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FAITH BLOCKERS: THE CLAIM TO EXCLUSIVE TRUTH 

 

Read John 14:6 

How can Christians claim that Jesus is the only way to God?  

This seems bigoted. Who are we are say that there is only 

one way to God.     Many paths that lead to God.   Your truth 

is different from my truth.   This exclusive claim is a huge 

barrier today.      Because to be labelled intolerant is a huge 

deal.     

805 of people would say more than one way to God.   66% of 

American denied the existence of absolute truth.    It all 

about if you feel God within you then that is OK.   If your God 

helps you get from A to B then that is OK.    It’s about what 

empowers you.    

But if you think about it, exclusive claims are made all the 

time. 

Os Guiness.    “People don’t believe in truth.    Everything is 

relatively true but of course you can’t fly an aeroplane at 

30000 feet on the sort of postmodern nonsense.    Truth 

matters.” 

Exclusive claims are made all the time in science, business or 

journalism.   When we state something is true, we are making 

an exclusive claim that all other claims on that matter are not 

true.    We live all of life knowing that not all claims are of 

equal value.     Something works and some don’t.    We live 

life based on exclusive claims.      We drive on a certain side of 

the road.       We take certain medications as opposed to 

others.   We follow the laws of gravity.    

All religions make exclusive claims.   If you say there is no God 

as an atheist, you are making an exclusive claim.   If you say 

all roads lead to God, you are excluding Christians, and 

Muslims, and Jews.   Making an exclusive claim does not 

make a person or religion intolerant.           

Think about the counter claims to the Christianity exclusive 

claim.    

1. All religions are saying the same thing 

People who are not too familiar with religion say this.   There 

is a half-truth to this statement.      When it comes to ethics, 

the major religions have much in common.   The golden rule 

is found in many religions from Confucius on.       Issues of 

justice, honesty, mercy, care for family are values the span 

time and cultures and religions.  But outside of morals   it is 

not true that all religions say the same thing.         

Is there a God?   Secularist: no God, Buddhist; no God, Hindu: 

many Gods, Christianity, Judaism, Islam:   One God.    

Who is Jesus.      Jews; rabbi, Muslims; prophet who was not 

crucified or rose from dead, Christians; God in human form, 

Many; historical figure, good person.   

 

Life’s purpose:   Hindu to work out bad karma through good 

deeds and knowledge, Islam; to submit to Allah, New Age; to 

gain power and self-attainment, Christianity; to bring glory to 

God.   

All the key theological questions like, Is there life after death 
how do we get to heaven, what pleases God have different 
answers?     You can also study the outcomes of the different 
religions and see different results.  I.e. the treatment of 
women.   
It is Just not possible to say that all religions are roughly 

saying the same thing and is actually distressful to all 

religions.   

2. Each religion has only a very partial grasp of the 

truth 

This view was popularized in a story about 4 blind men and 

an elephant.    Based on an ancient Indian parable.      4 blind 

men encounter an elephant.    One grabs the elephant’s leg, 

and says the elephant is like a tree.    Another grabs the trunk 

and says it is like a snake.  Anther gets hold of the tusk and 

says it is like a spear.      Another grasps the ear and says an 

elephant is like a velvet glove 

Then they have a huge argument about what an elephant is 

like because each has encounter only part of the elephant.      

This is used to say that each religion only grasps a part of the 

truth but no one sees the whole.    

This appears a good argument.   But the story is flawed.        

The teller of the story puts themselves in the position of 

being the only one able to see the whole elephant.        So, 

the person that says this about religion is saying the they can 

see the whole truth, but others can’t. To claim that all 

religions are false because no one has absolute truth is a 

claim to possess absolute truth.    

3. Religious belief is dependent on upbringing 

You are only a Christian because you were bought up one.  If 

you had been born in a Muslim country, you will be a Muslim.   

This argument is a bit self-defeating.        You can’t say   all 

claims about religion are culturally conditioned except the 

one I am making now.        We are all conditioned and 

influenced by our up bring.           But we also have the 

capacity to examine our beliefs and see if we accept them or 

not.      As adults we can critically evaluate what we believe.       

4. It doesn’t matter what your belief as long as you 

are sincere 

     We see good people who sincerely believe what they are 

saying.      And we think   well who am I to contradict them.   

