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                        HEBREWS CHAPTERS 7-9 

 

I was not looking forward to these chapters.    Ch 7 is all 

about Melchizedek,  interesting, but tricky to make 

relevant.   Ch 8 is all about Christ being superior to the Old 

Covenant and then Ch 9 is about the old testament worship.  

I could explain all this to you in great detail.   But I was not 

sure how I was going to make it relevant.     And then as I 

was doing some research I found on line a guy who had 

done  73 sermons on Hebrews.    73!!       

It is important to understand the context to these chapters.     

For centuries the Jews had been under what is now called 

the Old Covenant.      Century after century.    Animals had 

been offered by priests as a sacrifice for sin, first at the 

tabernacle, which was a sort of portable temple.   Then they 

had temple that Solomon built.    It got destroyed.      After 

exile they build a new one.   Herod had taken that and 

refurbished it to the current one.      But the whole system 

relied on the slaughter of animals.  So generations had 

grown up with this.      The writer is trying to help them to 

change  tradition that was thousands of years old.    

Because the Christians were getting persecuted and the  

temptation was to go back to the way things used to be.    

To the old system.      Why go with this new religion when 

you are being beaten up and attacked ?   Go back to the old 

way.     

Now we are not under in pressure to start sacrificing cats 

and dogs in the backyard.   Not a temptation.   If it is, please 

come and see me so I can refer you.     But we can be under 

pressure to revert back to our old way of life.     Before we 

encountered God.    

Ch 7.   Melchizedek   

The writer Argues that Jesus is superior to Melchizedek.    

Before this he had argued Jesus is superior to angels, to 

Moses.   But a  whole  chapter on this guy?      Who he heck 

is this character and how on earth is it relevant to me 

today.   

Melchezidic  is interesting.  Only person in the OT who has 

more written about him in the NT than the OT.   In the OT 

we have just one reference in Gen 14, and one in Ps 110 

Gen 14.   Way way back.   Time of Abraham.   Before the 

nation of Israel came into begin.     

Abram had left his homeland and settled in what is now 

nation of Israel.  Abraham and  Lot his nephew had 

separated to spread out more.    Lot had moved near the 

city of Sodom.  But Lot got caught up in a war  between two 

alliances.    King of Sodom and 4 other had been forced to 

pay taxes to this other king.     Then they got sick of that 

and rebelled.    So the other king came to do battle because 

he  wanted his taxes.   The king of Sodom lost, and the 

victorious king took all the money and food he could along 

with some of the people as captives.   Lot and his family 

were caught up in this.     Abram got together all  the men 

that were part of his extended family.   318 of them.  Very 

precise number.  He basically set of on a commando raid.   

And launched a surprise attack in the middle of the night, 

even through would have been  vastly outnumbered.      H 

managed to recover all the captives  and all his stuff that 

had been taken.  

As Abraham returned he was meet by the king of Sodom  

and the king of Salem.    Melchizedek.   Salem is considered  

to be the forerunner city of Jerusalem.           He is described 

as both a king and a priest of the Lord most high.       

Melchezidik brought him bread and wine.     (allusions here 

to future communion?? )    Melchesidki  blessed Abraham 

and  and Abraham  gave M 1/10 of all the plunder.    

That is all that we know about him.  Mysterious figure.     In 

the future the priesthood and kingship were kept totally 

separate.   A person could not be both.       

Then Mechezidic  mysteriously turns up in Ps 110.   

Prophetic psalm referring to the Messiah.    Says the 

Messiah will be a priest forever int eh line of Melchesidik.     

We are not too sure what the Jews made of this reference.    

That is all   there is in the OT until he suddenly pops up in  

Hebrews.    Ch 5 quotes Psalm 110.     At the end of Ch 6.   

we read that Jesus is our eternal High Priest in the line of 

Melchedisk.      Then we get a whole chapter on him. 

We learn some new info.  His name means both king of 

peace.   Salem means peace and King of justice or 

righteousness.   There is no record of his ancestors.    Or of 

his birth or death.        This has lead some to argue that 

Melchesidic  was an early visitation of Christ.      But this is 

an argument from absence.    It doesn’t mean he was some 

mysterious spiritual being.   We just don’t have record of 

where he came from    

The rgument is that Melchezidik  must have been greater 

than A.  A gave him a 1/10 of all he had.  And he must be 

greater because Melchezidic  gave a blessing to A.      

He compares Melchizedek  priesthood to later priesthood.      

