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THE PERSISTENT WIDOW - LUKE 18:1-8 

 

1.  Intro 
 

This story reminds me of something that happened to me 
many years ago.    I was about 25, and had just started a 
ministry at my home church in Auckland called Valley Rd 
church work team.      To help start this ministry, I had been 
given a car.    Bright orange Datsun 180B.   Remember those.   
I lived in a house, flat mates, in lower Mount Eden.  Little 
narrow one-way street.   It had chicanes in it to slow traffic 
down.   I was coming home in my car.   Datsun.    5 houses from 
home when I saw out of the corner of my eye a little dog come 
racing through a gate towards the car.   It came to a rapid stop 
just on the curb.    However, behind the little dog was a great 
big English sheepdog.   You know the type, with long coat that 
rather covered its eyes.    Well, it did not see the little dog stop, 
or my car, and proceeded to smack clean into the passenger 
door.   Boom.     As I looked in my mirror, I could see it look a 
bit dazed, and shaking its head before heading back inside.     
However, when I got out of the car, there was a big dent in my 
passenger door.       I had no money to pay for the insurance 
excess and neither did the ministry.    
 
When I went the house to talk to the owner he claimed he was 
not responsible and I had been going too fast.    He refused to 
pay for my car.    When I prayed about it, I sensed God tell me 
what to do.  He reminded me of this passage.   Therefore, I 
adopted a policy of every evening going to visit him and asking 
him to pay.    I gave him a letter from my flat mate who was a 
lawyer, saying that he was legally responsible.     I kept this up 
for week, until he finally got sick of me, and gave me a check 
to pay for the excess as he slammed the door in my face.     
 

2. Relevance 
 

This story is both a promise and an encouragement and it is 
particularly relevant for us today.  We can look around our 
country and see secularism on the rise.  Abortion is legalized.     
Euthanasia has become legal.    We see people rejecting 
Christian values and beliefs.     We see a church in decline.      
We see the rich getting richer and the poor getting poorer.     
We can look at all of this and say God, what is happening? 
 
We can at times think the life does not seem fair.  How is it 
that my non-Christian neighbor seems to be living this 
charmed life while I am really struggling?      Why are my kids 
not following God when I bought them up in church?    Why is 
no one interested when I share my faith?  Why I believe in 
miracles and healing, and yet God does not heal me.   Why is 
my friend who loves God diagnosed with cancer at such a 
young age?   Why I was not promoted at work and the person 
who does is a back stabbing free loader.    
This is a parable when you wonder what is going on.   When 
you are tempted to despair.      When what you so passionately 
believe is not happening.     
 

3. Context 
 
To fully grasp this little parable you have to look at the 
preceding passage.  The Pharisees asked when the kingdom of 
God would come.     Jesus says you can’t say the kingdom is 

here or there and it will not come by observing things.     The 
kingdom is already among you.       
 
So Jesus is saying.   You are looking for something that has 
already come.   Look at what I am doing, and not on the future.      
You are looking for signs of something to come but you will not 
find them 
 
When Jesus returns it will be like the days of Noah.  Life will be 
carrying on as normal.  Eating drinking marriage.    
Days of lot.   Eating drinking buying selling, planting building.    
They had no idea of what was to come.    People were looking 
ahead to the future.   Sudden, dramatic, and gut wrenching.   
Because it will involve judgment.     People will be separate.  
Husband and wife,    work mates.  Friends.      Incredibly 
traumatic.        
 
All of sudden there is going to be a final judgement.   A final 
accountability.      People might have ignored God for years.     
Might have rejected God and his ways.     All of sudden his 
return will be blatantly clear to all.       The disciples say well 
where this will happen Jesus gives no answer but simply says 
this is going to be brutal.    Image is of vultures gathering over 
dead bodies.     Imagery to portray the utter seriousness of this. 
 
Four Parable. 
 
Little parable has two memorable characters.   Widow and the 
judge.  Might think the widow is elderly   But in those times 
you could be a widow at 30    
 
Widows were vulnerable in such times, as they had no 
protector.   Husband to defend them.    Often people would try 
to rip them off so they could get hold of their property.       The 
widow might owe some money to someone.   The person 
would ramp up the debt, making it impossible for the widow 
to pay.     Then they could send in bailiffs to seize the property 
for the unpaid debt.    Therefore, they were vulnerable.    The 
widow was seeking justice and she had no one to help her but 
the judge.      The only thing she could do was to be persistent. 
 
The judge was probably one of those appointed by Herod or 
by the Romans.    They were notorious for being corrupt.    
Therefore, unless you had money or influence, and the widow 
had neither, then you were not likely to get a fair judgement.  
They had a nickname.   Robber judges.   He was not interested 
in supporting justice, or getting a fair deal.  He was only 
interested in what he could gain.   In addition, it is clearly 
implied that he thinks he can get more for himself from the 
other party.     
 
Phrase wear me out literally means to give a black eye.   Her 
persistence and getting tired of it all, so in the end gives in, 
were wearing him down.   A bit like the owner of the English 
sheep dog that ran into my car.    
 
