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Have you ever taken a massive leap of faith taken a 
massive step forward without knowing how it’s all 
going to work out? Maybe it’s a new job, in a new city 
or town, a study opportunity? 

It was about 12 years ago now that we immigrated to 
NZ from South Africa, and at the time it didn’t seem 
like a big deal, Tanya & I had been marriage for 4-5 
years.  At first it was a pipe dream, we made some 
enquiries, had a chat with a few people – they 
encouraged us to start looking, have a few chats with 
some NZ based churches. We started the application 
process – man I’d never seen so much paper in my life, 
it was all paperwork back then  

We filled in reams paper work, scanned them, then 
submit – clicking that button was surreal – but lo and 
behold our application is taken out of the pool THE 
NEXT DAY!!! We’re pumped! It’s a rush – maybe this 
could work out?!? 

So  we started saving as much money as we could – – 
the immigration process at this stage was going slowly 
but we realized quite quickly, without a  fulltime job 
offer we weren’t going to be able to qualify – we 
thought it was unlikely that anyone would interview us 
without us being in the country – so we took all the 
money we’d saved up until that point – and booked 2 
tickets to NZ 

the first time it became real – like really real -  was 
when we bought our tickets, I think it was probably the 
most about of money I’d spent up till that point – it 
was terrifying. 

then we decided to start putting out some feelers for 
jobs – we applied to around 20 different churches – 
being both youth pastors, we advertised ourselves as a 
two-for-one special.  

We got about 10 interviews – we were ecstatic! One 
stood out immediately, about an hour into a panel 
interview via phone, a woman named Maude 
introduced herself to us, she said; ‘you probably 
recognize the accent’ - we didn’t – she & her husband 
had immigrated bout 10 years earlier, and were close 
friends of Tanya’s mum and dad 

A day later – we got a job offer; we’re a young church 
they said, we like you, we want you to come – we’ll 
check your references later! 

We travelled from Sa with 30 kilos of luggage each. 

The goodbyes were awesome – we had a few friends & 
family say goodbye at the airport, a few tears were 
shed – but I think the moment the gravity of the 
situation hit us – the fact that we’d just backed up our 
home, and left everything we ever knew only hit us in 
Dubai – I remember landing there and feeling lost and 
stupid & crazy for doing this thing – remember holding 
my wife as we both cried our hearts out at the 
magnitude of what we had just done.  

Turned out to be a pretty good decision – we think so 
anyway!  

When we take these leaps of faith – it’s not just one big 
jump, right? It’s a series of steps and the steps just get 
bigger and bigger right, until we have to finally step off 
and trust that Gods got this – even if we don’t really 
understand everything that happening. Truly 
frightening at time, truly exciting at others – but it 
grows us and changes us as Christians as we 
understand that God is faithful – that God can be 
trusted – that God is sovereign in all circumstances – 
that in stepping out, in taking these HUGE steps we 
find ourselves growing in our understanding of God & 
clinging to Him as we learn to trust. This experience for 
us – was incredibly formative in our faith journey as we 
learned to trust God.  

As I was reading this particular text, I was struck by the 
fact how incredibly difficult this journey from 
fisherman to disciple must have been – they move 
from humble fisherman, to disciple of a man that’s 
doing some incredible things, miracles and stuff –  

18 months to 2 years ago these guys were fisherman – 
like generations of their families before, they eked out 
a living on Lake Gennesaret – fishing day in and day out 
– a brutal physical job – these were not scholars or 
scribes, men of means and leisure, – they were 
tradesmen, hard workers – faithful Jews – who went to 



 

the temple on high holidays – who worshiped YAWEH – 
followed the law – paid their taxes 

Till a guy wandered up called Jesus – they’d heard of 
him – who hadn’t – he was claiming to be the messiah, 
right? But who wasn’t – during the time that the NT 
takes place we’re aware of at 6 other ‘messiah’s’ that 
purported to be sent from God himself – each one of 
them had things going for them, that made them look 
like the real deal 

But this Jesus guy, walks down by the lake – and invites 
a group of men, to be his disciples – they knew what 
that means – giving up everything to pursue the 
teaching of Jesus.  

And they did – they follow him – they watch as he 
heals people – a paralysed man, a blind man 

They follow him to a tax collectors house – where he 
eats dinner scandalously – with a man who openly robs 
his own countryman. 

They watch as he’s criticized by the religious elite – the 
Pharisees and Sadducees – and he bites back at them. 

They listen to him teach to thousands of people – then 
feed them – from a small bundle of loaves and fishes  

They listen in utter confusion as he speaks in parables – 
then heals a man possessed with a legion of demons. 

but it’s clear they’re still not quite sure who he is – 
What I mean - is they know he’s Jesus, they know what 
he claims to be, they are probably mostly convinced – 
they’ve seen him do extraordinary things 

I mean in the chapter before this – Jesus even asks; 
‘who do people say I am?’ and he gets a variety of 
answers; ‘Moses, Elijah – prophets’ 

Jesus asks; ‘who do you say I am?’ – God’s messiah – 
Peter replies  

Then Jesus tell them what’s going to happen; that 
ultimately he must die 

That discipleship – is a commitment  

Transfiguration 

So a week or so later Jesus take Peter, John & James up 
onto the mountain to pray –In biblical narrative BIG 

stuff almost always happens on mountains – mountain 
represent high places, proximity to God – obstacles to 
be overcome.  

