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                     FAITHFULNESS IN AN AGE OF DECEPTION 

 

2 Timothy 3 

 We can never be certain what our last words will be - but 

given the chance it is worthwhile making them count.  The 

book of 2 Tim is the famous last words of the Apostle Paul.  It 

is the last letter of his in the bible before Paul was killed.  

Paul could see that his days were numbered; he chose to 

write a personal letter to his protege Timothy.  Someone that 

he had seen grow up in life and in faith.  Timothy is a pastor, 

a teacher and a church leader in the city of Ephesus in 

modern day Turkey. Paul, his mentor, was stuck in prison in 

Rome.  Paul knows that it is unlikely that he will ever see 

Timothy again. Paul uses this 4 chapter book to pass on his 

final guidance and encouragement to Timothy; he includes 

the things that he thought were most important for him to 

know and remember.  Today we are looking at Chapter 3 of 2 

Tim which addresses 3 important things that Paul wants 

Timothy to know.  

KNOW YOU WILL HAVE DIFFICULT TIMES v1 - Chapter 3 

starts with a warning for Timothy, so He isn’t caught out or 

surprised.  “You should know this, Timothy, that in the last 

days there will be very difficult times”. The last days are 

known as the time period between Jesus returning to heaven 

after his resurrection and the time He will return again. We 

live in this period.   He warns Timothy these days will be 

difficult, then goes on to describe what these times will look 

like and how people will behave.  Paul makes a long list of the 

characteristics of ungodliness, selfishness, human nature and 

white noise that we will see in the last days.  

SELF - People will be lovers of self. They will be self centred 

and consumed with their own interests. People will serve 

themselves and not God. They will become heartless and 

unloving towards others.  Paul goes on to describe selfishness 

in lots of different shapes and sizes.   

MONEY - People will love money more than each other.  

Selfishness says “I want to exalt myself with status and 

things” resulting in materialism.  We must be careful not to 

measure the value of someone by their possessions. A man 

may lose his soul more easily in prosperity than in adversity. 

Ephesus, where Timothy lived, was a prosperous trade city, 

he would see this every day.  

PROUD - As self-love is cultivated, it is easy to become 

boastful and proud.  Selfishness exalts itself with words, it 

becomes arrogant and looks down on others. Conversations 

will be self focused. It is a con artist it pretends to be good 

but underdelivers and lacks integrity. 

ABUSIVE - Self-love and pride will show in relationships as 

they become abusive by cutting down and insulting others.  It 

becomes disobedient to parents, it fights against structure 

and boundaries. 

UN... - People will be ungrateful, unholy, unloving and 

unforgiving. Ungrateful - self absorbed and impossible to 

satisfy.  They will only be interested in consuming. Unholy - 

abandon fear of God and pursue their own desires. Unloving - 

Abandon love for others and become Heartless and cold. 

Unforgiving - Unappeasable, they won't make peace with 

others.  

CRUEL - People will be cruel and hate what is good. Their 

speech will be slanderous and gossipy and they won’t hold 

back. They will be unrestrained and brutal pursuing what 

they want at the expense of others - Willing to hurt others 

without remorse just to get what they want. People will be 

ruthless and treacherous, willing to betray others. Reckless 

and out of control - full of conceit - I care only about me.  

EGOTISTICAL - They will be egotistical – I want what's good 

for me because I love me. I don't care about God and I don't 

care about you.  Abandoning love for others, their love will 

grow cold - . Love pleasure more than God. When people are 

all consumed with self it makes the world a dangerous place. 

 COUNTERFEIT TEACHERS - Paul calls out teachers who 

appear to have a faith but are in fact counterfeit. Teachers 

who are willing to use their position and status to victimise 

vulnerable women. Me too - in the bible.  Teachers who have 

an outward appearance of godliness or religion but deny its 

power 

Paul presents an ugly picture, but these difficult times are the 

natural outworking of hearts oriented towards self rather 

than God. Followers of Jesus will stand out. Paul warns 

Timothy about difficult times so that Timothy could block out 

the white noise around him and stay centred on what is truly 

important. Jesus taught us that the greatest commandment is 

- `You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ A second is equally important: 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  

Loving God and loving others is countercultural in the difficult 

times that Paul warned Timothy about.  This is an excellent 

starting point for considering how we as followers of Jesus 

should live in difficult times. Now is a very important time in 

history for us to be the church of Jesus Christ.   

KNOW YOUR INDELIBLE EXPERIENCES OF FAITH v10-11 - 

Paul contrasts his own example with that of the false 

teachers he has just described. Timothy knew Paul and knew 

what he had experienced and been through.  He had seen his 

example first hand and looked up to him for leadership and 

guidance.  He had heard his stories and had been there for 

several - He knew Paul was driven out of Antioch by an angry 

mob. He had to flee Iconium to avoid lynching. In Lystra he 

was stoned and left for dead. Acts 13&14. 

