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                     REFLECTING ON GOD’S FAITHFULNESS 

 

This is what we call our milestones service.   Tradition we 

began 6 years ago.      Celebrate with our young people as 

they move through different milestones.    Little wonder, 

rainbow room, explorers, elevate,   Ignite.   Uni. 

Sadly, we can’t be all together to celebrate with our young 

people. 

As you read the OT of the Israelites journey out of Egypt, they 

often set up markers.   Stones that marked key events in their 

journey.   They were to help them remember 

What are some of the key markers, milestones as adults. 

Baptism, Marriage, Divorce, Retirement, Birthdays, especially 

the big ones, when came to faith, first job, first home, first 

child, Birth of all children, Drivers licence Major career 

change, Accident, Illness.   Cancer diagnoses.    Clearance.   

Loss of license   Death of a child, parents Emigration.   Death.   

Write down   7 key milestones in your life adult life.    18 plus 

With each of these milestones there is different emotions  

Some of them are exciting.     Some of them are devasting. 

Some of them are scary.      Lot of them involve an element of 

faith.      Marriage, house,  Tough ones also involve faith.     

There are 89 references in the Psalms to faithfulness.     87 

verses. 

I went through them all this week.   All 87    Put them into 

categories.   5 key themes came through.   Chosen a couple of 

verses from each category.    Flavour.    

No 5.      With 3 references      God’s faithful protection 

Psalm 91:4 (NLT)  

A picture of a mother bird with her chicks.    Beautiful picture.       

Not a promise of walking through life somehow immune 

from life’s hardships.    Often people quote Ps 91 as if it is 

some kind of get out jail card for all the bad stuff in life.       It 

is not.      But it is a picture of the heart of God towards us.    

He will not leave us or forsake is.  He is watching over our 

lives.   There is a protection that comes from the faithfulness 

of God.  

No 4 with 6 references      Proclaiming God’s faithfulness 

Psalm 40:10 (NLT)  

6 times the Psalmist tells us to proclaim God’s faithfulness to  
others.     Great  assembly.    Share and tell of God’s goodness  
to others.   Not to keep it to ourselves.       Encourage one 
another with stories of God’s faithfulness to us.       I wonder 
if too often we rush a quick thanks to God, and move on to 
the next thing.     
 
I have been up in Taupo these last two weeks, stripping us 

 daughter Emily’s kitchen and putting a new one in.    We also  
painted the lounge and stair well.    Stair well was tricky.     
 Very high peak to paint.    Rigged up a plank that came off  
the first-floor balcony and went across to a ladder.     Part  
way through painting the peak, ladder slipped on the carpet.   
3 meters up in the air.    I came crashing down.     Fortunately  
I ended up with only some nasty bruising and my pride a bit  
dented.       I just want thank God that I was not seriously  
hurt.    
 
No 3 with   17 references is   Faithfulness is a characteristic 

of God’s people 

Psalm 119:30 (NLT) Psalm 85:8 (NLT)  

I love both of these verses.  I have chosen to be faithful.     

When things are tough.   Some of you, tough right now, we 

have a choice to make.    Don’t understand what is 

happening.   When life feels out of control.     Wonder what 

will happen next.    We have a choice.   

Do we remain faithful?    

Faithful in our marriage vows.    Feel that the grass might be 

greener somewhere else 

Faith in spending time with God.    

Faithful in meeting together as God’s people.      Why have 

church numbers dropped across the country during this latest 

outbreak.  One church I heard of rang each of its members.    

Reason.   Just got out of the habit.    

Faithfulness in doing what is right.      Even if it costs us.   

God’s people are known as a people who are faithful.     As 

you look back on some of the key milestones in your life.   

Good and the tough ones.    Has your life been characterized 

by faithfulness?    Have you been faithful?    

I love the second verse.   God speaks peace to his faithful 

people.    That only happens when we are faithful   Reading 

word, prayer, spending time with God’s people.   That is how 

God speaks peace. 

No 2   with 19 references   Faithfulness is part of God’s 

character 

Psalm 25:10 (NLT) Psalm 31:5 (NLT)  

Faithfulness is part of the core DNA of who God is.       

Hebrew word means firmness, steadfastness   First reference 

to God being faithful likens God to a rock.    Unmovable 

He is faithful to his promises 

He does not lie. 

He is faithful as a creator.     Actively sustaining the created 

world, we live in. 



 

He is faithful to forgive          as we confess our sins, he 

forgives us.   

He is faithful as a High Priest   he is continually interceding 

fo3r us.    

He is faithful even when we are not faithful.   2 Timothy 3.   

because he cannot deny himself 

No 1 with 42 references is   God’s faithfulness endures 

forever 

Psalm 108:4 (NLT)  

The writer was searching for something to compare God’s 

faithfulness to.    More than once there is this reference to 

God’s faithfulness being like the clouds or as high as the 

heavens.   

The most distant thing we can see with our bare eyeballs is 

Andromeda at 2.6 million light years, which in dark skies 

looks like a fuzzy blob. God’s faithfulness being higher than 

the heavens.     Galaxy, the nearest large one to the milky 

way 

One light year is ten trillion kilometers.    25 million times 

around the world. 

37,000 years to travel on a space ship on light year 

Now the psalmist did not know any of this.     He was just 

reaching for the highest thing in could conceive and see.      It 

is vast beyond comprehension.    

Psalm 107:1 (NLT)  

Repeated phrase.  His Faithful love endures forever.    Ps 136   

Repeated 26 times as he goes through Israel’s milestones in 

their history.  Refrain.   Over and over and over again. 

Then there is Ps 100:5      His faithfulness continues to each 

generation.    Some of you like me have children who are 

away from God at the moment.   When you pray for them, as 

I know you do, remind yourself  and remind God of this.     

God be faithful to the next generation.   Pour out your Spirit 

over my children.     

Close with one more verse.    

Psalm 107:43 (NLT)  

        

  

For me this is probably one of the most challenges seasons of 

ministry in 29 years.      I can easily fall to anxiety, fear, see  

decimated congregations size,  division in church,  all just as 

we are starting a building programme.    

Those who are wise will take all this to heart.   They will see 

in our history  the faithful love of God.    As  I look at the 

milestones in my own life.      And in this church.     God has 

been faithful.   

And because God’s faithfulness endure forever it will not 

change in this new and challenging season.      Let’s choose to 

continue to be faithful to him 

 

Download or listen to this message at: 

www.icbc.org.nz 

R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

1.  Make a list of some of the key milestones in your life?      
What emotions went with them?     What steps of faith 
were involved? 
 

2. Have you ever experienced God’s protection?     How 
do we process the times when we are not protected 
from danger and disease?     
 

3. What are some ways we can proclaim God’s faithfness 
to others?    What stops us?  

 

4. Reflect on the examples of how we can be a faithful 
people.      Why do you believe attendance at church is 
so low at the moment?  

 

5. What forces (natural or supernatural) that pull us away 
from being a faithful people?     What would a faithful 
people look like in 2021? 

 

6. As you reflect on your life,  where can you see 
evidence  of God’s faithfulness? 
 

7. Why is it so important to remember that God’s 
faithfulness endures forever?  
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