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JESUS ASCENSION  LUKE 24:41-53 

 

Last verses of the book of Luke are a bridge passage between 

Luke and Acts and between Old and New Testaments.   They 

signal are new era.   

Read Luke 24:41-53 
We know that time has been divided because of Jesus Christ.  

BC/AD In sense this passage is a bridge between the two eras.  A 

link between the old and the new.   Jesus is the fulfilment of the 

OT    Luke is story of Jesus ministry where he   announces the 

kingdom come and ushers  us into a new era. 

The Last paragraphs in Luke are mirrored by the first paragraphs 

in Acts, becoming a bridge ink between the two books.     In 

slightly different words, he says exactly the same things.   We are 

living in this  new era.  Jesus has ushered in the kingdom by his 

arrival.   His continual message was the kingdom has come:  God 

has come to earth.    

 One day he is going to return  and the  Kingdom is going to come 

fully.  We live in this in between time.     It is really crucial we 

understand this time.     We see aspects of the kingdom.  We 

sometimes see God heal.   We see God’s restoration work.     We 

see the church.   Other times we see sin rip apart relationships.   

We see the church being dysfunctional.  We see sickness and 

evil.     It can leave us tempted to despair.     We live in this in 

between time that can test oru faith.    

In the Old Testament we see   God’s desire for relationship in the    

Garden of Eden.  Sin disrupt this and creates a barrier between 

us and God.   God choose Abraham and promises  through him to 

form a nation that will be a light to the other nations.    He did 

not choose them because they were any better than anyone 

else.    

It was a relationship of faith.     God promised that as they were 

obedient and faithful he would bless them as a nation.   He did 

not ignore the issues of sin.     There was a system where they 

could go to the priest,  who would  offer sacrifices on their 

behalf.     Sins would be forgiven.   They had an ark covenant, 

then temple, where the presence of God was.  Only the priests 

could enter this space.    

The story of the OT is one of God’s relationship with the people 

of Israel.   We see that  continually they turned away from God 

and refused to trust in him.   They complained that he did not 

provide for him.   They worshipped other gods.     They were 

sexually immoral.   They did not care for the poor.    

God sent prophets to them to warn them that they were 

breaking the covenant.      But eventually God allowed the kings 

of Babylon and Syria to overrun them and put them into exile.   

Throughout this time there are reference to a coming day when 

God will rule and there will be restoration through a Messiah.    

Even though eventually the Jews went back to Israel, the 

promises never seems to be quite fulfilled.    They were back in 

the promised land, but the new temple was pretty pathetic.    

Then they were overrun by the Romans.  They got a new flash 

temple but there is so record of God’s presence filling it and  

they were not in control of their land     

Then we have the arrival of Jesus.    Not what many were 

expecting but clearly prophesied.     John  started preaching.   

This is the one   you have been expecting.    The miracles, 

teaching certainly line up.    But Jesus hangs out with the poor , 

leper.    Richness was God’s blessing.  Lepers were unacceptable 

to God as were prostitutes       And he was not swatting the 

Romans.   The culture and teaching of the day blinded them to 

who Jesus was.      Jesus said I have come to fulfil the law.    

Looked at Jesus this year.  His teaching was both encouraging 

and incredibly confronting.      How he treated people was 

profoundly counter cultural.  His Miracles demonstrated the 

kingdom is here. Then course you have Jesus death. Again, this 

went against expectation although clearly prophesied.  Jesus 

lived the perfect life,    fulfilling the law.    He became the 

ultimate sacrifice so that no more animal sacrifices were needed. 

Now he is standing in front of them.   Resurrected.     Clearly 

more than just a great prophet.   Clearly more than just a 

miracles working man,   We have God in human form.     Life is 

not going to be the same again.   The response was one of 

worship.    

Transition point.   Jesus ascend to heaven.     Old system of 

priests and sacrifices has gone.    New era.     That is bigger than 

just one race of people.   Neither Jew nor Gentile.  Era where old 

patriarchal systems is going to be thrown down.  In this passage 

we see some of the characteristics of this new era 

1.   The era of the Spirit 

Jesus has left, but have the promise of the Holy Spirit 

a.  God will be always present.            His Presence is not defined 

by a place.       We carry the presence of God. If Jesus had stayed 

on earth,  limited to one person we would have to travel to Israel 

to find him.       Spirit of God is within us.    God’s presence is one 

thought away.  . He is within us.  WE are the sanctuary.  Holy 

Spirt falls on all.   We are the holy place.   We can defile that Holy 

place by how we act.                                                                                                                               

b.  The Spirit falls on all.    Age when just a few were empowered 

by the Spirit are gone.  The Spirit falls on men and women.        

Somehow church forgotten this till recently  The Spirit falls on 

young and old.   No generational divide.  The Spirit  falls on Jew, 

non-Jew.    Idea of racial division gone.   The Spirit falls on slave’s.  

No longer rich going to be in positions of power.   End of the era 

where priests had all the power.   Now the Spirit  gives gifts to 

whom he pleases.  Young person can bring a word of prophesy, 

old person can pray a prayer for healing.     All power you need   

God has placed within you.     Power to speak to others about 

himself.  Power to resist the lies of the enemy.   Power to walk in 

confidence.    

Are you living in the era of the Spirit?      Alternatively, are you 

still thinking that the minister up front is the only anointed one?    

