, or other people to 
notice.        We  are doing it so that others will think we are a 
good person. 
 
The best way to test this is to do something that no one will 
notice and see what is happening in our heart.   Will I be 
happy if no one ever finds out what I have done.   Sometimes 
we can serve others out of guilt or fear.      We are not doing 
it willingly but we fear what they might say if we don’t do it.   
Or we do it because someone has guilted us into doing it.       
 
When we neither need peoples praise or fear their reaction, 
then we can truly serve people freely.    
 
Serving who?       # Other believers    Heap  of ways we can 
serve one another.     Many people serve us on by the 
different teams they are on; cleaning, welcoming, money 
counting, maintenance etc.  We serve other believers when 
we use our gifts.     When we use that gift, we are serving 
others.   Gifts are not about us, but others.   
 
#  Our Spouses.     By going the extra mile.  Helping them 
when they are under pressure.   Doing something they don’t 
like.       Encouraging them.    Alan Meyer,   Valiant Man has a 
definition of headship within marriage.   “The head is the one 
who gets to die first “    
 
# Those in need.     The story of the Good Samaritan defines 
our neighbour as anyone in need.    The points is remade in 
the story of the sheep and the goats.     It was the sick, the 
hungry and those in prison who Jesus so identified with that 
he said if you do anything for them it is as if you are serving 
Jesus himself.     That is a remarkable statement.     Those 
who are neglected and forgotten in society are the ones who 
Jesus identifies with.  
 
#  Your Work place       We can serve others  by helping 
others, doing the jobs others don’t want to do, praying for 
workmates etc    
 
#  The Community.     By praying for the city.    Soaking our 
city in prayer.   By serving those in different agencies.    
By being a blessing     what we do in  Serve the City.    By 
being a good neighbour By helping at school 
 



 

Actually the Bible makes clear, whoever we serve, we are not 
really serving the person or the church or an organization , or 
a boss.   We are serving the Lord.      And when we grasp this,   
it totally changes things.   Col 3:23   Eph 6:7  
 
The danger of burnout    Some of you probably listening to 
this and thinking.     How do I find time to do all this stuff?   I 
am working full time, family,   feel like  I am rushing around 
like a headless chook as it is.    I am so busy I don’t have time 
for all this stuff.   I just need some me time.   And the reality 
is in todays world, time if probably the most precious 
resource we have.     We can get so busy doing  stuff – good 
stuff – that we can burn out.   In our service to others we can 
neglect our family.    In our service to other believers, we can 
lose God.   In our service to those in need, we can forget 
everything else. 
Esp. this is an issue if our service is being driven by an inner 
motivation that is not of God. 
Esp. an issue with we have a spiritual gift of compassion and 
strong empathy.    
 
#   if service is the practical way that we work out our love for 
one another,  it has to be held in tension with the other 
command.   Love God.          So we can be so busy doing stuff 
that we loose relationship with God.   Listening to God.  
Worshipping God.   Reading his word.   Sitting quietly in his 
presence      
Our love for others, our practical service for others comes out 
of relationship with God.        
#  We need to love our neighbour as ourselves.   So if we run 
ourselves into the ground and neglect ourselves, then we are 
no good to anyone.    We can’t meet everyone’s needs all the 
time.   
#   Serving others needs to be seen in the context of 
community.     What a group of people in community can 
achieve is far more than what one person on their own can 
do.    
#  How we serve will depend on the season in our life.      
There will be seasons in our life where we have more time or 
money that others.     We serve with what God has given us in 
that season .    It is OK to say no to an opportunity to serve.   
 
 
What are some ways we can put this sermon into practice in 
our lives? 
Think about how you could serve at home.    Think about how 
you could serve in your workplace.    Think about how you 
could serve here at church.   What are the tough jobs that 
need doing.   
 
You won’t be in front of the church, and you may never be 
recognized this side of eternity, but you have it on the 
authority of Jesus Himself that He’ll consider you GREAT, for 
He said in Mark 10:43b – “…whosoever will be great among 
you must be your servant.” 
 
Find a ministry where you can help advance the kingdom.    
Find your gifting and use it.   
 
The  challenge to us all  is to be a servant; be a servant; BE A 
SERVANT!  
 

Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “Everybody can be great... 
because anybody can serve. You don’t have to have a 
college degree to serve. You don’t have to make your 
subject and verb agree to serve. You only need a heart full 
of grace. A soul generated by love.” 
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R E FL E C T I O N +  D I SC U S S I O N  

#  If serving comes from a heart of gratitude for what God has 
 done, how do we cultivate that heart attitude? 
 
#  We live in a me centred, rights focussed culture.    How do 
 we  counter our inherent selfishness?  What does it 
 really mean to “take up ones cross?”   How we 
 react to this idea?    
 
# Can you think of a time when you have served with a wrong 
 motivation,  or served but inside have been 
 grumbling?   
 
# How do we respond to the needs of the community without 
 being overwhelmed? 
 
# Talk about how a servant attitude might be expressed with 
concrete examples 
 At home 
 At work 
 In the community 
 In the church 
 
#  How do we get the balance between loving God and loving 
 others? What happens when we get it wrong?   Can 
 we focus too much on prayer, worship etc and not 
 enough on loving others?   Can we love people and 
 neglect God? 
 
#  How can servanthood become our default setting in all we 
 do? 
 
# What do you need to do this week as a result of this 
 message? 
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