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                        HEBREWS CHAPTERS 12: 18-29  

 

The passage we are about to read in Hebrews talks about 

two different mountains.   Both literal and figurative.    

The context   before  (verses 1-17) is that we  are in a    

marathon.   We need to  keep our eyes on Jesus as we need 

endurance.    Tough stuff happens that God will use to train 

us.    Tough choices we have to be made.  (see last week’s 

notes)      Then he draws a contrast between two 

mountains:  “You have not come” ,”   You have come.”    

These are physical mountains in real life.   But he is using 

the mountains as a metaphor.    Symbolic of the old 

covenant and the new covenant.   

Verses 18-21   7 descriptions are given of Mt Sinai.   A 

physical  mountain  that is untouchable,  flaming fire,   

darkness, gloom, whirlwind, trumpet, voice.   

This is a description of what happened at Mount Sinai with 

the people of Israel that we read about in Ex 19 and 20.    

The people were under strict instructions not to come up 

the mountain or they would die.  On the third day,  there 

was  lightning, thunder, dense cloud, long blast from a horn, 

fire , smoke  and a  violent earthquake.      

This is the  context of the OT covenant.   The people said.    

“Don’t let God speak to us directly for we will die.   You tell 

us and we will listen.”    Moses said.  “ Don’t be afraid for 

God has come in this way  to show you his awesome power.   

From now on, let your fear of him keep you from sinning.”  

Ex 20:28 

There is a bit of debate about Moses trembling with fear as 

it is not clear in Exodus that he was.   Some believe this is  

referring to the passage in Duet 9 when the people have 

made a golden calf.   Moses is frightened by the intensity of 

the anger of God.   God appears as this  powerful 

frightening God who  gives these rules to keep, along with 

the promise of protection.    The emphasis is on the gap 

between us and God.   

It is possible we present a version of Christianity that 

appears to have an angry God, who judges us when we 

break the rules.     It is possible that we can present a God 

who is distant and remote and have a legalistic form of 

religion.  

Verses 12:22-24       Mount Zion and Jerusalem are 

considered one and the same.   The actual Mount Zion is 

not really a mountain, but a hill in modern Jerusalem, just 

outside the old walls.     But the writer is not being  literal 

here.    The people he is talking to are not literally coming to 

Jerusalem or a mountain.      And he puts the word heavenly 

in there to indicate the future aspect of this covenant.  He is 

saying the full reality of this covenant will not be worked 

out in this world as we know it.   But in the world to come 

when Jesus returns.     

He uses  7 descriptions just like he used 7 to describe the 

old  covenant.      They don’t relate to each other in any kind 

of direct way:      City , Joyful angels , People whose names 

are in the book of life, God himself , Those who have gone 

before us,   Jesus ,  Blood.   

First thing to  note;  these descriptions are Very relational.      

Not abstract or remote.      

City;    places of life, work, celebration, inter connection 

Joyful angels.    Word used here for joy is a word used 

for parties.  Or the kind of atmosphere at the Ancient 

Olympics.                                                                                      

Assembly of God’s firstborn children, whose names are 

written In heaven;       Assembly is the word church.   

Ecclesia   Firstborn.    Share in the inheritance.    Ancient 

world.  First born you received double portion of 

inheritance.    Chosen, children of God.   Names are in the 

book of life.    Place of favour by God.   Loved and special    

You have come to this community who are God’s children,.                                                                                               

God himself.      The judge over all things.   The  focus is not 

on the idea that we will be judged.   The idea is that we are 

coming to the Lord of all, who will right every injustice in 

this world.   Remember they were being persecuted.         

You have come to the spirits of the righteous ones in 

heaven who have now been made perfect.     We are part 

of a community of people stretching back throughout 

history.    They were not perfect  - the OT makes that clear, 

but they have been Made perfect.                                                 

Have come to Jesus:  . You have come to Jesus, the one 

who mediates the new covenant between God and people.  

This has been the whole focus of Hebrews.    Jesus work on 

the cross has enabled this new covenant.    We come to God 

through Jesus.         At retreat we reflected on a question:   

How is Jesus front and centre in the life of our church?     Do 

people know it, whether they are old or new hands?    It 

would be possible to design a service where Jesus was not 

front and centre.    It would not be incorrect, but the focus 

would be on God, the Holy Spirit, but Jesus could be lost.  If 

a total stranger to Christianity came to a service, would 

they see Jesus front and centre.                                                            

and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks of forgiveness 

instead of crying out for vengeance like the blood of Abel. 

