
15.03.20 Keith Harrington 

HEALING THE LEPER LUKE 5:12-16 

 

There is just one topic on the news now and it is corona virus.   
Italy is in complete lockdown as country.    It is hard for us to 
imagine what this would be like.  There are 19 rules to keep 
people separate.    It all seems very extreme to us.   However, 
it also helps us understand the passage we just read.      When 
we read the term leprosy in the Bible, it refers to not just 
leprosy, as we know it, but any infectious or contagious skin 
disease.      However, if you were a leper in 1st century 
Palestine, you were in quarantine, except it was for your 
lifetime, unless your leprosy somehow left.      
 
Leprosy “Hanson’s’ disease” kills the motor nerves in your 

body.    A person loses feeling in their hands and feet, and 

face, leading to crippling disabilities.  This man probably had 

a terrible smell coming from his untreated sores.       

Corona virus gives us an insight into this story.  Imagine 

having to live the rest of your life in isolation.     No one could 

come near you.  You could not go to any social gathering.    

You could not enter the temple.  It would be incredibly 

lonely.    Lepers would form small communities together on 

the outskirts of the village.   They could not earn a living and 

would be dependant on family leaving food for you or 

begging at a distance.       

 Fear drives irrational behaviour.     To live with a disease that 

slowly eats away at you would breed fear.     How could you 

not be fearful of such a thing with no medication?   You 

would also be fearful for your family, as they could not 

support themselves 

It would be hard not to become bitter and angry with your lot 

in life.    All of a sudden, your world is turned upside down.    

Bitterness can easily creep in.   

Despair and hopelessness would likely arise.    It is easy to 

deal with a crisis when we know it will pass.   However, in this 

time, there were no vaccines or medical cures.     This was 

now your life.     Those who live with chronic pain know what 

this is like.     

At this time,   leprosy was considered a sentence for 

wrongdoing.     Therefore, the person lived with this sense of 

shame.     Everyone else would be looking at you, and 

believing that you had some secret hidden sin.   It would be 

hard not to feel a sense of condemnation...     The person’s 

sense of self-esteem would be shattered.    

Therefore, the issue in this story is far more than a physical 

one.      Here is someone who is lonely, isolated, condemned, 

living without hope, shunned by society.    

Our rates of loneliness and suicide tell us that many people 

still feel the same today.    Many feel on the outer: the 

disabled,   the migrant, the elderly, and the chronically sick.   

In desperation, the man cries out: “Jesus if you want to, you 

can heal me. He does not doubt that Jesus can heal.”    The 

question is;  does he want to. I think many of us feel in this 

situation too.    We cannot help but notice that Jesus heals 

people all the time.   It says in Galilee he could not because of 

their lack of faith.    Then he raises the widow’s son and there 

is no indication of any faith at all.  He is just filled with 

compassion as he sees the funeral procession.   

We end up with this tension.    Jesus sent the disciples out to 

lay hands on people and cure them.  In Acts, we read of the 

apostles healing people.    James says to get the elders to lay 

hands on people and pray for them healing and miracles are 

listed as two of the gifts of the spirit.  I have seen God heal 

people.  

 On the other hand, Jesus told the story of the sheep and the 

goats, a story of judgement day.   The “sheep” cared for the 

sick, helped the homeless, and visited those in prison.   The 

“goats” did not.    Jesus said those who did these things to 

others in reality did them to Jesus.  Note it says:   “the sheep 

cared for the sick.”    It does not say they healed the sick but 

cared for them.    Paul’s friend Timothy had a stomach 

complaint and Trophimus was sick at Miletus and could not 

travel with them.  Paul says in Galatians he was sick, and we 

know he had some kind of ongoing ailment, his thorn in the 

flesh.   

Then there is our own experience.   If we are honest, we do 

not see too many people who are supernaturally healed in 

our churches today.    On the other  hand, we see hundreds 

healed by the work of doctors and modern medicine.    The 

Bible says all good things come from God.      Surely, doctors 

and medicine are a gift from God. 

We tend to be fixated in the west of physical healing.    Yet 

we know more and more that healing is body, mind, soul and 

spirit.   They are incredibly inter linked.     Many doctors 

would say that a large percentage of physical issues stem 

from nonphysical cause such as stress and trauma in our 

lives. 

 I think many of us would believe that God could heal us.    To 

deny that God could heal us is to deny God any power.  

However, we do wonder.    Do you want to God?  Either 

supernaturally or by medicine.   Jesus said to the leper; “I 

want to.”    Now it would not be right to extrapolate out this 

story to all of us, just based on this story.  However, Jesus 

repeatedly when he talked of the kingdom used language of 

healing such as “sight to the blind.” Is this a metaphor?   

When John began doubting if Jesus was God, Jesus sent back 

this reply:     Tell John what you have seen.   The blind see, 

lame walk, lepers are cured, the deaf hear and the dead 

raised to life.   Good news is preached to the poor.      What 

he is saying to John is:   This is the kingdom of God, the  rule 

of God coming to earth.   It is a picture of wholeness.       It is 

a picture of the least of the least being included.  It is a 

picture of the world as it is meant to be.   We know that our 



 

new resurrected bodies will not die.     The picture in 

Revelation is of    no crying, no death.    A Stream is flowing 

through with the city with healing.       Sickness and suffering 

are not part of God’s plan.      When the kingdom fully comes, 

these things will be eradicated. 

