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THE FOUR HORSEMEN 

 

Revelation is a book of symbolism, written to a church under 

intense persecution.   It is a series of overlapping visions.    If 

we are to make sense of it, we have to see that was relevant 

to the people it was written to as well as for today.      It can’t 

be some detailed road map of the end times 1000’s of years 

in advance because that would be of no comfort to the 

people of the 1st century.   

 Rev 6:1-9   This is part of the 1st vision.   Chapters 4 to 7.      

Each vision gives insight into the time from Christ’s ascension 

to Christ’s return.      It talks symbolically of 4 horses  

White horse.   V 2.   This is confusing because in Chap 19 we 

have a white horse whose rider is clearly Jesus Christ.    But 

what about this white horse?     It seems similar but different.   

The best way to interpret things we are not sure about is to 

use passages that are non-symbolic to help. 

When Jesus is asked about the times to come Matthew 24:4-

7   he  gives a very clear description of what is to come that 

aligns with the four horsemen ; deception, war,  famine  

Earthquakes    2nd Horsemen   war  3rd Horsemen   famine  4th 

death  So if we use Matthew as a control text, it makes sense 

the first horseman is a  false Christ.     They look a bit like 

Jesus and they take people in.      1 John 2:18 talks of many 

antichrist.   

Christians around the world are being sucked into conspiracy 

theories and going down all kinds of rabbit holes.     This does 

our credibility no good at all.     When Christians are busy 

disputing what is factual information,   then we are written 

off by the community around us.   Christians should be 

pursuers of truth,    In an age of information overload, we 

have to be incredibly careful when it comes to discernment.      

How do we discern truth?     Who do us trust or not trust.    

Suggestions. 

#  Get more familiar with the big picture of the Bible.    Use  

the Bible project website to get an overview of books.              

#  Don’t accept at face value teaching, books etc.   Just 

because they have good marketing, or are so called Christian 

leaders.                                                                                                  

# Get other people who have some theological training to 

evaluate the credibility of the source you are looking at.   

Beware of claims of exclusive knowledge.                                                  

# There are a huge number of false prophets continually 

prophesy revival, and special insights into what is happening 

in the world today.                                                                                                                 

# Reevaluate your end times and kingdom theology.   Some   

teaching of the 60’s and 70’s might need revisiting.  

2nd Horseman is that of war.    One of the characteristics of 

the age between the first and second coming of Jesus.    

Many Christians have this idea that things like wars are 

getting worse.    In fact the % of the world’s population that is 

killed by war has recently  declined.    1206-1207 it is 

estimated the Genghis Khan killed off 11% of the world‘s 

population.      Contrast World war 11, 3%. Even though it 

was the deadliest conflict in terms of numbers.   But over the 

course of history, no clear evidence either for a decline or an 

increase.      War is a constant reality of th is time.   

How do we understand war as a follower of Jesus?   In the 

OT, the Bible says when Israel went to war, God fought for 

them.   Often a miracle occurred.   Duet 20:1-9 tells the 

Israelites not to worry if they had a smaller army.  God would 

fight for them.     Isaiah tells the people not to trust in 

chariots.      Chariots were the high tech military of the day.   

In Zechariah 9,   it tells us when the Messiah comes, he will 

bring peace.   Christ is a peace maker    300 year the early 

Christians undermined the greatest military power on earth, 

by refusing to fight in war.   Many were killed for their stance. 

It was only when Constantine came to faith the idea of a just 

war was developed as a last resort.       While many Christians 

fought in 1st and 2nd wars, (many of our grandparents) .  there 

were also many Christians who refused and were put in 

internment camps in NZ.  Obviously there is debate about 

whether Christians should go to war.     I find it hard to 

imagine Jesus holding a machine gun, no matter how just the 

cause.  But the source of war is the rider of the red horse. 

The third horseman rides a black horse and this is famine.   “A 

loaf of wheat bread for a day’s pay.”       Some translations.      

1 quart of wheat for a day’s wage.    In John’s time the rate 

normally would be 16 quarts.    One quart   is barely enough 

to survive.        “Do not damage the oil and wine.”      Oil and 

wine were luxuries.     What it is saying is the masses are in 

poverty, but some are still living in luxury.     Today we are 

facing incredible inequality in the world.     The gap between 

the top 20% in NZ and the bottom 20% increased by 26% 

between 2015 and 2018, according to article in stuff, quoting. 

Economist Brad Olsen.    

Our resources are going to feed the red horse of war and 

millions are dying by the advance of the black horse. In  2016 

Stockholm International Peace Research Institute estimated 

that just 10% of what the world spent on military would end 

poverty and hunger by 2030.     

The forth horse man is death.     Given authority over ¼ earth 

to kill with the sword, famine, disease and wild animals.    

(Some translations have plague.   Pestilence.   Old word 

meaning pandemic)     World Bank data from  2019 says the 

chances  of males getting to 65 were 74%   Chances if female 

81%   So really roughly ¼ are being cut down by the fourth 

horseman.     So along with deception, war, inequality,   

another characteristic of the time we live in is going to be 

premature death from war, poverty, sickness, accidents, 

natural disasters.   