The story is one of contrast.   If the crooked judge gives justice 
in response to this persistent widow, then how much more 
should we expect from God.    There is a qualification.   It is to 



 

God’s chosen people.  This is for Christians, and it is a collective 
justice, not individual justice.     
This is a parable about prayer, persistence and about patience.   
 
In other religions, prayer is a transaction.  Prayer is about 
bending the will of a higher power to our will.    It is about 
bargaining.  If I do this, will you do this for me?     Alternatively, 
it is about bribing.  If I give you this, then you can give me what 
I want.   Alternatively, it is about begging.  Please look at my 
how in need I am.   Alternatively, it is about being worthy.     
God I have done so much that I deserve this, 
 
Too often this is how we approach God when it comes to 
prayer, if we are really honest.     
 
However, prayer before the living God is the exact opposite.    
God Almighty cannot be manipulated or bribed.    God does 
not need anything from us.      We have nothing to give God 
that he needs      and God knows our hearts so there is no point 
in trying to con God.     God Almighty is sovereign so he is not 
about to alter his agenda to serve our agenda.   He is sovereign 
 
Prayer with God is complex.   However, it is also effortless.     It 
is complex because God is a person, not a vending machine. 
However, it is effortless because God welcomes us to His 
presence.    
 
Jesus says, “Listen to what the judge says.”       That is, reflect 
on how different God is from this judge.     God will definitely 
vindicate his people.   God will respond to the cries of his 
people. 
 
Then he says he “will grant justice quickly” which does not 
seem right.   God seems slow to be answering.    We do not see 
justice quickly.    Most commentators see this as meaning, in 
the light of eternity, the struggles of this earth will seem short.    
 
Then Jesus says.    “But when I return, will I find faith?” 
The implication is that people will lose faith.    People will look 
at their personal circumstances, and the persecution,    
suffering and rejection of faith by society, and they will lose 
faith in Christ returning.     They will lose trust that God is 
sovereign and is in control.     2 Peter 3:9 says Jesus return is 
delayed so as many as possible might respond.     
 
This is a parable about prayer and faith.   We are to  pray that 
God’s kingdom will come and God’s name will be vindicated.   
We are to be persistent.      We are not to give up because we 
don’t see an immediate reply.     We are to be patient.    God is 
going to fulfill his word.    
 
This is not about us getting what we want when we want it.   
This is not about persistently badgering God until we get our 
way like a spoilt child.    This is not about wearing down God.   
This is about crying out to God that his name be glorified in a 
fallen world.    This about praying.   God, in the midst of evil 
and suffering,   may your light shine.     This is about praying.   
God,   my your will be done in this place, not mine. 
 
One of the best examples of this is the prayer found in Acts 
4:23-31.   The same people who had crucified Jesus were 
persecuting the disciples.    They had been told to stop sharing 
about Jesus or they would be locked up or worse.      So what 

do the believers pray?    They do not pray for safety.      That is 
what we would do    they do not pray for a new govt.     That is 
what we would do.    They acknowledged God was sovereign 
over all.   That he was in control.   In addition, they asked for 
boldness 

 
So today, if you are looking, at what is happening in NZ in 
despair,   do not be discouraged or give up.     God will return 
and bring justice.   If today you are looking at your own life, 
and struggling with what is happening,    do not be 
discouraged.    God is in control and has not left you.   Christ is 
returning.     He is going to make all things right.      Hang in 
there.   Be patient.  Keep believing.      Keep trusting.   And keep 
on prayer. 
 
Keep praying kingdom prayers.   God,    may you kingdom come 
in my workplace.       Maybe generosity, kindness, grace, and 
forgiveness prevail.  May there be a positive atmosphere of joy 
in this place.    
 
My kingdom come in our city.   Maybe there be unity among 
the churches, may there be housing for those who have none.   
May there be peace on the streets and in homes and 
marriages.     Maybe there be food for those who have none, 
and purpose for those who have lost hope.    
 
May your kingdom come in NZ.   May there be a turning to you 
of hearts that have rejected you.     Maybe there be 
righteousness and justice for those who are oppressed and 
those who are suffering.    
 
This is God’s word to us today.   May faith arise afresh?    May 
you know that God is at work?   May you know that he is going 
to return?    May you know you are loved, and not forgotten.    
 
Download or listen to this message at:  

www.icbc.org.nz 

R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

 What is your initial gut  reaction to this story?    

 Does being persistent in prayer sometimes seem 

pointless?   Why does Jesus ask us to be 

persistent? 

 What would prayers about justice and the 

kingdom look like?   How do they contrast with our 

typical prayers? 

 Reflect on the prayer in Acts 4:23-31.    What 

would a similar prayer look like in your 

circumstances? 

 Jesus wonders if when he returns there will be 

many with faith.   Reflect on this.   Do you see 

people falling away from faith?   What has caused 

this?   What does a faith life look like?  
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