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THOSE WEIRD LITTLE BOOKS: ZEPAHNIAH 

 

Do you think the creator of this universe sings over you or 

rejoices over you?  If you are a dad or a mum, you know how 

much you rejoice over your new born baby or the returned 

prodigal…  

Let us look at what Zephaniah’s words speak about the father 

heart of God.  

History & Context 

2,600 years ago, in the southern kingdom of Judah, during the 

reign of king Josiah, who was the great, great grandson of King 

Hezekiah, the nation of Judah/God’s chosen children, went 

away from God.  They valued and worshipped other gods over 

the Yahweh God. They practised Baal worship, which was the 

god of fertility. They might have had good reasons to practise 

Baal worship as they expected blessings over their harvest 

from their earthly gods. They also worshipped 

Moleck/Milcom, which included child sacrifice. Their spiritual 

blindness was so thick that they did not realise how much it 

cost them. Our God does not depend on us rather we depend 

on Him, but these earthly deities totally depend on people.  

They also worshipped starry hosts on the roof tops. They were 

worshipping the creation over the creator.  

King Josiah was a good king who feared the Lord. He sought to 

return to following God’s word and he brought spiritual 

reformation to the land to get rid of idol worship. During a time 

like this, God called Zephaniah to warn about the coming 

judgement. According to scholars Josiah and Zephaniah are 

cousins. Zephaniah is the great, great grandson of King 

Hezekiah, so he comes from a royal blood line and is a 

contemporary to Jeremiah. 

Zephaniah is boldly warning people of the coming judgement 

(Zep 1:4 – 13) for breaking the enforced covenant law/mosaic 

law. These people were swearing by Yahweh God and Moleck 

(Zep 1:5). The scripture says that we are to worship only one 

true God, (Exodus 20 :3). Do not worship any other god, for 

the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God (Exodus 

34:14). They were unfaithful to God almighty and were 

committing spiritual adultery.  

God’s righteous anger will be poured upon the spiritual 
immorality of the nation. You might be wondering how this 
could be relevant to us today?  

Timothy Keller says: If anything becomes more fundamental 
than God to your happiness, meaning in life, and identity, then 
it is an idol (Counterfeit GODS). In Colossians 3:5, Paul says, 
put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 
nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, and 
greed, which is idolatry. 

Idols could be different things for each one of us. It can dress 
up as work, dreams, may be our relationships, material 
possessions, status (at work or church), pride of knowledge, 
pride of power, spiritual pride. 

While I was preparing for this sermon, God convicted me of 
my dream of being here in New Zealand as being an idol. My 
dream was my priority. I have been chasing after my dream 
above anything else.  This was giving me false security and 
satisfaction, but when my dreams were fading away from me, 
I realize that I can find security only in God, and He provides 
everything I need.  

During challenging times like we find ourselves in now, when 
uncertainty creeps into our lives, we might try to find security 
in things other than God. If we feel that our lives have no 
meaning without certain things, e.g. relationship, 
achievement, and these have become more important than 
God, this is idolatry. 

If we find it hard to let go of things, or we spend more time on 
particular things than with God, this is idolatry. Maybe we 
should question ourselves. Am I chasing the earthly desires of 
my heart instead of chasing after God? 

Complacency 

Pride and self-sufficiency can lead us to complacency. God 
warns through Zephaniah that He will search Jerusalem with 
lamps and punish those who are complacent, who are like 
wine left on its dregs and who think The Lord will do nothing 
‘either good or bad. (Ch1:12) 

Ancient day people crushed grapes with their feet, then stored 
the wine in vessels, then poured the wine from time to time to 
get the best quality wine. Imagine tasting wine which wasn’t 
poured. Well, it will be harsh, pouring from vessel to vessel, 
purifies the wine. In our lives there can be areas that we have 
never dealt with, dark and stagnating full of self-sufficiency. 
Proverbs 16: 18 says Pride goes before destruction, a haughty 
spirit before a fall.  Am I a Christian like that? Is my heart 
hardened? Am I filled with pride and not teachable? Am I just 
a religious person outwardly? are there any dark areas, any 
idols, or any pride that I have never dealt with?  