Or  that only special people can know God is leading.  Or , that 

the HS is only something for the Pentecostals.   Are you walking 

in the Spirit today?      Alternatively, are you living as if God is 

distant,    only to be found in a building on Sunday. 



 

2.   It is an era of intimacy with God.    

Forgiveness of sins to all who turn.  We are his children.      In 

the OT, the priest could come into the presence of God on our 

behalf.    Now we have complete and free access to the father 

because of what Jesus Christ has done.   We are forgiven.    We 

don’t live under condemnation of sin.    When Christ died, the 

curtain between the holy place and the outer court in the temple 

was ripped in two.      We are called children of God.    We can 

call God our father.   We don’t live under fear.     

  And yet many Christians are living as if they are still 

condemned.     Many Christians live as if they are still in the Old 

Testament.    Bound up by legalism.   Bound up trying work 

towards their salvation.   In Jesus, we have an advocate.   A great 

high priest who is advocating for us.    Who understands our 

humanity and weakness.    We live in an era of grace, and not 

judgement. 

In addition, so many Christians seems to delight in being 

judgemental to those bound up in addiction and brokenness.  Yet 

our intimacy with God has only come by grace.  Are you living in 

intimacy with God?     

Peter says we do not need a human priest any more we are now 

priests,      kingdom of priests.         Huge implications.   Priests 

were to intercede on behalf of the people who came to them.     

So if we are a kingdom of priests, whom are we interceding for?    

Those around us who do not know Jesus.   We now stand in the 

gap between those who are rebelling against God and God 

himself.     

3. It is an era of mission to the nations 

The one thing that is the same is that we have the same calling as 

the people of Israel.   We are to be a light to the nations.   The 

Israelites often forgot this.   They worshipped the idols of the 

nations around them.   They thought God chose them because 

they were more special than others were.     They forgot their 

calling. 

We see in this bridge passage that God’s purpose has not 

changed.   We have been given authority to share this message 

of repentance and forgiveness of sins.  Repentance simply means 

to change direction   Sins are forgiven.   That is   God is not angry,   

God longs to come into relationship.    We have been given this 

message and our  authority comes from God.   Embarrassed by it.   

Do not have to apologize for it.   Do not have to defend it. 

In fact, Jesus return pending our fulfilment of mission.      The last 

2000 years has seen the remarkable growth in the church.   No 

country on earth where there are not Christians.   Now the 

largest religion in the world.       Missionaries have gone out 

across the globe.    

Are you living with a sense of mission?  Authority that you have 

bring this message 

Are we are a church living with an outward focus or an inward 

focus.   Old nation of Israel got that consumed by its own affairs 

it forgot its mandate.  It forgot why God had set them apart.          

Church in NZ is in decline.    Some of that is because we have 

forgotten our mission.   We have forgotten why we exist.       

Serve, intercede share message 

Do you know what the message is?   Can you explain it simply in 

a way that is relevant to those around you?       Christmas lots of 

opportunity.      

It is an era of hope 

It is an era of hope because    Jesus is seated on high.   He is far 

above all rule and authority, power and dominion  Eph 1:21    

Jesus has ascended on high and he is sovereign over all. 

It is an era of hope because Jesus   He is our great high priest,  

the one who understands us, and is interceding for us.  No longer 

do we stand condemned by the law, that we could never fulfil.    

It is an era of hope  because Jesus has defeated death and so 

pain and suffering no longer need consume us with worry.    Yes 

we might suffer,  might be persecuted, might get cancer, but our 

time here is put fraction compared to eternity.   

It is an era of hope because he promised to return, and finish 

what he began.     

Our hope is not defined by whether they find a vaccine or not.   

They have nearly found one for this but another virus will come 

again.  Our hope is not defined by whether there is war or peace.   

There will be wars until the end of time.  Our hope is not defined 

by whether there are acts of terror in our land or not.   There will 

be.     Just as evil has manifest before at Aromona, and recently 

in Christchurch.  Our hope is not defined by whether there are 

natural disasters or not.   There will be more just as there has in 

the past. Our hope is not defined by whether we live to a ripe old 

age or not,        People have been dying young for a long time, 

and that will continue to happen.    

No our hope is in the risen Lord Jesus Christ, who is seated at the 

right hand of God and is reconciling all thing  to himself on 

heaven and earth.       Whose kingdom has come and is present 

and will one day be fully present when he returns. 

We live in an era of hope.   And that is the message that we have 

to share this Christmas.     Our hope is not dependant on 

circumstances.   Our hope is in Jesus Christ and our message is to 

encourage people to turn to him, explaining he is not a 

judgemental old dictator in heaven but a God of grace and mercy 

who longs that people turn to him 

As we come to the end of Luke,   my encouragement is to live in 

the new era that Jesus has bought in. 

Download or listen to this message at: www.icbc.org.nz 
 
REFLECTION + DISCUSSION 
 
1. In what ways do Christians still live in the old era, rather 

than the new era? 
2. Recall a time when you have grappled with living “in 

between” the kingdom come and yet not fully come?  What 
was this tension like?  

3. What does intimacy with God look like to you?   What 
hinders you from coming into the presence of God? 

4. How can you live in the busy complex society we are in  
and have a sense of mission?   

5. What does a person of hope look like?  Can you think of 
someone who regularly demonstrates hope in their life,  
despite the circumstances?  How can you be such a 
person? 
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