Read; Luke 9:28-36 

Something incredible happens – Jesus is praying 
alongside his tired disciples – when his face & clothes 
begin to radiate – how you looked was a visual mirror 
of one’s heart and clothing in Jewish culture denotes 
status – glowing robes and a shiny face in this case 
indicate – tell us of his purity of his heart & the nature 
of his calling – the picture that Luke describes for us 
scream HE’S GOD!!! -  and to top it off flanked by two 
of the biggest names in biblical prophecy – Moses & 
Elijah  

Then in a moment almost exactly like his baptism – a 
voice from the cloud speaks; ‘this is my son, whom I’ve 
chose, listen to him’ 

This is that moment right? That moment in a disciple’s 
journey when it all comes together – your doubts fade 
away, you have absolute clarity, you know the journey 
has been worth it – the pain, the fear the doubt 
everything that you have invested has been worth the 
journey to this point! THIS IS THAT MOMENT FOR 
PETER JAMES & JOHN 

There are no more questions no more doubts – all the 
nagging questions have been answered – AND ITS 
AMAZING!!! Peter James & John are looking at the 3 
biggest rock stars in Judaism\Christianity – Jesus is 
God.  

Then Peter has a thought; he says; hey guys- I’m stoked 
to be here –wow, great to meet you Moses Elijah -  
let’s keep this party going – how about I build a few 
shelters and we have a campout? Sound good? 

Right there is our human desire for comfort is shown – 
right there is our human nature revealed. That Peter 
means well – is not in doubt –its our penchant to 
pursue comfort over discipleship that is revealed here.  

The story is not finished – the journey is not complete – 
what Jesus must do and must face, is the hardest part 
of the journey yet – Peter might have heard what Jesus 
said – but he doesn’t truly understand it 



 

The journey that Jesus is onto Jerusalem and beyond 
cannot be delayed – not even for a day  

The point I want to drive home is this – we can each 
see ourselves & our own discipleship journey in the 
lives of the disciples – moving from unbelief to faith 
fullness – taking bigger and bigger step of faithfulness 
to that thing God is calling us to be and do. You don’t 
have to be a pastor or a missionary to talk about calling 
– we all have that call on our lives to be faithful 
followers for JC, - to daily pick up our cross. 

The story I told you earlier of our journey to NZ – if it 
stops in Whitby in Wellington – we don’t get here to 
Invercargill Southland, and all that God is still teaching 
me & my family now 

If the journey stops on the tis mountain – we don’t get 
the cross & resurrection 

When I ready the NT – and I watch as the disciples 
bumble their way through the 3 years of Jesus ministry, 
how they make mistakes, misunderstand – fall over 
again, and again – I can’t help but see myself in them – 
because I don’t think I’d have done any better. 

Here are men who have stepped out in faithfulness – 
lived penniless & hand to mouth for years – all to sit at 
the feet of Jesus – the temptation is still all too real to 
camp out when they get the chance. 

Here are men who have stepped out in faithfulness – 
lived penniless & hand to mouth for years – all to sit at 
the feet of Jesus – do they have doubts? Absolutely! 
What they did was take a risk, a step of faith – but the 
temptation is still all too real to camp out when they 
get the chance. 

Where are you in your discipleship journey? Are you 
fighting your way to the top of the mountain – knowing 
that that where you’ve got to go, but not having the 
benefit of knowing the outcome? Do you need 
encouragement to keep fighting, to keep going, to push 
on past all the doubts and fears that you face along the 
way? Then I want you to hear that this morning! Push 
on! It’s not far away! 

Or have you reached the top! You can see that all the 
pain and anxiety was worth it – you’ve got stories to 
tell! Testimonies of God grace and power in moments 
of confusion - that God carried you, and it’s been 

exhausting but you’re ready for the next challenge the 
next step in your faith journey? The I want you to hear 
– good job, well done – but the journeys not over – 
there’s more in store for you – push on – keep going! 

Or are you camped out on the mountain – looking back 
at all God done, but unwilling to move to the next big 
thing he’s called you to? Like Peter you’re caught up in 
the moment – eager to just spend some time drinking 
in the coolest thing you ever saw – unwilling to take 
the next step? The I need you to hear that we don’t get 
the cross, we don’t get resurrection we don’t find out 
this big story that God has planned for you unless you 
take the next step! 

That’s the cool thing about the disciples – they invite us 
to see ourselves in them – they don’t have it all worked 
out – they don’t understand – and neither do we. 

The church was always meant to be an incubator not a 
day care Centre – a place for big dreams – but not a 
place of comfort – a place for 

We are not too old or too young for God to be finished 
with us – or unable to use us! 

The story of the transfiguration invites us to the next 
step in our faith journey – to embracing new 
adventures in faithfulness. 

Download or listen to this message at: 
www.icbc.org.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

REFLECTION + DISCUSSION 

What’s the biggest step of faith that you’ve taken? 
What was has been your biggest challenge so far? 
What did God teach you about himself during this 
time? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Where do you see yourself in your journey now; still 
climbing the mountain – at the top, planning your next 
step – camped out, basking in the sunlight? What do 
you most need to hear today? Keep fighting, well done 
or get moving! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The church should be an incubator not a day care 
center’. Do you think this is a fair statement? How can 
your small group encourage each other to keep 
stepping out in faith, and keep each other accountable 
in their faith journeys?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