Later Priests had to be Levi’s.     So it was based on birth.   

But they died and their priesthood was not that effective.     

So arguing the M sort if appeared out of nowhere, and in a 



 

sense his priesthood didn’t end.     Jesus has picked this up.   

Jesus was not Levi, so was not from the priestly line.     His 

human lineage is from the line of Judah.     Jesus in a sense 

just appears out of nowhere.     

Jesus is both king and priest.      We have a priest who will 

lead us to peace.     Allusions here to  the New Jerusalem.    

coming down out of heaven, ie the world to come will be a 

place of peace.       Irony here when you consider the history 

of current Jerusalem.   Over centuries huge amount of 

blood split over it.   Still a place of conflict today.  Not peace  

Btu we long for true peace    And we all long for our 

government to be one of justice and righteousness.     No 

where in the world is that the case.    Some more so than 

others. Melchesidik  is a forerunner for Jesus who is both 

king of justice and of peace.   

Key verses.   V 23 to 28 

Imagine for a minute that a person who is a world wide 

renown intercessor comes to you.   Says,   Look, God has 

put it on my heart to pray for you.     Every day.        You are 

my no 1 prayer burden.      So how can I pray for you?   

What is happening in your life at the moment.     You would 

be excited.  This is the ministry of Jesus now.     

Romans 8.   Great passage on the love of God talks of Jesus 

pleading for us before God.      1 John 1:2   talking of when 

we sin, Jesus is  interceding for us.   This is what Jesus is 

doing for us right now.    He is interceding for us before the 

throne of God.    Whatever you are going through at the 

moment, Jesus is praying for you 

Ch 8.     New Covenant is better than the old one. 

V 6.   New covenant is better, with better promises.    Old 

one  is obsolete.   

Key verses  9-12 

Old systems of animal sacrifices was only pointing to the 

future coming of Jesus.  The old system could not bring us 

into relationship with God.  It could not change our heart.  

It could not take away our sins.  Tablets of stone can’t 

transform our hearts of stone.     Laws condemn us because 

we keep breaking them.   But law does not change us.     In 

the New covenant the laws are written on our hearts.   

What is that.  To love.   To love God  and to love others.   

We are bought into a personal relationship with God.     And 

they will not need to tach their neighbors, nor will they 

teach their family. Bit confusing.     But I think it is saying.       

We have the Spirit of God within us to guide us.  Sure we 

need to tell our family about Jesus.   We need teachers and 

preachers.    But we don’t need other to tell us what to do.        

We all can seek God to guide us personally.    

I Love the phrase,   For everyone from the least to the 

greatest will already know me.     Similar to On the day of 

Pentecost, men and women, slaves and free.    Jew and 

Gentile, were filled with the spirit of God.     

It is about a personal relationship with Jesus.   And it does 

not matter who you are.    How educated you are,      How 

smart you are.   How much money you have.      How old 

you are.        Not patriarchal.     Everyone is offered a 

personal relationship with God.     Everyone has equal 

access to God to hear his voice and know his guidance.    

WE can be very quick to judge people based on external 

things.     What they look like,  how educated they are, how 

much money they have.    How they come across.   Take this 

into the church.      But radical equality here.       

And thank God we are not under the law any more.     We 

are not bound by a complex set of rules.    And yet 

somehow we want to go back  to the rules.      The rules 

give us comfort.    They are black and white and we like 

black and white. We  are so tempted to go back to rules, 

even through they don’t change us or anyone else.  And we 

want someone else to tell us what to do rather than seeking 

God for ourselves.   We very easily revert back to the old 

system of rules, priests.    But now we are all priests now.    

Ch 9   

Long description of the Old Covenant worship.   Which all 

seems a  bit weird to us, because it is not something we 

have been under or experienced.   

But the writer talks about the fact in the old system , only 

the High Priest  could enter the Holy of Holies once a year.   

this showed the fact the people could not have a personal 

relationship with God.   They were not able to enter that 

inner place.     In that old system, the sacrifice only dealt 

with the laws which did not deal with the issue of the heart.    

That is you could keep all the rules, but still not actually be 

honoring God   

The Holy place, with the lampstand,   table,  loaves  of 

bread, ark of the covenant he says was only a copy of what 

is in heaven.    Copy is not he best word because it sort of 

conjures up that there is some physical temple in heaven.     

Foreshadow or type would be better.   All the physical 

elements in the old system pointed to Jesus and what was 

to come.     Jesus entered the sanctuary in heaven and 

offered the perfect sacrifice once for all time.  The writer is 

trying to wean them off the temple.   It is but a poor 

reflection of the reality.      

