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FAITH BLOCKERS: CHRISTIANS ’  ATTITUDE TO HOMOSEXUALITY  

 

The church’s view of homosexuality is one of the major faith 

blockers for many people.     

 There are different views among churches, leaders, scholars 

on this subject.      The majority of the church across the 

world would hold a view that homosexual activity is wrong, is 

sinful.       But there is a minority view held  that the Bible is 

supportive of same sex marriage.      It has divided church 

denominations.     Anglicans, Methodists, Presby.        Baptist 

churches have voted overwhelmingly in favour of a 

traditional view, but it was not unanimous, and at least two 

Baptist churches are supportive of same sex marriage.   

This could be a very personal issue.   You feel attracted to 

those of the same sex.   You might be in a same sex 

relationship.   You might have come out, or you might be 

struggling with it, and with guilt and fear.    You might have 

someone in your family or someone you know closely who is 

homosexual.     You know them personally, and you know 

something of their struggle.    You know they are lovely 

genuine people.    This has challenged your views on the 

subject.    

The church in general and christens have not done well in our 

relationship to the homosexual community   Our personal 

thoughts and feelings on this matter are often influenced by 

relationships with people we know.      It is very easy to 

demonize groups of people by using labels.     It was not that 

long ago we talked of same sex couples as gay (as an insult) 

or queer.     Christians’ would use terms like perverts.   People 

would assume they were paedophiles if they were male.    

We have all seen the terrible images on TV of religious people 

waving placards with terrible signs about judgement with an 

almost gleefulness.    Not so long ago, most Christians’, in fact 

most people might not have known anyone who was gay or 

lesbian, which made it easier to label and judge them.      

Some have expressed hatred, and totally ostracized the LGBT 

community with inflammatory statements that show 

anything but grace and love.   Christians have often been 

ignorant in terms of their understanding of the issues, and 

the pain.  The church has shown huge hypocrisy by focusing 

on this issue, but ignoring other sins like greed, and gluttony 

and heterosexual sex outside of marriage.      It is not as if the 

Bible has lots of passages on the issue.   In fact, there are 6. 

We are called to love people, including those who hold 

different views on subjects.     We are not to ridicule them or 

demonize those who sincerely hold different views.        Not 

everyone will agree with the teaching today.    That is OK.    

The reason that Baptists have only 4 articles of faith is that 

they believe on non-core issues every believer has to seek 

their own conscience on the issue.        Now I realize that 

saying this is a non-core issue will upset a number of you.         

However, I cannot deny that there are Christians who love 

God and hold a different view.    That is a difficult tension but 

it is true.    There are also Christians who deny the gifts of the 

Spirit and insist that women should wear headscarves and 

not be in leadership.       I don’t’ agree with either of these 

views, and as a church we don’t either, but both are not core 

issues of faith. 

There is agreement among secular scholars and faith-based 

scholars that a person does not choose their sexual 

attraction, but that it is also not a gene.   If it were a gene 

then all identical twins would have the same sexual 

attraction, and they don’t.       In fact, many gay scholars do 

not hold to the gene idea either.    It does not hold up 

scientifically or in behavioural studies.    In fact, around half 

of the homosexual community identifies as being bi sexual, 

which also mucks up the gene idea.   

 Some do believe that there can be a predisposition in some 

people.     We do not choose who we are attracted to.       

Same sex attraction is not a sin.     No suggestion anywhere.       

At different times in our lives we feel attracted to different 

people.       We have little control over this.   Studies indicate 

that whole range of factors influence our sexual orientation.      

Relationship with parents, abuse, and influence of others at a 

young age are all key factors.    

While some people change their orientation, it is not 

common.       We need to be honest about this as Christians.       

Despite much prayer, and therapy, and wanting to change 

many people remain attracted to the same sex.      So, called 

success rate is low.     

 

There is agreement that the Bible teaches that we are to be 

in an exclusive lifelong sexual relationship with a person.    

This is a huge challenge for heterosexual and homosexual 

couples.         Most young people are not waiting till marriage 

to have sex.   This means if our spouse gets sick, or is unable 

to have sex, or does not meet our sexual needs, or does not 

make us happy, we are still to remain faithful.   For 

homosexuals there is clear evidence that many of their 

marriages are not exclusive.    One survey I found 50% were 

sexually open.      

