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JESUS FEEDING THE 5000  LUKE 9 

 

1 
This is one of those stories that you remember if you 
went to Sunday school.    In the Bible we used to read 
our kids it was called the big picnic, which I always 
thought was a great title.     It is one of the few stories 
that we find in all four gospels.    Each person tells us 
from with slightly different details and to make different 
points.   Luke’s is the shortest and with the least detail. 

 
It is a very simple story.   It is not hard to remember.    

But when we come to what it’s relevance is, it become 
a bit more tricky.    You would think that such simple 
story that is so well known should be bread and butter.   
Simple to preach on.      And yet I have to confess to 
finding it surprisingly difficult.   We can use the other 
accounts but Luke just has 6 verses.   So let us start with 
Luke.  Seeing the context helps us see Luke’s point.    
Each account puts this happening after the disciples 
come back from their mission’s trip.      They are tired. 
And exhausted.    Jesus takes them on retreat, but the 
crowds follow them.      The disciples came back on a 
high.   Jesus had given them healing power and Power 
to cast out demons.     They had seen this power at work 
through them 

 
Crowd of 5000.   Luke adds the detail.   Men    So it 

could have been up to 10000, if you allow for women 
and children.    We know that the food comes from a 
child. 

 
Now to sit 10,000 people down takes a bit of space.    I 
have done the maths for you.      9600people.    (this 
helps the  maths works better  )     Groups of 50.    192 
groups.  Each disciples has 16 groups to get the food to.   
Now to seat 9600 people I have figured out would take 
the space of 2 rugby fields.    Now if Jesus stood in the 
middle the average distance each disciples would have 
to walk would be 30metres.    So if one disciple  could fit 
enough bread in his bag for 50 people,  which seems 
dubious, he would have to do 16 trips     nearly half a km.  
They probably made at least 32 trips 

 
There are multiple things going on here.     At one level, 
Jesus is meeting a basic human need   However, John’s 
account we read that Jesus was testing the disciples.     
What is the test?      32 times, he is going back to Jesus.    
Given there were only five little loaves you would have 
to assume that it was being increased as Jesus gave it 
out.       What do you think the disciples are thinking as 
they keep coming back to Jesus time and time again. 

 

                                                           
 

1.   First thing to note is the task that Jesus gave them 

was impossible.      They could not do it..   You can’t feed 
10,000 people out in the middle of the countryside.   
Humanly impossible.      Also note that Jesus cared about 
the  needs of the crowd.    

 
2.   I wonder if the disciples came back just a little cocky.    
Pretty intoxicating to have the power to heal someone.       
The disciples came back on this spiritual high.    Now 
Jesus gives them an impossible task.     They say.   That 
is ridiculous.   Not possible.    They did not have the 
resources. 
 
We can feel like that too.      Jesus tells us to be kingdom 
agents.   To go into the world and make a difference.         
Poverty, homelessness,    sickness abuse.   We think 
what can I do.     I do not have anything to offer.   I cannot 
make a difference.    I cannot lead people to Christ.     
What can I do?     Look at our two little fish and five 
loaves.   Pathetic.      The Bread was barely.  Very 
cheapest lowest quality.    Fish like little sardines.  
Pickled.      Look at our own gifting’s, our own resources, 
our abilities.    I cannot do anything for the kingdom    
Alternatively, we can go through life thinking we have 
the resources, the education, and the ability on our own.    
I think Jesus wanted to show the disciples that they were 
very dependent on him.   The only way they could do 
anything was through him 
 
 3.   They gave to Jesus what they had.     They had five 
loaves and three fishes.         However, they did give it to 
Jesus.         I am interested in what they thought on one 
of their 16 or 32 trips back and forth to Jesus.      What 
was going through their minds?      They were utterly 
dependent on Jesus every time they went back.   There 
was nothing they could do.      Were they wondering if 
the supply was going to dry up.      After the 10th trip, 
back what were they thinking about?         Were they 
worried.    Were they amazed?   Were they trying to 
figure out if Jesus was cheating, and he had a few trucks 
hidden away somewhere with some extra supplies? 
 