Remember that Cain killed Abel because God accepted his 

sacrifice and rejected Cains.   The  blood of Abel who was 



 

 

innocent cried out from the ground.      What was it crying 

for?     Justice.   Vengeance.  But the blood of Jesus is not 

crying out for justice.   It is bringing forgiveness and righting 

injustice.      The blood represents God’s grace.    

The new covenant is not legalistic.   It is highly relational.     

It is about calling people into a community.   It is about 

calling people into relationship with God.   It is about Jesus.   

It is about grace and forgiveness.   Is this how we present 

Christianity?    I am not sure it is how we are perceived by 

the community at large.  This is a beautiful picture of what 

we are called to.   

Verses 25-27     This seems in stark contrast to this beautiful 

picture in the verses above.   But he is speaking to people 

who were in danger of drifting away from faith.       Uses an 

argument he has used before.    Argues from the lesser to 

the greater.  If it was true that when Israel rejected Moses 

message, they faced God’s judgment,  then there will be 

consequence if we reject Jesus    When God spoke from 

Sinai, the mountain shook.      But there is a coming shaking.      

Now obviously debate among Christians about what that 

looks like.   But the point is when Christ returns,   there will 

be a shaking of the earth like it has never seen before.  

Anything not of God will be removed.    

Verses 28-29     Word  “worship” here  is not the normal 

word.   Some translations say service.     Rather than see it 

as referring to sung worship,  it is better to see it as to how 

we respond to God with our wholes lives.       Now if you 

just read this verse on it’s own, out of context you could 

make an argument that our worship should be very 

reverent and quiet.      People think of cathedrals or hymns.       

You have to remember the Psalms talk of dancing, shouting, 

joy.   Remember the joyful angels just above with the 

atmosphere of celebration, laughter, joy.  Reverence has 

been defined as a Feeling of deep respect, love and awe.      

The author is trying to say.    The response to this mountain, 

this  covenant,   is not one of fear and trembling.    It is 

about responding with awe that God would do this,  with 

love that God would do this, with respect for Gods 

incredible plan. 

This incredible covenant demands a response.    He ends 

with the words   Our God is a consuming fire.          It is a 

reminder that to reject such love is both abhorrent and 

actually has terrible consequences      This is not a 

command for worship that is quiet or  liturgical.  (which is 

not wrong) , but it is not what this verse is saying.     Awe 

comes when you see something of incredible beauty.        

Joy comes from something incredibly wonder or love    

Respect comes when we see something of amazing power.  

The new covenant is this thing of incredible beauty. 

We are invited into a community  of love and acceptance. 

WE are invited to join with others throughout history  and 

be part of something far bigger than ourselves.   But no 

matter who you are,     what you have done, you are invited 

to join with other through the course of history.  Stand with 

Moses, Abraham, Noah, as an equal. We are invited to a 

relationship with Jesus, who is passionately in love with us,   

and who is constantly praying for us, understanding the 

struggle of daily lives.  We are invited into the throne room 

of God,     the God who created this world, the God who put 

every molecule In place, the God who can see beyond the 

farthest galaxy, the God who knows us intimately.  We are 

invited into a covenant of grace.    Not one of performance.  

Not one of how appearances.   Not one of how many likes 

we have on social media.    Covenant of grace  

It is because of this that we come to worship God.    Words 

of praise.  Yes.    But far more than that.    With a life that is 

committed to give glory to God.     

We treat God worship as if it is a commodity for my benefit.   

We treat relationship with God as one more thing to fit into 

our busy lives.  We treat church as if it were an optional 

community, that we can choose to part of when it suits us 

And if I  am honest  my problem is I  fail to grasp who  really 

God is.   And having lived my life in church circles, I fail to 

grasp the wonder of what God has done.  The incredible 

privilege of have of being a child of God. And often I get so 

bogged down in this life, I forget that this life is but a 

breath, compared to eternity. 

Download or listen to this message at: 

www.icbc.org.nz 

R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

1. How can we avoid losing the wonder of what 
God has done with the new covenant? 
 Is it harder if we have been bought up in the 
church? 

2. What gives the church (and God)  a reputation 
for being judgemental and angry?    How can we 
change this? 

3. The writer seems to alternate between this 
incredible description of God’s love, grace and 
accessibility with dire warnings if we reject God.   
How do we find the balance within our culture 
today? 

4. Which of the 7 descriptions of the new covenant 
resonates most?  Which one resonates the least?  
Why? 

5. Do we   treat God, faith, worship and church as a 
consumer product in how we approach them?  
How can we avoid this? 

6. Discuss verse 28 in light of the sermon.   What 
might this look like in practise?  
 

http://www.icbc.org.nz/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 