Many Christians in the last decades have said.    War, famine, 

earthquake.     Ah it is a sign. The end of the world is coming.     



 

Jesus clearly said.  We should expect these things.    This is 

normal for this time.      Don’t be sucked in.      Some 

Christians have bought into the idea that when things get too 

bad in the world Jesus will come and take them away.      

These have normally been Christian in the West.   For many 

Christians over centuries, today   things could have been any 

worse than they were.   And Jesus did not take them out of it. 

Christians are not to sit back and say.   Well the world is a 

mess.   There is nothing we can do.         We will just get out 

our end times charts and wait and see it all unfold. 

No, throughout the centuries Christians have fought against 

the four horsemen.  They have recognized that to follow 

Jesus means to stand up to these four horseman.      

Christians have been committed to preaching the gospel 

throughout the world, and to stand against the false 

prophets and teachers who have peddled their lies and 

distortions.        Christians have been committed to standing 

up for the truth.      

Christians have fought against the horseman of war by trying 

to be peacemakers,   to live out a life of forgiveness and 

reconciliation and to oppose war by refusing to fight in it.  

Christians should be peacemakers in racial conflict because 

this is a kingdom value. 

Christians have fought against the third horseman of famine 

and poverty.    Many of the world’s aid agencies like World 

Vision and Tear Fund have sprung from Christians committed 

to following Jesus.     The influence of Christian charities on 

the world has been absolutely immense.   Hospitals, schools, 

disaster relief, hospices,    

Christians have fought against the fourth horseman of 

premature death.      Christians refused to allow this 

horseman to kill baby girls in the Roman Empire.    

Infanticide.   They fought against death by setting up 

hospitals.    They fought against the pandemics of the time by 

refusing to flee the cities and abandon those who were sick 

to their fate.   

This Covid pandemic is not a sign of the end of the world.     

There have been pandemics throughout the centuries.         

But we are not to sit back and be fatalistic.   We are to use 

whatever tools we can to fight against illnesses.      God has 

given us incredible ability to understand how things work, 

and doctors and medicines and vaccines are God’s gift to 

humanity.    Without vaccines today polio and small pox 

would sweep the world.  Millions would die or be very sick.       

The kingdom is the opposite of these four horseman.    The 

kingdom is one of light and truth.        The kingdom is where 

the truth of the gospel is preached and people respond in 

faith to God’s gift of Jesus Christ.       The kingdom is where 

truth is proclaimed and celebrated because God is a God of 

truth.   That can be truth in the justice system, truth in the 

matter of corruption, truth in science, truth in our media.   In 

the kingdom there is no deception, and no distortion.    

 The kingdom is one of peace between where there is 

harmony between neighbors, where forgiveness is freely 

given because God has freely forgiven us.  The kingdom is 

one where there is reconciliation between races and cultures.    

Every culture is in heaven, in all their diversity.       

The kingdom is one where there is no war between nations.     

There is no conflict with the earth itself, but we steward the 

resources of the earth as precious.    

The kingdom is one of equality, sharing of resources, and a 

commitment to help those in poverty and need.   The 

kingdom is where people not just survive, but people thrive 

physically, mentally and spiritually.   The kingdom is one of 

life, where every life is precious, and valued, and celebrated.  

The kingdom is one of hope that promises eternal life, and a 

restored physical body, that will never suffer pain or disease. 

This is the kingdom and it is the opposite of the four 

horseman who want to kill and destroy what God intended.    

The four horseman help us see the current pandemic in the 

context of history of the world, and in particular the “end 

times”  the time between Jesus ascension and Jesus return. 

What it tells us is that we should not be surprised or upset or 

discouraged.   This is exactly as Jesus said it would be. 

But it also helps us to not sit back and accept what is 

happening.   We are to fight against these four horsemen 

because they do not represent the kingdom of God.      We 

are agents of the kingdom and we are to do all we can to 

counter these horseman.    We are to be agents of hope 

because we know the end of the story.      Vision ends with 

the incredible picture of all the nations gathered before God.   

We read these words huge   comfort to suffering Christians 

over the centuries.  Rev 7:14-19 

Download or listen to this message at: 

www.icbc.org.nz 

R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

1.  Have you been personally impacted by one of the four 
horsemen?   Deception, war, famine, death? 

2. How has our lack of exposure to the four horsemen  
often distorted our theology and thinking in the NZ 
church?       

3. Think about how your faith would be outworked in a 
country with lots of war and famine.     What beliefs 
would be challenged?  

4. How do you  evaluate teaching from the internet or 
other sources so as not to be deceived?      

5. What can we do as Christians in this current Covid 
pandemic to promote kingdom values of life and hope 
to counter the 4th horseman? 

6. Discuss how you think Christians should respond to the 
horseman of war.    

7. What is your  response to the words of Revelation 7:14-
19.    
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