We are no different today. The book of Zephaniah 
prophetically speaks to our lives today encouraging 
repentance.   

Characteristics of Israel 

Even though God warns us so many times through different 

ways we can be as stubborn as the people of Israel were: 

“accepts no correction, obeys no one, does not trust in the 

Lord, does not draw near to God.” (Ch3:1-2) God is a God who 

keeps His covenant so He will bring judgement to His people 

for not keeping His Covenant.  

Judgement 

Zephaniah speaks about judgement very seriously on the 

nation of Judah, Israel, and the surrounding nations. It is so 

serious that He speaks about the day of the Lord within these 

three chapters many more times than other prophets.  It will 

be a day of darkness, a day of distress and his jealous anger 

will consume the whole earth, just like the day of Noah. 

Zephaniah says that He will sweep away everything from the 



 

face of the earth (Zep 1:2). None of their earthly possessions 

or their gods will save them.  

Restoration 

To escape the judgement, we must seek Him, his 
righteousness, humility and do what he commands, then 
perhaps we will be sheltered (Zep 2:3). God is a covenant-
keeping God, he brings hope and restoration (Ch 3:11-20). God 
will purify their lips so they might serve him faithfully. He will 
gather the scattered nation and restore them. He will remove 
the proud and exalt the meek and humble. And God will give 
security to his chosen people in the midst of their land.  

There is always hope in Him, He is merciful and slow to anger. 
He warned the nation of Judah 25 years earlier, through 
Zephaniah, of the coming distress on the land by the 
Babylonian army. 

In the book of Hosea, he gave Gomer so many chances. In 
Nahum, He waited 100 years. God also gives us so many 
chances. Throughout the Bible this is the father heart of God. 
He is slow to anger.  

Discipline is designed for restoration, not for destruction of 

mankind. Armies may rise and fall, distress and darkness will 

take over our lives, yet God will be faithful to His covenant and 

will bring His people back to His original design through 

discipline. “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, 

and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord 

disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he 

accepts as his son. (Hebrews 12: 5-6) The LORD your God is with 

you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great 

delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you but will 

rejoice over you with singing.” (Zep 3:17 NIV). He shows grace, 

and He sings, the creator of this universe sings over you and 

me. He loved us so much that he gave his only son on the cross, 

so that we are hidden from the deserved judgement, through 

his blood. The wrath of God for our rebelliousness and our 

spiritual immorality was poured upon Jesus 2000 years ago on 

the cross, so that you and I can be cleansed.  That is how much 

He loves us.  

There is always hope. Today we can boldly declare that Jesus 
is a mighty warrior who saves us, and He is indeed in the midst 
of us. When you come broken and humble, and surrender 
yourself, he accepts you and hides you, and quiets you with his 
singing, just as I experienced His amazing love when I was 
broken and returned to Him. Zephaniah means “Yahweh 
hides”.  God hides us. This is the nature of our God throughout 
the Bible. Noah and family were hidden from the Judgement 
which came as a flood. Lot and family were hidden from the 
judgement on Sodom and Gomorrah. Today we are hidden in 
Christ.  

If we let God deal with our hearts and are ready to crucify idols 

in our life, if we let God deal with our complacency, He is 

faithfully waiting with arms wide open to accept us.  So, take 

a moment and let us reflect on ourselves, and invite the Holy 

spirit to reveal any idols that we might have, or any 

complacency in our lives. Let us humble ourselves and return 

to Him so that we will be hidden in Christ.  

Download or listen to this message at: 

www.icbc.org.nz 

 

R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

1. What makes God sing over me? How does God see me? 

(Look at yourself through the lens of God. You might like 

to write a journal entry or draw a picture.) 

2. What are some of the idols that I recognise in my life 

today? How can I deal with them? 

3. What does complacency look like in my life? 

4. What is my purpose on this earth? Why am I really living 

for? (How would you respond to unanswered prayers 

and dreams/hopes of your life? 
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