Key scripture:  26-28  



 

Destined for each person to die once.        Totally refutes 

any idea of re incarnation.  Reincarnation is the idea that 

you die, and then come again , as someone else or 

something else,    live life again.        Refutes the idea that 

when we die, we just go back to being molecules and dust 

and whatever.       No, our bodies might do this, but our 

spirits face judgement.   It refutes the idea that there will 

be no justice for some people.   That rich and  powerful 

people can escape the consequence of their actions.   

The reality is we are all dying.    We might not have been 

given a diagnosis yet,       at some point in our lives a doctor 

will tell us this.    But no matter how healthy you are feeling 

now you are dying.       You have already been given a death 

sentence.     We have lost something of the holiness of God 

and so we don’t see the power of sin in our lives.      God is 

so holy, so pure so almighty that nothing impure can come 

into his presence.       So we need someone to come and 

take away the power of our sin that seperates us from God.   

And that is what Jesus sacrificial death did.       And it is 

once for all time.    This Expression is repeated a lot.    

If you have cancer,  sometimes a surgeon will operate to 

remove it.   But then sometimes they don’t get it all, and so 

they have to operate again.    And then sometimes it comes 

back  after a few years and they operate again.   The reality 

is the surgery is not always effective.       The death of Jesus 

was totally effective.   Completely and utterly effective.   

Ridding us of the cancer of sin.   

Imagine if there was a pill that you could take that would 

remove all pain.    Once and for all time.      Would you take 

it?     How much would be pay to get your hands on it?   

Jesus death is the one and only complete cure for sin.  Once 

for all time.   

The death of Jesus was once for all time.     That means 

Jesus death dealt  with Adams sin, and Moses murder and 

David’s adultery and murder.   It is for all past sin and all 

future sin.    It deals with the sins that you have not yet 

committed.         All of history lead up to Jesus death.    

Die once and then comes judgement.    Each of us will have 

to stand before God and give an account of our lives.      

Without Jesus this will be a terrible experience.      What 

excuse could we make in the face of God’s holiness and the 

love of Jesus  

Encourage you, if you are here today,  not made a 

commitment to Jesus Christ, not confident you are a 

Christian,    not confident of your future beyond death,     

please come and talk to one of the staff team today.     

Maybe God has put you here today for just this moment.       

The arms of God are open this morning, longing that you 

would turn to him.    How do we do  that?   By 

acknowledging that he is God.  Creator God. By putting your 

faith in the work of Jesus Christ who died for you  Not 

anything you have done.     So many people I talk to say to 

me.     I think I will go to heaven when I die.   I haven’t done 

anything really bad.     Totally missing the point.   Going to 

heaven has nothing to do with your own goodness.   It is all 

about Jesus.   By committing to follow him.  If you do this,   

then God welcomes you into his family.    You can face  

death with total confidence.      

So 3 challenging chapters 

Remember that as you face this week    Jesus is in heaven 

praying for you right now.   The great prayer warrior is 

praying for you.    Anything  person, thought that seeks to 

condemn you is not of God and you can push back.     

Remember the new covenant is not about rules, and 

priests.  It’s about a personal relationship with Jesus.       

You are a precious  child of God,  who is welcomed into the 

very presence of God.   You can hear from God.    

Remember that every person we encounter will one day 

have to give an account to God.    So  take every chance to 

we have to share the good news that we have.     To give an 

account of the confidence that we have because death is of 

no fear to us.    

Remember to worship God with thanks because everything 

we have, every blessing we experience and will experience 

in the future is because of what Jesus has done for us.    

Download or listen to this message at: 

www.icbc.org.nz 

R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

1. When you imagine what Jesus looks like and is doing 
right now,  what comes to mind?     How does it 
contrast with the idea that he has a resurrected 
human body and is in constant prayer? 

2. What impact does the idea that Jesus is constantly 
praying for you have? 

3. Why do we like going back to the old covenant of 
rules and priests?      Why do we have a reputation 
for being rule makers?      

4.  What are the implications for us of this new 
covenant written on our hearts?  What are the 
implications of us all being preists?  

5. Why do we not talk about God’s coming judgement 
more when Jesus was really clear on it so often? 

6. What are the implications for what we do if every 
person we meet is going to experience the judgement 
of God? 

7. How can we communicate the love of God along  with 
the fact that every person will one day have to give 
an account to Him. 
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