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THOSE WEIRD LITTLE OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS - HOSEA 

 

Hosea is a book of the bible written by the prophet Hosea - it 
continues the current series profiling some of the weird little 
books of the bible written by the minor prophets.  Recently we 
had John Tucker visit who also preached from Hosea chapters 
1-3 - on the story of Hosea and his wife Gomer and their 
children. In order to understand Hosea it is worth discussing 
covenant first. 
What is a covenant?  
A covenant is a promise, a solemn promise, a binding and 
unbreakable promise.  Understanding Covenants helps with 
understanding the bible and the context of what is read. These 
covenants are like the skeleton or structure of the redeeming 
story of the Bible. They are fundamental to what we believe 
today and what God has promised to Israel and to ultimately 
us. The primary covenant referred to in Hosea is known as the 
Mosaic covenant made between Israel and God on Mount Sinai 
when Moses was given the law by God.    
Marriage is an example of a covenant between a husband and a 
wife.  Rings act as a sign and a reminder of this covenant.  A 
Marriage is a covenant agreement to maintain an absolutely 
exclusive and deeply personal relationship.  In Hosea the 
prophet uses a comparison between a marriage and God’s 
covenant with Israel. 
The book of Hosea/Context 
Hosea was written to the people of the northern kingdom of 
Israel about 750 years before Jesus. Israel had increasingly 
moved away from the worship of God to the worship of 
Canaanite idols, particularly those who were associated with 
fertility of people and the land. Hosea is God’s messenger and is 
the last prophet to the northern kingdom of Israel prior to it 
being invaded and destroyed. This 14 chapter book using a 
variety of language and styles spread over 40 year history of 
Hosea’s ministry.   
Breakdown of Hosea 
Chapter 1-3 the story of Hosea marrying Gomer. Living parable 
story.  One of the first things God asked him to do. 
Chapters 4- 7  Hosea lays out the case against Israel - why and 
how they have broken covenant with God. 
Chapters 8-10 Warning of coming judgement and destruction. 
Called to repentance or Kingdom cut short, return to slavery 
and destruction of the monarchy and military.  
Chapters 11-14 Warning that God would return them to slavery 
as he did in Egypt if they continued to follow other gods. But 
God promises restoration of Israel and that they will eventually 
reach a point of repentance as a single nation and as his people. 
Including references to the coming restoration and mercy that 
would come through Jesus Christ.  
Hosea is the master of the metaphor, he uses lots of figurative 
language and description to get his point across. God is 
described as a lion, leopard, bear, eagle, great pine tree. As well 
as a faithful husband, lover, parent. Israel on the other hand is 
described as an unfaithful wife, stubborn heifer, half baked 
bread, faulty bow, senseless dove, a baby refusing to be born, a 

headless stalk. Hosea says that Israel will fade away like smoke, 
ice, mist, dew or chaff.  
There are four key parties in the book of Hosea -Hosea, Gomer, 
Israel and God 
HOSEA  

 Prophet of Unchanging God Is God’s messenger/prophet to 
the northern Kingdom of Israel. Was part of a faith community 
that was increasingly seen as irrelevant to the surrounding 
culture. That culture did not recognise the course of destruction 
it was on. Warned Israel of destruction of the cities and 
expulsion from the land. Which was ignored. Lived a chaotic life 
that God was able to work through.  

 Merciful Husband  He is called by God to marry Gomer a 
prostitute at the beginning of his ministry. He lives out a 
metaphor with his marriage to Gomer and family life. The 
names of his children are a message to Israel. She left him, 
cheated on him and shamed him. He had grounds for divorce 
perfectly reasonable. But God called Hosea to respond to 
Gomer the same way he responded to Israel’s unfaithfulness to 
him with mercy.  

 Faithful  Despite heartbreak and disappointment Hosea 
remained faithful and committed to Gomer even when his 
commitment was one way. Sacrificial love to restore his wife 
and restore their marriage. Patient, forgiving and 
gracious. Prioritised relationship.  Remained committed to his 
wife and his calling through 40 years of ministry and 
prophecy.Had his heart broken. Suffered through heart break 
and agony. He learned how God suffers with the sin of his 
people.  

 Paid great cost Costly to him to marry Gomer. Emotional and 
actual cost. Family cost. Reputation cost. 

 Why?  He was a prophet who could now understand some of 
God's pain with Israel. Hosea suffers because of the sin of 
Gomer, the same way God suffered with the sin and 
unfaithfulness of Israel.  Hosea lived out a parable in front of 
the people.   
GOMER:  

 Unfaithful chasing multiple other men. She ended up as a 
street prostitute.  She dressed as a prostitute would dress and 
invited attention of other men.  She sought opportunities to 
walk away. Did not uphold her side of the marriage.  Violated 
the covenant between her and Hosea.   

 Resistant to change Perhaps She didn't want to change. She 
was OK with the way things were. Shame, fear, rejection in 
redeeming love version all have a role to play in locking people 
into bad situations. Did not recognise the value of what she had 
been given. Didn’t have Eyes to see or ears to hear. 

 Empty Driven by inner emptiness and never satisfied. Out of 
control. Cheapened what was sacred. 

 Bottomed out Did not deserve mercy or grace.  She fell to the 
deepest depths, how deep? To the point she was sold.  

