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LUKE 5.   THE CALL OF PETER 

 

 
I know nothing about fishing.   But I do know that what 

Jesus asked was a dumb thing to do.     They fished at 

night, because the fish tended to be near the surface at 

night.   As it got warmer during the day, they would go 

deeper.   And Peter would have been within his rights 

to say this is a dumb thing to do.   They were tired and 

discouraged.  The first thing I want to say is.   

Jesus sometimes asks us to do dumb things. 

Even suggesting this from the front of church fills me 

with nervousness.    It seems that Christians are quite 

good at doing dumb things without help whatsoever.  

Often pastors have to pick up the pieces. 

However, as I read the Bible there is a whole heap of 

examples of God asking people to do dumb things.  I.e.  

Noah,   Moses,   Gideon,   Joshua,   Jonah.     These are 

all considered heroes of the faith.      Baptism is a dumb 

thing to do.  Except God said to do it.   

Therefore, the big question is.  How can you tell when 

it is just a dumb idea and when it is God?   I wish there 

was an easy answer to this.  Many Christians that do 

dumb things say that God has told them.   They are 

convinced God has told them. 

Like the psychiatrist many years ago who had three 

different patients who all thought they were Jesus.  

Therefore, he decided it would be a good idea to put 

them all into one therapy group.  Then they would see 

they were delusional.   However, it did not work   each 

of them could explain the other two people as being 

not the real deal.   In the process, they nearly ended up 

having a fight.     

The Most common delusion is Christians who have said 

they know when Christ is coming back.   As we know 

that has been a great failure.      In addition, the Bible is 

not anti-common sense.    Proverbs is full of common 

sense.     They are not promises but they are things that 

generally happen when you do something.     I.e. when 

making a plan, seek many advisors.    However, most of 

us would have said to Noah, Moses, Gideon, Joshua, 

and Jonah:  that is a bad idea.    

But if we always do the common sense thing, then we 

will probably never step out in faith either.      Because 

most steps of faith are not common sense. 

One question you can ask is:   How does this step 

impact others?   What are the consequences if I am 

wrong? 

However, discerning what is of God and what is not, is 

not straightforward as sometimes some Christians 

make out.      Many of us struggle with this.   

Are you willing to take a risk for Jesus?    To look a fool.     

God works in ordinary place 

God is present wherever you go.      Every realm you 

are involved in God is interested in. 

As Christians, we tend to place those in social services 

on a bit of a pedestal.   Doctors teachers, social 

workers.    God is interested in sheet metal.     He is 

interested in building.   He is interested in sales.   He is 

interested in engineering.  He is interested in banking.    

There is nothing that God is not interested in.       And 

he wants to work in your work place.  In the  

workshops,  offices and trucks  he wants to work.         

He took Peter’s boat and used it for his purposes.  He 

wants to take your computers, skill saw, computer and 

vacuum cleaner and he wants to use it for his kingdom 

and his glory.   In addition, as you give it to him, he 

wants to work supernaturally.   He wants to work 

powerfully.        He wants to do miracles in the ordinary 

things of life.     

Have you taken the time to pray through your work 

place?    Sometimes teams have prayed through the 

church.    Prayer can change the atmosphere of a place.     

Have you taken the ordinary things of your workplace 

and offered them to God.     God use this.    

Have you ever said?  God, you are here.   What are you 

doing here?  Where are you at work?        Sometimes I 

have said.  Have you invited God into your workplace?    

However, I do not think that is right anymore.  God is 

already there.      WE have to become aware of his 

presence.     We cannot invite God in.    It is his and he 

is already there.       

God does not require perfect people 

This is quite fortunate or we would all be out.   Too 

often, we still have this attitude.   God cannot use me.      

I have this problem with porn.    I am not good enough.   

I have this problem with overeating.    I am not good 

enough.  I have an unhappy marriage and my kids have 

gone off the rails.     God cannot use me.    These three 



 

alone have probably ruled out over half the church.   So 

no wonder no one will do anything.  Chuck in some 

broken relationships and some anxiety and depression, 

and I will probably be able to rule out the other half of 

the church. :)  

Peter becomes aware of his sinfulness.    This is the 

correct response to a powerful act of God.   He has 

figured out that this Jesus is not an ordinary person.   

