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                  BUILDING GREAT COMMUNITY 

 

Pyscologist have long realized that the need to belong, To be 
in positive relationships with others is  a key human need, 
just like food and water.     Because this need to belong is so 
strong, we often work hard to fit in to a group.    We look at 
what happens in that group and then alter our behaviour to 
suit.     

In our highly inter connected world of today,   studies have 
also noted the rise in loneliness.   The Break down of family 
unit,   modern work place, pace of life  are all given as 
potential reason.    Figures show that the issue of loneliness is 
not restricted to one age group   it is across the board.     

Last week I talked about the first of our 5 priorities as a 
church.    Our Second priority is to Build Great Community.  
Some of our brochures break that down into some subpoints 

 Be welcoming, friendly and hospitable 

 Grow in bi-cultural /multi-cultural understanding 

 Provide opportunities for meaningful relationships 

 Respond to practical needs 

 Have fun together 

None of those things might see very spiritual.      But great 
community involves all of those things.     These things are 
not exclusive to church or unique to Christianity.    That is 
because the need for great community is part of being 
human.      Any group that had those 5 elements would be 
potentially be great community to be part of   - club, work 
place, sports team.     People are drawn to places with a 
strong sense of community.   

There are at last three of things that make church unique 
though 

1.  Our motivation.      We are to build this    great 
community because of the love of Christ that we have been 
shown.   It is because of what we have received from Christ.  
We have been freely given.   So, we are to offer them freely 
to others, regardless of whether we received them back.   

2. What we have in common.   Most other 
communities are built around a common interest.      But the 
church is built around the centrality of Jesus Christ and what 
he has done for us.   This affects our world view and every 
part of life.    

3. The church community is intimately linked to Jesus 
Christ.   It does not stand on its own.   Church is described as 
the body of Christ and as the temple of the Holy Spirit.     We 
are empowered by the Spirit in our actions towards one 
another.   

 

Our mission statement as a church is a shortened version of 
the two great commands that Jesus said encapsulated all the 
other commands.   Love God   Love the Lord your God with all 
your heats, and soul and mind and strength.   Love others     
Love your neighbour as yourself.     New command   Love 
each other as I have loved you. 

Jesus Defined neighbour as anyone in need and “Each other” 
was in the contest of disciples so refers to other Christians.     

One of the reasons we can’t just be a Christian on our own is 
that we can’t love other believers if our faith is just a private 
thing.       The problem with churches is not a theological 
problem, or a leadership problem, or a worship style    the 
problem is that they are full of all kinds of people, and some 
we find annoying.     

The fact is that God calls us into community     It is his idea.    
Rick Warren’s book better together lists the 5 things that 
happen better together.   

We fellowship better together.     Koinonia.  Shared life.    
Early church Act, ate, worshipped, shared resources, studied 
word, prayed together 
WE grow better together.    How do we learn to love others?    
Truly others.   Find some annoying people.   We have heaps 
of them.    Me included.      What a credit is it if you just love 
your friends.   
We serve better together.    Hard work serving on our own.  2 
or 3 people make serving task fun.    
WE worship better together.    Can worship on our own, but 
wow.  Worshipping with others powerful   Pop for the gifts of 
the Spirit to flow.     
We reach out better together.     So much we can do serve 
when we do it together.        Serve the city 

Commands for community in the New Testament are 
sometimes called the “one another’s” or “each other’s” and 
there are at least 58 of them. 

Love one another   13 times   John 13;14, 34,15:12, Rom 13:8  
Encourage one another   4 times     1 Thess 4:18 
Forgive one another   2 times  Co 3:13 
Build each other up  1 Thess 5:11 
Don’t grumble against each other   Jas 5:9  
Pray for each other   Jas 5:16 
Submit to one another    Eph 5:21 
Honour one anther    Rom 12:10  
Serve one another   Gal 5:13 
Stop passing judgement on one another.     Rom 14:13 
Accept one another  Rom 15:7 
Carry each other’s burdens.   Gal 6:2 

 

 



 

Coved has made building great community a challenge for 
two reasons.                                                                                                           
1.   It has restricted our ability to easily meet all together.     
But Think of the 10 one another commands we looked at.     
Most of them can’t really operate on a Sunday.    Thinks of 
the 5 subpoints we have under build great community. Most 
only happen to a limited degree on Sunday. 