We might not understand why God does not heal us.   I do 

not know the answer either.      However, we can ask God 

because we know it is his will.      And if we don’ ask, then we 

will not receive.        Later on Jesus teaches about bold 

audacious prayer.      If we do not ask, James says we will not 

receive.        Keep on asking.    So do not hesitate to ask for 

prayer for healing.         We will not receive a miracle if we 

don’t ask.      

God might say like he did to Paul, “Not now.  My grace is 

sufficient.”   But it it OK to ask.  Yes we live in a broken world.     

We know that sickness is a reality and one of the trials of this 

life.    But know God’s heart is to bring healing    Now,  or in 

the future.      The heart of God is that we will be whole. 

Reality is that many of us need emotional healing more than 

we do phusical healing.    We are carrying wounds and 

baggage that is pulling us down.      These might be what God 

wants to heal first in us.     

Jesus reached out and touched the man.   He had not been 

touched by another human for years and years.   He  didn’t 

heal him then hug him.   He touched him first.     That made 

Jesus unclean in Jewish Law.    Throughout Luke Jesus 

touched the untouchable:  lepers, blind people, prostitutes, 

tax collectors, beggars.    Jesus is interested in far more than 

physical healing.  He wants to restore this man’s self-esteem, 

shame, loneliness, bitterness.      There is incredible power in 

touch.   That power can be both good and bad.   Touch talks 

of acceptance and love.    

The reality is that we all carry wounds.     In addition, they 

stink.   Maybe not physically.     However, hurt, rejection, and 

pain have left their mark on our lives.     Therefore, we put up 

walls to guard ourselves.     We push other people away 

without realizing we are doing it.    Out of fear and anxiety, 

we react to others.     We are critical and get angry easily.    

I think many people only become aware of some of their 

wounds in midlife.    Maybe through marriage or having 

children of their own do those broken bits of their lives start 

to become exposed?     

I wonder if there are places in your life that need the healing 

touch of Jesus.     Painful memories that you need Jesus to 

speak into.    Rejection that you need Jesus to say; actually, I 

have never rejected you.   I wept as you were rejected  

Loneliness that you need Jesus to say;    I am here.  I have 

never left you .  Hurt that you need Jesus to say;  I know that 

hurt you.   But I am here and I want to wrap my arms around 

you.  Abuse that you need Jesus to say; I want to heal.    That 

was never my will and I want to set you free. 

I wonder this morning if some of you have lost hope of 

healing.      You are not convinced that God wants to heal 

you.      Maybe the enemy has whispered the lie; you are not 

good enough.    You are not special.   God will never heal you. 

In addition, you need to know this morning.    God wants you 

whole.      God is a God of wholeness. 

God is a good God.   It might not seem that way to you with 

what you have gone through.      However, it will not be 

forever.   God’s plan is for wholeness.     That is his promise.      

And even if you don’t see it now, it is coming; a  day of 

freedom and liberty and wholeness, a day where there will 

be no more death or pain, a day when the river of healing will 

flow freely through the city and you can partake of it.   

I wonder too this morning if God wants to challenge you to 

be an instrument of healing.   If actually God wants to bring 

into your life people who need a touch of love.       People 

who are on the outer of society and need you to be Jesus to 

them.      People who need a small act of kindness,   who 

need a hug, a smile, a touch.      Someone who maybe stinks, 

literally or metaphorically.    Yet needs someone to move 

towards them and not away from them.  Whom as a church is 

God asking us to reach out to?    Who are the modern day 

lepers?   The intellectually disabled?   The paedophile?   The 

homeless?  The migrant who does not speak English?    The 

mentally ill?     The Islamic community?  

Communion.   Jesus became the outcast, the rejected, and 

the lonely, despised one for us.   The physically and 

emotionally broken one.    The abused one who in the end 

felt abandoned even by the Father.  He was taken to the 

rubbish dump of the city and crucifed for us.  Made rubbish 

for us.   And yet in doing this, he has identified with our pain.    

He understands what we are gong through.  And he has risen 

from the dead.     The scars are still on his hands.   But he is 

restored and renewed.    He has been healed , resurrected.    

And this is our hope.   We have a God who identifies with us.    

And a God who has given us hope for what is to come.   Our 

suffering is not forever.    And this means we have free access 

to the Throne room of God.   WE can come with bold 

audaciousness into the Fathers’s presence.   WE can ask for 

healing.  We are his children and he will not turn us away.    

Download or listen to this message at: 

www.icbc.org.nz 

R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

Do we focus on the supernatural and neglect the miracle of 

modern medicine as God’s gift? 

Have you even grappled with why God doesn’t heal?  How do 

you resolve it?  

Are you aware of things you carry from your past that have 

negatively impacted you?     How can God bring healing to 

these areas?     

Who are the modern day “untouchables” ?  What could we do 

to touch them?  

http://www.icbc.org.nz/


 

 

 

 

 