The Jesus who he has in his boat is God.    In addition, if 

you can grasp the magnitude of God that is a scary 

thought.   The all very all-powerful God who created 

the stars.  In addition, if he if God he can see into his 

heart.  Imagine someone who knew your every thought 

and desire.     He knows what is there:    the pride    the 

lust, the seeking after power.    Peter is undone.      

Jews had a strong believe that if you were to meet God 

face to face, you would die.  He has just figured out he 

is face to face with God.   That boat is not nearly big 

enough.   He wants to get to get to the other side of 

the lake.     

We tend to come to church and the enemy whispers to 

us.  Who are you?   You are not good enough.   

Remember what you did this week.  We look at other 

Christians with their perfect marriage and perfect kids 

and think.   Well until I am like them, there is no way 

God can use me.   When I get this area fixed up then I 

will do this.    Well guess what you will never be good 

enough.   That is the whole point of Christianity.  In 

addition, guess what.   Those Christian with the perfect 

marriage and perfect kids.    It is a front.      It is not 

what you think.    In addition, that area you are working 

on.      If you do get it fixed up, God will show you 

another.  Then another   you are a work in progress 

and you are nowhere near finished.    You will not be 

finished when you die.  Therefore, you will be of no use 

to God whatsoever. 

God is not looking for perfect.   He is looking for 

humility.    In addition, obedience.      Humility says that 

anything good that comes from what I do is God at 

work.   Humility is recognizing this is about God 

working, not about me working.   Humility about 

recognizing our weakness but also Gods strength. 

God works in broken vessels.   Us.  He loves to do this.   

The Bible tells us that repeatedly.   David is a murderer 

and adulterer.   Shahab was a prostitute.  Paul was a 

bully.  Moses was a murderer.  Samson was an sex 

addict, So was Solomon.  Abraham thought that putting 

his wife into a harem was a good idea.      But so often 

we cut ourselves off from being used by God.   God is 

looking for the willing person, humble heart 

William Carey was a shoe maker in England in 1700’s      

But God used him as to begin the modern missionary 

movement.   Wrote a widely distributed manisfeto 

arguing  that the church must engage in mission.      He 

then went to India    The church of India and Burma 

owe their birth to his incredible dedication.   Heaps of 

schools and hsopitals named after him and he saw 100s 

comes to faith.  His motto  Expect great things from 

God, and attempt great things for God. 

God changes our focus. 

God calls Peter to become a fisher of men.     He eaves 

everyting to follow Jesus.  Now for most of us God does 

not call us to full time ministry as pastor or  

missionaries.   He does not call us to live in faith.      

Most of us not evangelists.  We don’t see heaps of 

people come to faith. Most of us are  called to stay in 

our lives;  ie  work,  raise our kids, be involved in our 

communities.  But we are called to follow Jesus.    And 

we are called to a change of focus.      Primary focus 

now is not on earning lots of money.    Our primary 

focus is now on Jesus and the kingdom.   And that will 

involve cahnage.   Life cannot carry on the same as 

when we were not following Jesus.    It is not just a 

matter of cutting out the Sunday sleep in and the game 

of golf to go to church.   It is a total re orientation of 

our priorities and purpose.  How can my gifts be use to 

extend the kingdom.   How can I be an kingdom 

influence where God has placed me.  

Download or listen to this message at: 

www.icbc.org.nz 

REFLE CT IO N +  D ISCUSS I ON  

Have you ever done anything “dumb” for God?   Or 

sensed him asking you to do something “dumb”?     Is 

God challenging you to take a step of faith in some 

area? 

What could you do to become more aware of God in 

the ordinary places:  work, home, clubs etc 

Have you ever felt God could not use you because you 

were not good enough?   Where does this idea come 

from?     How can you overcome it? 

What does it mean to have a “kingdom focus”?   How 

can we  encourage one another inn this?   
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