II SRAEL  



 

 Unfaithful  Deteriorating situation.  Religiously and politically 
unfaithful to God. Made sacrifices to idols.  Thanked other gods 
for their provision.  These temples had prostitutes.  Child 
sacrifices were made.  Politically sold out to Assyria and/or 
Egypt for their protection. .   

 Resistant to change Refused to listen to warning or repent.  
Divided from Judea far from reconciliation as a nation.  
Relied on its military power for protection. Yet they were on the 
edge of destruction and a return to the slavery that God had 
previously taken the people of Israel from in Egypt.   

 Empty Neglected God and covenant. The Priests of God were 
derelict in their duty because they did not know God 
themselves and did not make him known to the people.    
Did not recognise the path of destruction it was on.  
Did not appreciate the cost.  
Worshipped fertility gods attributing fruitfulness of the produce 
and of people to idols.  
An example of a nation deviating from the course of its 
covenant and founding.  

 Bottomed out. Hosea 4:1-5 NLT 
GOD Unchanging God Loves us each as individuals and also 
loves the nation of Israel. Layers of God’s love. God is 
disappointed with the behaviour of Israel. Characteristics of 
God _which he maintains to this day. Slow to anger. Gives 
plenty of chances. And warnings. Won't give up on you.  

 Merciful Husband to an unfaithful wife/nation. The story of 
Hosea has been called the story of the prodigal wife. And 
through it we learn something more of the character of God. 
The pain He experiences, like the broken heart of a husband, 
when we seek other idols before him.  

 Faithful Keeps his promises.  Has kept covenant and has 
promised to restore Israel. 

 Paid great cost It hurt God that Israel was not faithful to his 
covenant.  Keeps his promise and holds up his side no matter 
what. He can hold up one side of a covenant - through Jesus he 
holds up both sides of the covenant he holds our side up as 
well. God's sacrificial love for us is demonstrated through Jesus 
Christ.  

 Why? He saw the value in the other despite betrayal.  
God was jealous of Israel chasing and giving credit to other gods 
for the provision that God had given to them.  
Despite all the disappointments God promises restoration after 
judgment.  
HOSEA AND JESUS Hosea predicts Jesus  Hosea 3: 5 & 1 Cor. 
15:55-58Jesus and the Adulterous woman - how did Jesus 
respond when faced with unfaithfulness. Defended a woman 
caught in adultery. She was about to be stoned by a crowd who 
assumed that they were following the law. “Let anyone among 
you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”  
John 8:7 
Jesus quotes Hosea. When arguing with Pharisees twice in 
Matthew. Now go and learn the meaning of this scripture “I 
want you to show mercy not offer sacrifices” Matthew 9:13  
TAKE HOMES 

 Mercy “I desire mercy and not sacrifice.” This is a quote from 
Hosea 6:6, where God accuses the people that their love is like 

the dew on the grass. It is there for a brief morning hour, and 
then is gone, and all that is left is the empty form of burnt 
offerings. 
“Mercy comes from mercy. Our mercy to each other comes 
from God’s mercy to us.” 
Mercy comes from a heart that has first felt its own spiritual 
bankruptcy and is humble. The heart has come to grieve its 
sin,  Mercy comes from mercy. Our mercy to each other comes 
from God’s mercy to us. 
The point is that God wants his people to be alive in their 
hearts. He wants them to have feelings of affection toward him 
and mercy toward each other. He does not want empty 
religious formalism. 
FOUR DIMENSIONS OF MERCY 
It sees distress - DO YOU HAVE EYES TO SEE? 
It responds internally with a heart of compassion toward a 
person in distress.  It responds externally with a practical effort 
to relieve the distress.  It acts even when the person in distress 
is an enemy. 
How much mercy are we show one another? As much as Hosea 
showed towards Gomer, as much as God showed towards Israel 
and as much as we have been shown through Jesus Christ.  
God has not changed: He is the same now as he was in the time 
of Hosea. The book of Hosea teaches us about God keeping his 
promises and covenants. God being patient and loving. He 
works on a different time scale, he has all mankind and history 
and future in his perspective.  
New Covenant:  God continues to honour His covenants and 
the covenants of God form the backbone of scripture. Since the 
time of Hosea God has made a new covenant through Jesus 
Christ, it is through this new covenant that you and I have been 
welcomed into God's family as his sons and daughters. It is 
through the new covenant that we have been bought under the 
old scripture covenants. Made during the last supper. God 
showed Mercy instead of judgment.  
New Zealand Covenant:  We live in a country that was founded 
on a covenant known as the Treaty of Waitangi - a covenant 
that has not been upheld.   Covenants are important to God, 
covenants should be upheld and honoured by both parties.  If 
covenants are so important to God - is the Treaty of Waitangi 
important to God?  Should it be more important to us?   
Questions/Discussion: 

 Read Hosea 3 – it is short.  This chapter is described by some 
as one of the most powerful in the whole bible.  Think about 
what this chapter means for Gomer, for Hosea, for Israel, for 
God and for us?  

 Who is David’s descendent referring to in chapter 3?  

 Hosea 4:1-5 describes the culture in Israel in Hosea’s time – 
how did Hosea respond to this? 

 Compare the prodigal son story in Luke 15 with the prodigal 
wife story from Hosea 1-3.  What aspects of God’s character 
can we in these stories? 

 Read 1 Corinthians 15:55-58 which includes a quote from 
Hosea’s prophecy in fulfilment.   

 What does mercy look like to you? 
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