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                     FAITHFULNESS IN AN AGE OF DECEPTION 

 

2 Timothy   

There is a little book at the back of the Bible called 2 Timothy.     

It has just four short chapters and you can read it in 15 

minutes or so.  It is a very personal letter because the writer, 

the apostle Paul, was in prison, on trial and expecting to be 

executed.   It is called 2 Timothy because he wrote a previous 

letter.  Paul considered Timothy like a son and desperately 

wants to see him before he dies.    But in case he doesn’t he 

wants to pass on as a mentor as much wisdom as he can.     

This is the last thing that he wrote.      V1-4 

Paul wants to encourage Timothy who is in Ephesus with the 

church there.     Timothy is young and the church is facing 

some pretty big challenges.     There are lot of false teachers 

promoting stuff and running down Paul.  What does Paul do?     

He wants take every possible truth that he knows, wisdom he 

has and pour it into Timothy.     7 things he reminds him of.  

Why are these words relevant to us?    1.  This is the Word of 

God and it always speaks to us.    2. We like Timothy are living 

in an age when the church is under huge attack.    3.  We can 

feel overwhelmed and out of our depth with what we are 

facing in life, as Timothy might well have.      

Remember your heritage v5 

Timothy had a godly heritage of  mother and grandmother.   

Notice there is no mention of the men in his life which 

suggests they were either dead or not believers.   But these 

women have been faithful in tough circumstances to bring up 

Timothy on their own in faith.      This is a great 

encouragement to those of you grandparents, single parents, 

or married to someone who is not a believer. It shows the 

power of your influence, your prayers. 

Why does he remind him of this heritage?    Because each of 

us stand here today on the back of others faith.    If not 

parents, then a   faithful SS teacher, or youth group leader.    

That helps anchor us.    

Remember the spiritual gift you have v6 

You have at least one spiritual gift.   The words “Fan into 

flames” suggests that while God gives as gift to us, we have a 

responsibility to develop and grow it.    

I have a gift of leadership and   teaching/preaching.       It is 

not something I have earned, or deserve but a gift from God.    

But just because God has given me that gift doesn’t mean I 

should not read books on leadership or study great preachers 

o get feedback on how to get better.       And I could choose 

not to use those gifts because they are hard work.      

What gifts has God given you to build up the church?  

Encouragement, spiritualty, service, prophesy,    Leading 

worship, are for others.       What are you doing with the gift 

God has given you.   One day have to answer to God.     Think 

of the story of the Master and the talents and the 

condemnation of the one who buried what they had been 

given.   (Matthew 25:14-30) 

Remember the Holy Spirit is within you  v7 

It would have been easy for Timothy to feel overwhelmed by 

the issues he faced.    There were powerful men who were 

working to undermine the church.   Paul was a long way 

away, and at times I am sure Timothy felt overwhelmed and 

lonely.   In the face of strong, demanding, manipulative, 

opinionated people it is easy to become fearful and pull back.      

Paul wants to remind him that the Holy Spirit is within him, to 

help give him grace, to help give himself control, to help him 

to be strong and yet loving.       “You are not alone Timothy.   

Remember the same Spirit that raised Christi from the dead 

is at work in you”.      Power love self-control is Jesus in a 

nutshell.     How easy it for us feel overwhelmed and fearful 

in our situation.    We need someone to remind us of this. 

Remember to keep sharing your faith v8 

Never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord    Word 

ashamed is one of most repeated word in this chapter.   4 

times 

Jesus said.  If ashamed of me, then on the day of judgement I 

will be ashamed of you. Luke 9:26   I think today many are 

ashamed to talk about Jesus.   We don’t want to be labelled 

as a crackpot, fundamentalist.     We are Embarrassed by 

some of the antics of some Christian leaders around the 

place.   (I am too) But we must never be ashamed of Jesus or 

the gospel.       There is no other hope for this world.       

Nothing else is going to bring transformation to this world.  

Yes, we are to serve the city and get involved in influencing 

society around us to reflect he kingdom.   But to really make 

a difference we need to see more lives that have 

encountered Jesus Christ.  

In the Roman times, shame and honour were key values.     

So many would have felt shame that Paul was in prison as a         

political prisoner.        People would not want to be 

associated with a movement where key leader was in jail.    

Many today ashamed to mention their faith in Jesus for fear 

of ridicule.     Yes, we are to be respectful and listen and not 

to force it down people’s throats.    But how will people hear 

if no one tells them about Jesus love for them.       We are not 

to be ashamed of Jesus Christ. 

Remember the gospel   v9-11 

Next, he reminds    him of the gospel.                                                       

God choose us; we   didn’t deserve it.     Contrast with:       

Everybody is good. Good people will be this is True to a point 

in that we are all made in the image of God.       But we are all 

sinners who have rebelled against God.     If we don’t believe 

this, we don’t need saved.   