When we look at the world around us, the needs are 
overwhelming.   We can wonder how we can make any 
difference.        Jesus does not expect us to do the 
impossible.      He just asks us to give him what we have 
and be obedient.     
 
 



 

4.    Jesus cared about the disciples.      I had never really 
thought about the bit about the left overs before.      
However, at Jewish feasts, the custom was to leave 
some food for the servants.     Therefore, as people ate, 
they would have left a portion for those who did the 
handing out.      So 12 baskets were collected.     Not cane 
baskets like we think of.   Bottle shaped basket that 
every Jew travelled with.        Equivalent of our backpack.  
Day pack.       So each disciple was able to fill his pack 
with left over food.       
 
 As we give out to others,    as we step out in faith giving 
what we have, God does not forget about our needs.   
 
Luke follows this account with the question about who 
Jesus is.,    Peter answers the Messiah.   Then Jesus says.   
True, but here is the implication.   Messiah is going to 
suffer and die.     In addition, if you are going to follow 
me, you will need to deny yourself as well.    
 
Therefore, this feeding is the bridging between the two:     
the successful mission and this redefining of the 
Messiah.     The disciples would have come back excited.   
We are going to conquer the world.      We are going to 
be leaders in the new kingdom.  Then this lesson: you 
cannot do anything without me.      Any success is very 
dependent on me.     The needs are overwhelming and 
you cannot meet them.   However, as you serve, as you 
come open handed to me,   I will work through you.    
Then he redefines what the Messiah is about.     It is 
about letting go your own agenda and rights and 
serving.    
 
That is the guts of what Luke is highlighting with this 
story.  That is very relevant to us.    Our only success is 
when we come very dependent on him and trust him to 
use us small and insignificant as we might feel, in the 
face over overwhelming need.    
 
As we come to communion this morning,   I want to 
move from Luke to John.   Because John takes this 
incident, and moves it beyond the practical lesson and 
the fulfilling of physical need and injects it with multiple 
meanings 
 
He references it back to the manna from heaven that 
God provided for the Israelites.  The Jews expected the 
Messiah to come would bring new manna, and when he 
performed this miracles they wanted to crown him King.   
But he would not let them, because he was not going to 
be king in the way they expected.        We can seek after 
God for the wrong reasons, wanting  him to do what we 
want.   And God will not allow that 
 
But John also alludes to the Passover and coming 
communion.   I am the bread of life.        There is more 
to life than just the physical.   There is a deep longing 

within us for more.       True life, real life comes from 
Jesus Christ.     
 
If we are feeling hungry for more in life,    if there is a 
dissatisfaction then we are not feeding from the bread 
of life that Jesus offers.   We can try to fill that void with 
all kinds of things.   Busy with activities.    Creating a 
wonderful family.      (can be an idol)       Success at work.     
Religious activity.     Many people drop out of church 
after 10, 20 years,    people that have been heavily 
involved.   Why?    Because religious practices can be a 
means to connect with God, but they can often become 
the main thing.     The main thing is actually our 
relationship with God,    in its purest and simplest.          
We can burn ourselves out on religious activity and yet 
lose  the intimacy and relationship with God that sustain 
everything. 
 
In addition, sometimes God allows our false idols and 
even our religious activity to be stripped away.    So that 
we come back to the very essence of it all.      A simple 
child like dependence on God.   An intimacy with God,    
A love relationship with the Father.         That we find our 
nourishment and our purpose and our refreshment in a 
simple relationship of trust.      As we remain in him, he 
will remain in us. 
 
 
Download or listen to this message at:  
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REFLE CT IO N +  D ISCUSS I ON  

1. Reflect on a time when you were on a spiritual 

high?    How did you feel?   How did you come 

down from it?   
 

2. Has God ever asked you to do something that 

seems impossible?     What was your reaction? 

 

3. What does a life of dependence on God look like in 

practise?       

 

4. Jesus says if we feed on him, we will not grow 

hungry.   What are the sign of a person who is 

searching for something more in life?      Can you 

recognize this in yourself at times? 

 

5. How can religious activity get in the way of a 

relationship with God rather than help it?      

 

6. How do we find that deeper inner satisfaction in 

Jesus that our souls long for?   
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