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Read Luke 5:27-32  
When I read this passage on the calling of Levi, I am drawn to 
reflect on the difference in attitude between Levi, Jesus, and 
the Pharisee’s.  
I am challenged by Matthew’s attitude when he is called by 
Jesus. It says ‘He got up, left everything and followed him.”   
He had much to give up, a career, wealth, family, and friends, 
and yet he chose to do that so readily. I can only conclude 
that somehow, he realized that what he was doing as a tax 
collector was wrong and he needed to repent and change his 
ways. He was also aware of Jesus’ unconditional love for him 
and the privilege of being called. Those truths had such an 
impact on him he was willing to leave everything and follow 
Jesus.  
Then there is the attitude of Jesus. He didn’t look at people’s 
outward appearances, their wealth, their social status, he 
looked into their hearts. Despite the fact Matthew was a 
social outcast and thief, he loved him anyway and chose him 
to be his disciple. He saw the humility and willingness in 
Matthew’s heart that had him leave everything and follow 
him. He sees Matthew not for what he is – but for who he 
can become. Jesus even reveals his heart attitude to his 
earthly ministry in verse 32. “I have come to call not those 
who think they are righteous, but those who know they are 
sinners and need to repent”. Jesus’ heart and compassion 
reaches out to those on the edge of society. Earlier in 
Chapter 5 you see Jesus’ heart for physical outcasts – healing 
a leper and a paralyzed man. In this passage we see him 
reaching out to the social outcasts – the tax collectors and 
sinners. Jesus loved the unlovable!  
And then there is the attitude of the Pharisee’s. I sense the 
Pharisee’s are checking Jesus out, watching everything he is 
saying and doing. Not with an attitude of humility and 
wanting to learn and discern if what Jesus is saying is true. 
But instead with an attitude of pride and self-righteousness -
that they are right and what he is doing is wrong. That pride 
manifests itself in their harsh criticism and judgement.  
Jesus calls all of us to discipleship just like he called Matthew. 
But that call comes at a cost – to leave behind our old sinful 
and selfish ways of living and follow him. Luke 9:23 says 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross daily and follow me.”  
The question that all of this raises to me is, if I were to 
honestly compare my attitude with Matthew, Jesus or the 
Pharisee’s – who would I most resemble?   
Do I come willingly like Matthew being aware that I am a 
sinner in need of a Saviour? I did come willingly when I first 
accepted Christ’s call on my life but over time my willingness 
to offer those areas of my life that I don’t want to let go of, 
has sometimes got in the way of Jesus being able to mould 
and shape me. Do I come with a willingness to share the good 
news of Jesus like Matthew did? Do I come with a humility to 
learn from Jesus like Matthew, or am I like the Pharisee’s 
whose attitude of self-righteousness and “knowing it all” was 
a real barrier to them getting to know Jesus?  

It says in John 1:17 For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. Sadly, the 
Pharisee’s self-righteous attitude kept them bogged down in 
the law and not the grace and truth Christ came to give. I 
sadly admit there are times when my self-righteous attitude 
has stopped me learning what Christ wants to teach me.  
There is another issue with the pride and self-righteous 
attitude of the Pharisees. Unlike Matthew who realized his 
absolute need for a Saviour, the Pharisee’s didn’t need 
anyone. They felt their own efforts were enough to make 
them right in God’s eyes. I wonder if this is an attitude shared 
by some in the church today. That their pathway to God is 
dependent on their own efforts and not from Christ alone 
and his sacrifice on the cross. 
Sadly, we also live in a world that prides itself on its own 
achievements, self-sufficiency and independence and doesn’t 
think they need a Saviour either.  That may be fine for this 
world but what about eternity?  
Finally, there is the Pharisee’s attitude of criticism and 
judgement for the kinds of people Christ was hanging out 
with. The Pharisee’s were more interested in keeping up 
appearances than mixing with the outcasts. Am I not doing 
the same thing when I opt to mix with people in my social 
circles that I like and feel comfortable with rather than those 
on the social fringes? What about us as a church, where is 
our attitude here? We have banners and logo’s with “Love 
God and Love Others” but we need to always be asking 
ourselves do we live this in our day to day lives or are we just 
like the Pharisee’s?  
So what do I take away from this passage?  Firstly, I am 
thankful that God loves me enough to use this passage to 
challenge me about my own attitudes. Am I willing to learn 
and be changed; to share the good news, to love 
unconditionally?  My reflections don’t stop with me but 
extend to us as a church.  Are we willing as a church to do the 
same?  
I believe the essence of discipleship is -1) We need to spend 
time with Jesus; 2) We need humility to know we have much 
to learn from Jesus and 3) we need to be willing to change! 
“Choosing to follow Christ takes a moment of faith but 
becoming like Christ is a lifelong process. Becoming more 
Christ like is what discipleship is all about!  
 

R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

1. Read the passage slowly as a group and take time to 
reflect on what stands out to you. Discuss this with the 
group. 

2. If you were to compare your attitude with Matthew, 
Jesus or the Pharisee’s who would you most resemble? 

3. What do you see as the essence of discipleship? 
4. How would this be lived out in your day to day life? 
5. Read Ephesians 2:10 What do you think God has 

planned for you?  
6. If you don’t know what God has planned for you how 

will you find this out? 
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