They seem good and sincere person.       But sincerity is not a 

good measure.      When you think about it, lots of people 

sincerely believe things   Many Nazi’s believed sincerely 

believed that it was good for the world to kill the Jews Many 



 

Hindus still believe that widow burning is a true expressing of 

wifely devotion   Many Islamic Jihadist sincerely believe their 

violence is the will of Allah.    

5. It’s arrogant to say your religion is right 

Christians have been often guilty of being arrogant.       This is 

where the label of intolerant gets thrown around.   Tolerance 

is not just accepting what everyone else says.      Tolerance is 

about treating with respect and compassion people we 

disagree with.             We have often failed to do that.      We 

have not respected other views, listened to other views.   

Engaged with other views.     Scared to in case we can’t 

defend our own view.        We say.  Right because the Bible 

says so.       

We don’t like the idea of truth because that means we are 

saying someone else is wrong.        That can come across as 

very arrogant and judgemental, if it is not backed up by our 

actions.        Our life has to model the grace and truth.    

If Christianity is a human construct, something we have made 

up, then it would be arrogant.      But as Christians what we 

say did not come from us but from God.       When we tell 

others about Jesus it is like one beggar telling another beggar 

where to find bread.   It is not that we are any better but that 

we share a common need, and have found, had revealed to 

us something amazing.    People have many misconceptions 

about Christianity. 

  It is about morality.   About being good 
It is about a set of doctrines that have to   be believed 
It is about tradition culture 
 

Christianity is about a person.      That differs from every 

other religion.    Judaism is not centred on Moses   but the 

Torah    Islam is not based on Mohammed.     He just points 

people to Allah   Buddhism is not about Buddha.    But his 

teaching   Hindu has no founder, multiple gods       But 

Christianity is about Jesus.     His claim to be God.   We know 

a person named Jesus lived 1st century Perlstein.    Crusaded. 

Know lots of people claimed to be messiahs, and roman 

emperors claimed to be God.   After they died no one 

believed this.   But Jesus after his death.    Humble nobody.     

His influence has increased generation after generation. 

Jesus made himself the centre.     I am the way   no one come.   
I am the bread of life.     I am the resurrection and the life. 
Incredibly egotistical claims and yet no body who knew him 

said he was arrogant.   Exact opposite.    People saw Jesus as 

humble and caring and gracious.       When we read about 

him today, we see exactly the same picture.    Jesus did 

incredibly miracles that left people astounded.        Then 

when the storms obeyed him     that put him beyond any 

human capacity.    Then he totally shattered any idea of being 

human by coming back from the dead.      And because they 

had seen this, they were willing to die for it.    Right from the 

beginning people began to worship Jesus as God.        No one 

else makes such a claim.      Unique and outrageous.    

God didn’t send a text.    He came in person.      In Islam God 

sends angels and prophets and books but he does not come.  

When people say all roads lead to God, it conjures up the 

image of God sitting on some high and lofty peak, and we are 

all trying to find a route to the summit.             But Christianity 

says, you can’t get to the summit on your own.      He is a 

mountain too high, to lofty to get anywhere near.     

God came down off the mountain, in the person of Jesus 

Christ.        He said to us.   I know you can’t get there on your 

own   But I can take you to God.    I can take you to the top.     

Is that an exclusive claim?   Yes.    But by its nature, truth is 

exclusive and unique.     

If God is God, then only he can define how we relate to him.    

Christianity stands out against the all-inclusive mantra of the 

world today.       It states something very different.    There is 

a God, and he has shown us how we can relate to him.     

 

Download or listen to this message at: 

www.icbc.org.nz 

R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

1.  When you hear the word mission, do you automatically 
think “overseas”.     What stops us thinking of NZ as a 
mission field? 
 

2. If you didn’t see the Dave Mann video on sharing 
faith, watch it here. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jm8V-DN5hE 

 

3. Have you ever tried to move a conversation beyond the 

trust level you had?   What happened?    

 

4. What was the primary take away for you from the 

video? 

 

5. Of the 5 arguments against Christianity’s exclusive 

claim, which bothers you the most? Do the answers 

satisfy or not?   

6. In what ways have Christians helped the claim by 

others that they are arrogant? 

7. Has the fear of being arrogant caused us to lose 

confidence in saying anything about our faith?   

8. How could you respond if someone at work said all 

religions are the same, in such a way that would foster 

further conversation, rather than shut it down? 

9.  Take some time to pray for good conversations this 

week.       And pray for our Andrew and Glenys, working 

overseas, as they seek to recover from burnout.    
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