
22 August  2021 -  Keith Harrington 

HEART ATTACK  PT 3     

 

Over the years as a pastor, I have heard people confess too 

many things. I have never had anyone confess to being 

greedy.      

We began a series two weeks ago on heart killers: anger, 

guilt, greed and jealousy.     Now the issue with greed is that 

it is a silent heart killer.   We are not aware of it.    It does not 

make itself obviously known.    We know if anger is an issue.      

We can feel guilt eating away at us.    Jealousy is obvious.    

However, greed, not so much.  It disguises itself.         

Guilt says,   I owe you.     Anger says, You owe me.       Greed 

says,    I owe me.      What is mine is mine because I have 

earned it.     And behind greed is fear.     Fear of not having 

enough   Fear of missing out.    Fear of losing everything. 

11 Signs that Greed has hold of your heart.    Remember 

greed is very hard to self-diagnose so be ruthless.   

• You worry about money a lot    (and talk about it a lot)  

• Your garage and cupboards are overflowing with stuff  

• You find it hard to share your stuff with anyone else. 

• You talk as if you just have enough to get by 

• You are spending more than you earn.    I.e. on credit.   

• You do not feel content with what you have. 

• You give reluctantly and not very cheerfully 

• You keep trying to make more money    

• You ignore people you could help and feel little empathy  

• You are stingy or loose with money.   Or both 

• You don’t express gratitude often   

If you ticked more than two of these, maybe you are in 

denial.    

Greed is an issue for all people.    Poor people can be greedy.    

Rich people can be greedy.   Greed is not a financial issue.   It 

is a heart issue.      When a greedy person gets more money, 

they do not become less greedy.      

Read Luke 12:13-21   Jesus tells us, in response to a question 

to guard our heart against all sorts of greed.    Why do we 

need to guard our heart?    Because greed is subtle.   He then 

said life is not measured by how much you own.  For a greedy 

person their stuff is an extension of themselves.   So if  

something happens to their stuff, or you damage their stuff 

then you are hurting them.    Greed is driven by fear and this 

man is fearful he will not get his share of the inheritance.    

The fear is that God can’t or will not take care of him.   Or 

that he will take care of him but not the level he wants to be 

cared for.   The gap is a source of anxiety and so to provide a 

sense of security, the person wants to get more. 

However, the problem is there is never enough to feel 

secure.    Stuff provides a level of security but it is never 

enough for the  heart.  And this is what they fear.        After 

Jesus tells us to guard against every kind of greed he tells a 

story 

The farmer has one of those seasons when everything goes 

right.    There is not too much rain.   There is not too much 

sun.   He has a bumper crop.    However, it is so much better 

than a normal season that his barns are not big enough.  This 

man thinks;    Look at all my hard work has paid off.       He 

never considers that God has blessed him.    He just thinks he 

has earnt it.      In addition, he never considers that God has 

blessed him so he could help others.     

Greed thinks;     I have earnt it.  I deserve it.    It is mine to 

spend on me.       So he thinks;   I will build a bigger barn to 

store it all in.   I am sure he could justify it.      Greed is always 

looking for something good to hide behind.     I am being 

prudent.   I can retire and help others.   I can help the kids.    

He might have lots of stuff, but he is going to run out of time.   

God tells him he will die that night.     Not only is our time in 

God’s hands but actually our money is God as well,    the 

story ends with the question.   Who will get all his stuff?    

Well, not him he is dead.   Someone else will, but not because 

he is generous.     He is dead.   It is only a matter of time 

before someone else will get all our stuff.      

 The problem is the Jesus defines greed differently from us.     

’ “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not 

have a rich relationship with God.”   What does it mean “a 

rich relationship with God” or “Rich towards God”     It is a 

lifestyle of generosity.     A greedy person saves carefully and 

gives sparingly.  A greedy person sees it is his right to use his 

wealth for himself.     In addition, Jesus says the greedy 

person is a fool.    

If you were to create a list of all you actually have, what 

would it look like?   Quite long.     Often our focus is on the 

stuff we do not have.    The power of advertising makes us 

think of all we do not have.     We often fail to look at what 

we do have.   It is likely your list would be longer than your 

grandparents are, or in fact most people in the world.   