If your main connection with other believers is only on a 
Sunday morning, that it is a long way from the kind of 
community that the Bible envisages 

We are really aware of the fact that many are feeling 
disconnected from church, others at the moment.   One way 
to think about how connected a person is to ask 3 questions. 

 How many people in the church would you feel free 
to ask for prayer from? 

 How many people in the church would you feel free 
to ask for a practical need? 

 How many people know you really well in church.      
At a deep personal level.   

 ideally everyone would have at least 3 people they had more 
than a superficial connection with.     

2. Strong views on what is the right response to this 
health crisis.     This has exposed the fact that actually we 
struggle to truly accept one another.    The command is to 
Accept one another as Christ has accepted us.       How has 
Christ accepted us.  He has Accepted us despite the fact that        
we have some whacky ideas (compared to God)                      

we continually get it wrong                                                                       
we frequently dishonour him by our actions. 

The facts are that Christa has accepted us just as we are.       
Doesn’t agree with everything we think or do.  We Grieve him 
at times.    But we are accepted into his family.       Yet despite 
the fact we have received this amazing privilege, we struggle 
to accept one another over what is essentially a health issue 
and a political issue.    

We accept one another when we listen to one another well.     
When we don’t’ quickly jump to conclusions about one 
another and when we Speak respectfully to one another.    
and about one another.   The Bonds of Christ must be having 
to be stronger than any other affiliation.   The other person 
might have a very different political perspective or a very 
different view of what is happening in the world at the 
moment or very different life experiences that have led them 
to where they are today.     

Jesus and Paul call us not to judge one another.    Now we 
make judgements all the time about people which is 
discernment.         WE are to judge behaviour and fruit based 
on the word of God.      But we are called not to be 
judgemental of others, jumping to quick conclusions and 
running others down.       Jesus said.  Actually, look at your 
own actions and behaviours first before you hastily judge 
others actions.     

Building Great Community does not happen by itself.  As 
leaders we can help foster it.    But actually, involves choice 
on our behalf.    I have heard people say.    I was really sick 
and struggling and the church didn’t care for me.  This is 
often code for ‘the pastor did not come and see me’.   Often 
when they say this they are hurting and angry.  And often it is 
not the time to push back.    But here are two push backs to 
this.  

1.  Did you tell the leaders you needed help.     You 
would think that is fairly obvious, but actually many times we 
did not know because no one told us.     We don’t know when 
you really need pastoral help unless you tell us. 

2. What have you done over the last years to build 
those connections in the church.       Because if you have 
made no effort to build those relationships then it is far less 
likely that the church can be the church.      Because the “one 
another” commands are not written for pastors to do.   
Witten for all of us to do.    If the pastors had to do all of 
those we would need 10 pastors and we would still not have 
enough. 

2 practical initiatives we are taking. 

1.  Journey into prayer.    Small groups for 6 weeks.  
36 days.                                                                                                          
2.  Phone tree.   That we connect people not in small 
groups via a phone tree where someone rings every now and 
then to see how you are.    

What can you do to help build community?   

 Reach out to someone you know is not well 
connected, very different from yourself. 

 Have a coffee with someone. 

 Invite someone to lunch 

 Join the Journey into prayer small group. 

 Find a team to serve in at the church.   Not sure 
come and ask us. 
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R E FL E C T I O N +  D I SC U S S I O N   
 
What has been your experience of building connections in a 

church – Central or other churches?  What has made 
it difficult?   

 
How much is personal responsibility vs the church’s issue? 
 
What do you think Covid has revealed about the state of the 

church? 
 
Is our love for one anther at Central superficial?    Ie we hang 

out only with people like ourselves?     
 
What can you do this week to build great community? 
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