The disagreement is “Does the Bible allow same sex 

marriages?”    Bible does talk about orientation at all.     Only 

activity.   Here you get into detailed arguments about a small 

number of Bible passages 

2 Old Testament found in Leviticus forbid homosexual 

activity.         We have to hold this lightly because it is also 

forbidden to have tattoo and eat shell fish and have mouldy 

bathrooms.   It is clearly forbidden but many of these laws 

related to being different from the cultic practices of the 

neighbouring religions.    Many don’t move into the New 

Testament.    So, have to hold these carefully. 

But in New Testament Jesus and NT writers warn against 

sexual immorality.    And for the Jews that was clearly defined 



 

by Leviticus   18.     Not having sex with relatives, family, 

animals, so while Jesus didn’t directly deal with 

homosexuality, he clearly spoke against porneia, and 

Leviticus is where is set out 

3-4 New Testament 

Romans 1:26-27     Paul uses homosexuality as an example of 

not recognizing God as creator, along with a list of other sins.     

1 Corinthians 6:9-11    this passage uses two terms.   

Malalio    often translated homosexual prostitutes,   generally 

thought to mean soft, and refers to the passive partner in 

homosexual sex.   

 arsenokoites.  Only used twice in the New Testament, and is 

unknown in Greek literature before Paul, so there is debate 

around it.     Hybrid word made up of male and bed.    It is the 

same as the Greek used to translate homosexual intercourse 

in Leviticus.    Normally homosexual activity.   

1 Timothy 1:10   NIV translates as perverts.   Same word 

arsenokoites.     

Jude 7 refers to sexual immortality perversion in Sodom and 

Gomorrah.    Might well refer to homosexuality but the key 

issue in this story in Genesis is one of gang rape which in this 

case was same sex.    But while we get the word sodomy from 

this city, it can’t be used as an argument against loving 

homosexual relationships. 

Alongside these verses we have the warning against porneia.   

Illicit sex.   Covers all sex outside of marriage.     Acts 15   1 

Corinthians 5:1, 6:13-20, 7:2, 10:8     2 Corinthians 12:21, Gal 

5:19,  Edh 5:3-5 Col 3:5  1 Thess 4:3-5  1 ,   Tim 1:9-11 

There is Strong teaching on heterosexual marriage and 

celibacy by Jesus. Suggestions that Ruth and Naomi and David 

and Jonathon were homosexual relationship, and the 

centurion and his servant were as well are not credible 

arguments.   Many on both sides of the fence would agree 

that the Bible is consistently negative about homosexual 

activity. However the argument is used that love triumphs 

over all.         

There has been a huge shift in what our culture thinks about 

homosexuality in the last 50 years.    It was not that long ago 

that homosexuality was consider illegal and outside the 

norms of what society considered acceptable.     

 

There has been a massive LGBT lobby group that has had 

huge influence on society’s views.       This is far beyond the 

size of that community.     Despite figures bandied around,   

size of this community is around 3%.    

Also important to know.   Many people estimate the size of 

the LGBT community to be around 10%, based on an old 

flawed figure from Kingsley.     Other surveys asking people 

how big the LGBT community is come up with estimates of 

around 20%.   

Actual figure is a lot less.    Great debate around the actual 

size.    Two largest surveys done recently in the States.   One 

govt health one.    2.3%   but did not include transgender.    

Biggest one is from Gallop Research states indicate the LGBT 

community to be about 3.5% which is a lot smaller than most 

people realize.     Even the gay community’s own research 

puts the maximum figure at around 5%.     This community is 

far more prominent in terms of political influence and 

portrayal in the media than the actual numbers in reality.   

However, the fact it is small is not a reason to dismiss the 

issues as we are still talking about real people and real issues.      

Of this 3-4% of the population, around half of that 1.5-2% 

identify themselves as bi-sexual.     This again indicates the 

problem with saying that this is genetically based.    

Widely held view in society today that our primary identity is 

found in sexuality.    60’s sexual revolution bought about 

change in attitudes to sex.   Now it is seen as part of human 

right to have a fulfilling sexual relationship.      So, a person 

sees if they cannot have sex with the person they love then 

can’t find human fulfilment   If a married couple can’t find sex 

fulfilment then they should divorce so that they can find this 

with someone they really love.  We are told from a young 

age.  You can be whoever you want to be.    If an activity 

makes you happy and doesn’t hurt anyone you should do it. 