 

God sent Jesus into world     Contrast with:  Jesus was just a 

good person, but is not God.                                                            

Jesus broke the power of death.   Contrast with; the death of 

Jesus is not central.  It is all a parable.   You can be a Christian 

and not believe in the resurrection.                                     Jesus 

is the way to everlasting life:  Contrast with: Everyone will be 

saved and have eternal life.    God will not let anyone suffer.  

This is a Half-truth: God is a relational God.   But he will not 

force himself on anyone.   Ultimately if we keep rejecting 

God, God will walk away.       That is our choice, not God’s.                                                                                                            

Jesus is the only way to God.    Contrast with:  There are     

many ways to faith.        Truth is relative.   No absolute truth.     

My God is not the same as your God. 

There are many things on the edges of faith that Christians do 

not agree on.   But the core of Christianity has not changed 

over 2000 years and is embraced by every denomination.      

But today the very core of the gospel is under attack by 

Christian leaders and influencers.     

Remember to guard the gospel   v11-14 

This is a bit of a funny passage.   On one hand he says.   I am 

sure God can guard what I have entrusted to him.    I.e. his    

life work as an apostle.   He is stuck in prison and the 

churches he planted are under threat.    But he is confident 

God has it under control.    But then he says.    “Hold on to 

the teaching learnt from me.    Guard the precious truth that 

has been entrusted to you”.   

With the word “Entrusted” is the idea that you give 

something to someone to look after.  I.e. you give your 

money to the bank for them to guard.      Paul has given his 

life and work to God to guard.     God has given him this 

gospel message.   But now he is telling Timothy; Guard this 

precious truth that has been given to you.      Don’t let it be 

distorted.     Don’t let it be watered down.    Don’t live in a 

way that brings it into disrepute.      Don’t hang on to it and 

not share it.        We are holders of something of huge value 

that God has given to us to look after.   

Have you thought about that fact that the gospel message is 

something to guard?   We are to pass it on to the next 

generation like a precious family heirloom passed from one 

family to the next.   It is something priceless that we are to 

guard.  Today the gospel is under attack from many even 

from within the church 

Some make it out to be a gospel of health and wealth.     

Some make a gospel that denies the reality of sin and the 

need for repentance.                                                                              

Some make a gospel that denies the reality of judgement and 

just focusses on God’s love and grace.                                    

Some make a gospel that denies the reality of the 

resurrection.                                                                                              

Some deny the truth of the Bible as God’s word.   

Make no mistake the gospel is under attack today as much as 

it ever has been throughout the centuries.      

Remember the example of others v15-18 

All Christian deserted Paul, even phygelus and Hermonges.    

By saying “Even” it suggests it was someone close or 

someone who seemed really committed.  You can feel his 

pain.    Then he  Remembers ONesiphorus,  who  went out of 

his way to find Paul in prison and help him 

I think of two Christians I knew from my 20’s    One was 

passionate as a follower of Christ.      I used to feel 

embarrassed at his fervour for evangelism compared to mien.   

But within a few years he had dropped away completely.  The 

other was less passionate but very faithful for many years.      

Now he is no longer involved in church at all and  seems more 

concerned with leading a life of pleasure.      

I am sure all of us know of people who used to be committed 

to following Jesus who no longer do so.    Read Matthew 

24:12, Revelation 2:4    

Paul is encouraging Timothy to be faithful and reminding him 

of someone who showed that faithfulness and others who 

once were strong and no longer are. 

Carefully guard what has been entrusted to you.       Don’t 

take it for granted.    Realize that we are standing against a 

tide that is going against us.     It is like when you stand in the 

sea and feel the pull of the tide.    The tide of the society that 

we live in is wanting to pull us away.      You might think it will 

never happen to us.      But even those who were really 

committed and close to Paul fell away.    We are not immune 

to that pull.   

Now if you are anything like me, you have trouible 

remembering 3 things, let alone 7.     I don’t want you to try.    

Look at the 7 things.      Which one is God wanting to remind 

you of today?    
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R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

1.  Which one of the 7 do you most need to remember at 
the moment?   Why? 

2. Whose faith do you stand on the shoulders of?   Why is 
it helpful to remember this? 

3. When have you felt anxious recently?  How do we in 
practise access the spirt of power, love 7 & self control?     

4. Why might we feel ashamed of the gospel?  How might 
sharing cost us? 

5. What was the essence of the gospel that bought you to 
faith? 

6. What elements of the gospel do you see coming under 
attack?  How do we guard ourselves against deception? 

7. Who  do you know who has dropped away from faith?  
Who is someone who has been faithful over the long 
haul?   What  can you learn from both? 
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