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1 PETER 4: 7-11 

 

T Peter tells us that 7 The end of all things is near.  

The Bible refers to the second coming and the return of 

Jesus 1,845 times. 

This can be seen as either a positive thing or negative 

thing. 

The Positive side is that God will return – When he 

does, all the bad stuff will come to an end, no more 

sickness, death, sadness, hurt, think of anything bad.  

All of it gone 

For the people Peter was writing to this was huge 

encouragement, they were being persecuted left, right 

and centre. This is a reminder that the trials and hurt 

and whatever bad stuff you’re going through, it will 

end. 

The down side of this is that while this talks about the 

big picture, it also points to our own mortality. We are 

not here forever. At some stage we will pass on from 

this life. 

This can be a scary and confronting thought. 

Be Serious and discipline yourself for the sake of your 

prayer.  

When hearing that the End is near, it’s easy to say Yolo 

(You only live once) and use it as an excuse to do 

whatever we feel like. 

Peter want’s us to take life seriously though and 

remember not to not get frantic, or distracted.   

We get busy chasing that dream of whatever, having 

that next big house, promotion at work, nice car. But 

when this happens, it get’s in the way of our 

relationship with God. Remember what is truly 

important. 

If you’re wondering what is important, Peter gives us 

the answer. 

8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love 

covers over a multitude of sins.  

This is the most important thing. Above All LOVE each 

other. Not Like or Tolerate or give each other a thumbs 

up. LOVE each other. Because if we are to do anything 

else together, we need to get this right. because love 

covers over a multitude of sins.  

I’d argue that Love stops you getting in trouble in the 

first place.  

If I had had a Loving relationship with the lad whose 

blazer I cut, they may have forgiven me. Love makes it 

easier to overlook someone else’s sin towards us. If 

you’re a parent you’ll probably know what I’m talking. 

Now I cut this blazer over 6 years ago, and honestly, I 

still get mad when I talk about it. Now if that was 

someone like Jeremy and I cut his puffer, probably the 

same outcome, mum still buys a new one and I still pay 

it off, but I would probably be over it by now tbh. Love 

helps us to forgive, 

 Finally, Love is to be above all because we have 

received the greatest love. God’s love. This love which 

means that we are forgiven for our Sins. 

9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.   

Hospitality is the Glue that holds everyone and 

everything together,  

Friend groups can’t be sustained if no one wants to do 

anything for or with anyone. Businesses can’t function 

if no one enjoys working there. 

Church as a collective group literally would not have 

started if no one did hospitality. 

If a preacher went into a town, converted a couple 

people, they form in a house, meet a wee bit, share the 

gospel, and then are hostile to people that convert, 

Christianity would be over before it even started. 

We saw this happen a bit over Covid. Some Churches 

were absolutely wrecked because people had differing 

views around mandates, people stopped being nice to 

each other and we all suffered for it.  This can make or 

break church growth. 

This does not mean you have to throw a lunch each 

week after church, It is as easy as asking someone how 

their day was, or catching up with someone for coffee 

during the week.  

Hospitality is creating a space where someone feels 

safe and welcome. 

10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have 

received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 

grace in its various forms.  



 

 God has given us all different skills and abilities with 

which we are to use to serve others.  

God didn’t give us our gifts to keep to ourselves and do 

nothing with.  

If anyone on the worship team kept that skill to 

themselves, we would not have worship.  

Keith decided to keep his pastoral giftings to himself, 

no one would be caring for the spiritual safety and 

health of the church. 

As Christians God has equipped us to be his 

representation in the world. That could honestly be as 

simple as having a house free to host something one 

time. Or sitting and listening to someone.  

 

Our final instruction from Peter is this. 

11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who 

speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they 

should do so with the strength God provides, so that in 

all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To 

him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. 

Amen 

Most of what we do in church can be put into two 

categories, Speaking and Serving. 

And whether we realise it or not, we do both quite 

often. But we need to make sure it comes from the 

right place. 

If Keith got up here and started preaching absolute 

nonsense, he could do some serious damage. We’ve all 

heard of Arise. Telling uni students that they must give 

their student loans to the church. That an intern’s role 

is to scrub cars and babysit whenever needed. 

Ridiculous. 

As Christians we are here to live lives that point others 

towards God. When stuff like that happens. It wrecks 

that for everyone.  

Now if this all seems pretty daunting and your not sure 

how you can be hospitable, or how to love others, or 

how to use your gifts, that’s all right. And I’d like to give 

you a step by step booklet, but God’s already done 

that.  

He sent Jesus as the perfect example of how to do 

everything we’ve just talked about. So, feel free to take 

a page from his book.  

Be Serious and discipline yourself for the sake of your 

prayer. 

Jesus Took time out of his day to connect with God – 

Easy as that. 

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers 

over a multitude of sins.  

Each Person that Jesus met, he connected with on a 

personal level, and saw past their faults – let’s try and 

do that. 

Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.  

Jesus created spaces where people felt welcome – Try 

and make someone feel welcome this week. 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 

to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in 

its various forms.  

Jesus knew his power came from God, and used it to 

help others – Use something you have (weather 

material or immaterial) to help someone 

To God be the glory and the power for ever and ever. 

Amen 
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