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                  KING ASA –  A STUDY IN CONTRASTS 

 

If you were to write an autobiography of your life and it 
could only include 5 key things in your life,  what 5 
would you choose.  What 5 stories would best sum up 
your life.  That’s what the Chronicler is doing when he 
writes about the kings of Israel in the Bible.   He 
chooses key moments in their life that sum it up.  And 
with any biographer, he is not neutral.   He chooses his 
material to make a point .  When we come to the life of 
Asa  one of the kings of Judah, the material he chooses 
is done so deliberately.       He chooses his material to 
draw a contrast. 
Asa is king Judah.     Remember nation of Israel split 
into two after the glory days of David and Solomon:    .      
Israel in north, Judah in south.      We have accounts of 
Kings of both nations in 1 and 2 Kings and also parallel 
accounts in 1 and 2 Chronicles of the kings of Judah.       
Read about him in 1 Kings 15  briefly with a lot longer 
account in 2 Chronicles 14-16.   Asa was a good king.   
Subsequently he gets 3 chapters.    Read 2 Chronicles 
14:1-5     There are 3 contrasts that he makes. 
  
Contrast in how Asa dealt with adversity.  Read 2 
Chronicles 14:9-12    and 2 Chronicles 16;1-14 
  
3 instances of adversity.    The 1st  is an army of a 
million Ethiopians come against him and his response is 
to cry out to God realizing that only God could save 
him.   The 2nd has Judah being strangled slowly by 
Israel.    They had captured Ramah,  preventing 
movement in and out of Judah.  Asa’s response:  He 
strips the temple of valuables to pay for an alliance 
with King Benhadad of Aram.  (Syria)  Now this does 
produce results.   It appears to be a smart strategy.   
Israel has to withdraw from Ramah in order to deal 
with this threat.    But he has put his trust in  a foreign 
king, not God.    This  king  was potentially an enemy 
and one that could just as easily change sides.    In the 
3rd instance he gets a foot disease.    He goes to the 
doctors but never asks for God’s help.   (this is not a 
criticism of doctors) In each case the issue is who he is 
putting his trust in,  in adversity. 
  
What challenges are you facing at the moment?    What 
are you up against?  It might be something dramatic 
and large, like an army of a million.  Or it might be 
something that is sort of strangling life out of you.  Like 
what was happening at Ramah. 
Or it might be a struggle with something physical.  I am  
not suggesting you do nothing  about these challenges.   
I am not suggesting you don’t’ go to the doctor.   But in 
the face of this challenge,    are you seeking God’s help.   
Are you putting   your trust in God or are you seeking 
out your own solutions?    Asa’s solution to the second 

problem worked,   but it was not the best solution.  It 
was not what God wanted him to do. 
How do you respond to adversity?  Are you a  worrier,  
a problem solver, a  complainer?   Or is your first 
response to turn to God, recognizing his sovereignty.  
His power, His ability to find creative solutions, His 
ability to strengthen?    How do you typically respond.      
What challenge is in front of you now.  These  contrasts 
of how Asa dealt with adversity is very relevant to us. 
  
Contrasts how Asa responded to the Word of God   2 
Chronicles 15:1-8   and 2 Chronicles 16:7-10 

   
The Prophet Azariah come after the Ethiopian victory 
and bring this really encouraging word.     Asa took 
courage.    He went even further in his religious 
reforms and lead the people to make a covenant of 
commitment to the Lord.       He   even deposed his 
grandmother from her position as queen mother 
because of her actions. 
But after  the Ramah victory using the Syrians, God 
sends another prophet  Hanani to Asa.  This time it is a 
word of rebuke for not trusting God.    His response is 
to throw the prophet in prison.  Maybe he is angry at 
himself.     His reaction is to attack the messenger and 
take  his anger out on his people.  It is a contrast in  
how he responds to God’s word. 
How are you responding to the Word of God.      We 
can be like Asa.   We can read the Bible selectively.    
We can take the bits that are encouraging.  We like 
them because they  build us up and give us courage.   
But we can just not read the bits that are more 
challenging; the bits about holiness, God’s judgement,   
accountability.  We skip those bits about sacricice    and 
serving and money.   We don’t like those bits.    In fact 
they can make us a bit angry.   So we skip them. 
Or maybe  the word of God can come via a friend or 
the preacher  -  who speaks some stuff into life that we 
don’ really want to hear.   How do we respond.      Are 
we open to correction and discipline?   Or do we just 
ignore it or attack the messenger.     Or move churches 
to where we will hear what we want to hear. 