So why do you have what you have?   Why has God given it to 

you, and not someone else?   Why do we have more than we 

need?      Is it so we can give to someone who is in need? 

We have said that the key to stopping the four heart killers is 

to develop four habits.    Guilt is conquered by confession and    

anger by forgiveness.  Greed is conquered by generosity.       

Generosity breaks the grip of greed on our hearts.   But we 

think; Well if I just had a little bit more then I would be 



 

generous.     This is a Lie because we never reach that point.   

We all have more than we need.   And God has given us more 

than we need so that we can be generous.   We can’t wait for 

our heart to change before we start giving.   

We cannot wait until we reach a certain income level before 

we give.     As we give, God will change our hearts.      We will 

be rich in our relationship with God when we begin to start 

giving to the things that God is passionate about. 

What is he passionate about?  His kingdom – the place where 

God reigns.  Where there is no suffering.    Where every knee 

bows before Jesus.  When we give to any charity working 

against suffering of any kind,  poverty, hunger  abuse,  

injustice, we are giving in line with the heart of God. When 

we support missions, we are giving in line with his heart    

When we  support our local church we are giving  in line with 

his heart   When we give to the persecuted church we are 

giving in line with his heart.   This is how we become rich in 

our relationship with God.    

We have to cultivate a habit of giving so the first thing that 

comes to mind when we get a bit extra is ;   who can I help 

with this money?      Not what can I get with this money  

The issue is not having money.   The issue is why you have 

been given what you have been given.     Maybe you have 

worked hard, invested wisely, got an inheritance, or just had 

some good luck.     It does not really matter how it came to 

you.     The question is; why has God given you this money?    

It is not yours.     It’s been given to you by God to manage. 

If you go to a financial planner, they will ask you;  What are 

your goals?    Why do they ask you this?    Because it is not 

their money.      It doesn’t matter what the financial planner 

wants.    That is totally irrelevant.     It is not his money.       If 

you gave him some money to manage, you don’t expect him 

to go out and buy a car with it.   You expect him to ask you 

what you are working towards, and then you expect him to 

invest it towards that end.    

King David was king.     In those days, it was accepted the king 

owned everything and everybody in his realm.      Everything 

and everybody was his.    But King David knew something 

that many of us have not fully grasped. Read 1 Chronicles 

29:11 

Greed is the silent heart killer that we cannot see.    If we do 

get a glimpse of it, we quickly shut it down in denial.     We 

look at how much others have.     We justify it in our minds.   

Yet Jesus said that greed is a sin.    The church in the west has 

fixated on sexual sin, and ignored the fact the NT speaks just 

as strongly about the dangers of greed and money.      

 Jesus says greed chokes out spiritual vitality.   Think of the 

story of the sower and the seed. Matthew 13:1-23.     Some 

seed   - the Word of God – was choked out by the cares and 

worries of this world.  The problem is the more stuff we have, 

the more stressed we get, not the less stressed.      There is 

more stuff to break down, or go missing, or look after.     

I challenge you to honestly do the greed test again and if you 

tick more than one thing, admit to the possibility that greed 

could be at work in your heart.   

Five things you could do to cultivate a habit of generosity 

1.  Do a spring clean of anything you have not used in a year.  

 Donate it to a charity that helps others.   

2.  Create space in your budget for giving.   If you have not it 

is  hard to give regularly or spontaneously.   

3. Increase your current regular giving, and review often 

4.  Practise daily thanksgiving for all God has given you 

5.  Ask God regularly;   who can I help with what you have 

 given me? 

Download or listen to this message at:  
www.icbc.org.nz 
 
REFLECTION + DISCUSSION 
 

 What makes greed so hard to self-diagnose? 
 

 How many of the 11 greed indicators did you find?    
Was this a shock?     

 

 What defence mechanisms do we use to deny the 
thought that we might be greedy?   Why is it so 
hard to admit? 

 

 What fears might be behind your greed? 
 

 If you were God and could see the whole world, 
what would you say to us, living in NZ? 

 

 What hinders us from grasping that everything we 
have actually belongs to God and not us?    What 
would help us better grasp this? 

 

 What are the consequences of allowing greed to 
remain undetected in our hearts?   

 

 Discuss how you could make generosity a habit?   
Do you have other ideas besides the five given? 
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