Who we are is related to our sexual orientation.       This is a 

huge change from the past.     There are not boundaries at all 

around sexual behaviour.     WE don’t have the right to tell 

anyone their sexual behaviour is wrong, because we are 

attacking their very identity as a human being. 

This sense of a community and of belonging is a key element 

in the LGBT community.   Sexual expression is seen as a 

human right to deny a person sex means they are not fully 

human.      Key goal in life is to be happy and find yourself 

However, I believe the Bible teaches something quite 

different 

Our Primary identity is found as a loved child of God, made in 

the image of God.       We often seek to find us identify in 

other things.    Sometimes that can be in a strong likeminded 

community.      Sometimes we are trying to find us identify in 

another   person, either of the same sex or opposite sex.       

We are looking for them to make us whole.      

Bible teaches that sex is a temporary gift for marriage.             

A person is not less human if they do not have sex.   Jesus 

was fully human, yet remained celibate.         We start life as 

children without a sexual element in our lives.   We end our 

lives in old age with our sexual desire minimized.     At any 

period in our lives when we are not having sex,  for any 

number of reasons, single, illness, choice, we are still fully 

human.    We are sexual beings,   but we are not more or less 

human by whether we are expressing that sexuality in activity 

or not.      The Bible teaches there is no sex in heaven.   

 Key goal in life is to take up our cross and follow Jesus.    Self 

denial and serving others.   



 

Summary.   Our response to this issue.    

We  are to show Grace.    

Towards those who hold different views than our own, 

including other Christians.   

To those who are not Christians,  as why should we expect 

them to follow Biblical  teaching  

To those who are attracted to the same sex.   This is not 

something they have chosen and is not a sin.   

To every person,  because we are all sinners,  who seek things 

instead of God.       Food, sex, love, money,   idols .   we are 

not in a position to cast stones.   

We are to See People as God sees them 

Come to church as you are.    Every person is to be viewed 

through a Biblical lens: A Person made in the image of God.     

We are not use any other label.   As Christians’ we don’t 

define people through a lens of sexuality, even if that is how 

they want to define themselves.   We must not.    

We are all called to follow Christ, and deny ourselves.     I.e. 

to change and lead holy lives,  take up our cross.    I.e. die to 

self.     No different for any one.    For some money/ shopping 

is an idol that they struggle to let go off to trust God.    For 

some sex is an idol that they believe will bring them 

happiness.  For some food is an idol they turn to for comfort.   

We are called to introduce people to the love of God   

It is as we experience the depth of that love we are changed.    

As we know God’s love - that God Almighty, who placed the 

moon and stars in place, who put the furthest galaxies in 

place, who made the amazing complexity of this world, as we 

know this God deeply loves us, we discover that the things 

that we used to seek lose their hold over us.     Sex and food 

and money have its place but only under the Lordship of God.     

We are not called to impose morality on a non-believing 

population.   

We need to repent and apologize for our ungracious and 

unloving attitudes towards the LGBT community, and be 

willing to listen to the pain of people,  and allow people to 

discover the call of Christ for themselves.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Download or listen to this message at: 

www.icbc.org.nz 

R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

1. How have your views of the LGBT community changed 

over the years?  What has influenced the change? 

 

2. Discuss the concept of sexual (orientation) identity.     Is 

sex a human right?   

 

3. Do you find the “Biblical” arguments for same sex 

relationships convincing?     What might cause you to 

doubt or not hold a traditional view?   

 

4.  Is celibacy   i.e. no sex outside of marriage possible or 

realistic in our sex saturated world?    

 

5. Some argue the church has changed its view on slavery, 

divorce and women in leadership and over time this 

issue will be no different   Discuss.  

 

6. Would you go to the same sex wedding of a close friend 

or relative (brother, sister)?   What are the arguments 

for and against?  

 

7. How could we make Central be a safe place for someone 

(or a couple)  from the LGBT community to find Jesus?  

Where do grace and truth meet? 

 

8. What would you say to someone for whom the 

traditional Christian teaching on homosexuality is a faith 

barrier?  
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