2 Timothy 4:3   For a time is coming when 
people will no longer listen to sound and 
wholesome teaching. They will follow their own 
desires and will look for teachers who will tell 
them whatever their itching ears want to hear. 

Are you allowing the Word of God to both build you up 
and bring you correction?    Is your heart open to what 
God is saying to you? 
  
 
 



 

Contrasts Asa first half life and the second half 
Put up hand if younger than 40.    Young.   Put up hand 
if 41 older.   Old.   Put up hand if 40.    Middle aged. 
Writer is making a point.   Spiritual victories of the past 
are no guarantee for spiritual victories of the future.        
Real spiritual dangers in the second half of our lives   
We can lose that dependence on God.    Our First love.    
The biggest drop out rates now from churches is 
people in their 50’s.   Lots of reasons for this.   
Sometimes they have become disillusioned with 
church.    Or  their faith has not continued to grow and 
develop. They are living on  past spirituality.    We 
remember the good old days of the Charismatic 
movement and want to keep going back to it.    We are 
no longer living in the present.  We have not continued 
to grow in our faith.   We have become stuck. 
Maybe  the kingdom of God is no longer priority any 
more.      The things of the kingdom have been 
superseded by the things of this world.    Suddenly the 
things of God are no longer that important.    Suddenly 
serving God and others is not a priority.   Asa started 
his spiritual journey well.   But he did not end it well.    
Ecclesiastes 7:8 says that it is not the start of 
something that matters but the end.    How we   end is 
what matters.      Pauls says at the end of his life.  I have 
run the race well.  (2 Timothy 4:7)      If you are over 40,   
you are in the second half.       How is the second half of 
your life going? 
  
 You can often as you study the kings of Israel carefully 
find a key verse.   It is like a Summary verse with deep 
spiritual insight. I think in the life of Asa it comes in 2 
Chronicles 16:9  when the prophets comes to bring this 
word of correction to him 
The eyes of the LORD search the whole earth in order to 
strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to 
him.   
God knows what you are facing at the moment.   He  
knows the challenges you face.   He is not surprised by 
them.    He wants to strengthen your heart.    It does 
not be mean it will necessarily be taken away. God 
wants to give you courage and put steel in your 
backbone.     He wants to whisper into your heart.    
“Fear not I am with you.  I will never leave you”.     He 
wants  from  you a heart fully committed to him 
 
The new year  is an opportunity to renew our 
commitment to God.    This is what we read King Asa 
did with the people. 

 The people gathered  …….  Then they entered 
into a covenant to seek the LORD, the God of their 
ancestors, with all their heart and soul.  They 
shouted out their oath of loyalty to the LORD with 
trumpets blaring and rams’ horns sounding. 
 All in Judah were happy about this covenant, 
for they had entered into it with all their heart. 
They earnestly sought after God, and they found 

him. And the LORD gave them rest from their 
enemies on every side.       2 Chronicles 15:10-15 

  
They offered sacrifices to be right with God.   But we 
don’t need to do that.    In Hebrews we read that Christ 
is the one sacrifice for all time.       Hebrews 10: 19-24    
 
 I don’t know what circumstances you face at the 
moment.   I encourage you this morning to determine 
to trust God fully with whatever you are facing.   I 
encourage you this morning to make a fresh 
commitment to be open to the whole Word of God in 
your life.  I encourage you this morning if you are 
coming to the 2nd  half of life  make a fresh 
commitment to putting first the kingdom of God.    
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R E FL E C T I O N +  D I SC U S S I O N   
 
What is your default response to adversity in your life?  

Are you a worrier, a schemer, a complainer?     
 

 How do we both respond to the challenges of 
life and trust God fully at the same time? 

 
 If you get sick, do you pray about it, or just go 
to the doctor?   Should we do both? 

  
 How do you ensure you are hearing the whole 
word of God , and not just the bits you like? 

 
 How do you typically respond if someone brings 
a word of correction to you?    If this never 
happens, reflect on why. 

 
 What evidence do you see of 2 Timothy 4:3 
today? 

  
 What spiritual challenges have you noticed as 
you have gotten older? 

 
 Why do you think so many are dropping out of 
church life in their 50’s?    What can be done 
about this? 

 
 How can you avoid some of the traps 
mentioned, so you can finish the race well? 

  
 What is God saying to you through 2 Chronicles 
16:9?  
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