Timothy had seen Paul live and follow Jesus through very 

difficult and challenging times. Paul reminds Timothy how he 



 

endured adversity and persecution - The endurance he 

describes is not simply a passive sitting down and bearing 

things. It is a triumphant facing of things, with unbending 

loyalty and perseverance. His endurance is proactive and 

knows good can come out of all circumstances. We learn and 

grow in our faith not just by gaining knowledge but also by 

our experiences. What we experience ourselves and also the 

experiences of those we look up to. 

We get to see God at work through the life and experience of 

others. This gives us something tangible, an example to 

follow, an attitude to pursue.  As he anticipates his execution, 

Paul knows he won’t necessarily be rescued from physical 

death. But he knows God has enabled him to endure his 

suffering until now.  We won’t be free from difficulty in this 

life, but we can be confident that God will sustain us. 

The same Holy Spirit that was at work in and through Paul is 

the same Holy Spirit at work in Timothy. Is the same Holy 

Spirit at work in and through us and those we look up to. The 

Holy Spirit is at work in little things and in big things. 

Sometimes we see the Holy Spirit at work in others and it 

makes an Indelible, lasting and unfading impact on us. Like 

Paul's experiences had an Indelible effect on Timothy.  

This thought got me thinking about the people in my own life 

who I have witnessed experiencing adversity and difficulty 

and I have seen the Holy Spirit at work in and through their 

difficult experiences. It is not necessarily pretty - it tends to 

be gritty and hard experiences in response to adversity - that 

is what stays with you - that is what you think about as you 

go to sleep at night.  The things that you cannot forget, even 

if you tried - they have this indelible effect on you. Spend 

some time reflecting on some of the people and experiences 

that had an indelible effect on your life and faith. 

KNOW THE TRUTH - YOUR FAITH FOUNDATIONS v14-17 - 

Paul encourages Timothy in these difficult times to remain 

connected to the foundations of his faith - his indelible faith 

experiences and the truth of scripture. Timothy was one of 

the first kids in the world to be brought up in a Christian 

home.  We know that his Mother and Grandmother (Eunice 

and Lois) taught him the scriptures from a young age.  At the 

writing of this book when Paul says scriptures he is referring 

to the Old Testament.  We are fortunate now to also have the 

new testament as part of the bible.   

God’s word is full of treasure, it tells you about what our 

creator is like, it has answers to difficult questions in life.  It is 

full of God’s goodness and promises for each of us.  The 

words of the bible are made alive by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. The Bible is not a self help guide. It is a story about God 

and his history and engagement with human kind. It is not 

about us, it is about Him. Christianity is not founded on a 

printed book but on a person. We get a first hand account of 

Jesus and his teaching in the new testament. Scripture is 

truth, it is trustworthy, it gives wisdom to receive salvation. 

All scripture is inspired by God - some versions say breathed 

by God. It teaches us what is true and shines a light on what 

is wrong. It corrects us when we get it wrong and teaches us 

to do what is right, so we don’t go astray.  In other words 

scripture shows us the path to right living, it shows when we 

veer off the path, it shows us how to get back on the path 

and it shows us how to stay on the path.  It trains and 

encourages us in righteousness until we are equipped for 

every good work.  

Whatever false teaching or difficult pastoral issues Timothy 

would face, Scripture will enable him to deal with them. We 

too can use the bible to test teaching, theories, theology and 

ethics that we encounter in our own times.  In these times 

we need a firm foundation - We need to avoid distraction 

from the white noise around us - Yet be flexible to adjust to 

the challenges life brings. Scripture helps us to keep 

perspective and to be prepared. 

Every story in the bible points to Jesus, no matter what 

genre, language, context it points to Jesus Christ. Scripture is 

a story that is powerful and life changing and it is a story that 

we can become part of - like Timothy was able to.  That is the 

good news - that through faith in Jesus Christ - we can each 

become a part of God’s story of love and rescue of humanity.  

This good news/ gospel story is foundational for every 

Christian whether we have believed for a day or for a 

century.  It is the spiritual milk for the new believer and the 

hearty meal for the seasoned follower. When we encounter 

the power of the gospel it changes us.   

KNOW YOU WILL HAVE DIFFICULT TIMES - avoid the pitfalls, 

shine in the darkness.  Be light, be love, be kind.  Love God 

and Love Others.   

KNOW YOUR INDELIBLE FAITH EXPERIENCES - Don’t forget 

the people and the experiences through which God showed 

you what it looks like to follow Him even in the face of 

adversity, difficulty and persecution.   

KNOW THE TRUTH - YOUR FAITH FOUNDATIONS - there is 

power in scripture and it reveals the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

We are not our own but belong to God. 

Download or listen to this message at: 

www.icbc.org.nz 

R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

1.  Do you think we live in difficult times? Discuss each of 
the elements of selfishness and how they present in 
our culture.  V1-13 

2. Read Matthew 22:37-40 – how does this apply in 
difficult times? 

3. What are the indelible influences on your faith?  Why 
did these times have such an effect on you? 

4. Give thanks for the people who have been an amazing 
example to you. 

5. What are the foundations of your faith?   
6. What does the gospel mean to you?  Has it changed the 

way you live in these difficult times?  

http://www.icbc.org.nz/

