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CHARACTER STUDIES FROM 1 SAMUEL PT 2: ELI  

 

Who was Eli? 

- The priest in Shiloh. 

- Two sons also involved in the ministry. 

- Not a lot is said of Eli himself, but we can see from the 
state of his sons and the lack of God’s revelation to the 
people during his time that not all was well with Eli’s 
spiritual leadership of the nation. 

The insights we gain from Eli’s life come mostly 
through his interactions with others: 

1) Another person’s intimacy with God is a chance to 
draw near to God ourselves 

1 Samuel 1:9-18 – Eli and Hannah at Shiloh 

- Eli mistakes Hannah’s petitions before God as the 
words of a drunkard. 

- Once he realises her situation, he goes on to bless her 
in the area she seeks God’s help. 

How do we respond when we observe others in deep 
communion with God? 

2) Another person’s dishonour toward God is a chance 
to draw near to God ourselves 

1 Samuel 2:22-25, 29-30 – Eli and his wicked sons 

- Eli’s sons had committed a raft of offenses before 
God. Taking of extra meat, immorality with some of the 
female servants. 

- God brought these offenses to Eli’s knowledge. 

- Eli challenges his sons on their offending, but did he 
go far enough? 

- The ship had sailed though, their hearts were 
hardened.  

How can we turn the evil in another’s actions into 
worship/repentance/dependence? 

3) Another person’s word from God is a chance to 
draw near to God ourselves 

1 Samuel 3: 8-18 – The Lord speaks through Samuel 

- Eli demands that Samuel shares everything the Lord 
had said to him. 

- Eli accepts the sovereignty of God in these matters. 

 

How can we draw 
encouragement/instruction/correction from what 
others are reading in scripture? How can we use it as 
motivation to be in the Word of God for ourselves?  

How can we become desperate for the Word of God, 
be it good news or correction? 
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