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         JESUS –  FULLY HUMAN AND FULLY DIVINE 

 

We all know Christmas is  about  Jesus birth.   And it is a very 

cute story.  But I have to wonder if we have trivialized the 

Christmas story.   In the Bible, there are two Christmas 

accounts   Matthew  and Luke.   It is never mentioned 

elsewhere aside from Revelation and that is very different.  

The NT writers were not interested in the cute story        They 

focused on Who is  Jesus?   And the cross and resurrection. 

Over the net two weeks look at two great Christ passage,.     

Col 1 and Phil 4.      Rich in depth and meaning.        

Read   Colossians  1: 15-23    The words are set out 

differently.    Some argue that this and the passage in Phil 

was actually an early church hymn.      But it is not poetic like 

Psalms that uses picture language.     

Context.       Oen of the cults  in early church time was the 

Gnostics which  means the intellectual ones   They believed                                            

#  Physical matter is eternal but evil.                                             

#   Spiritual stuff is good and God is Spirit.    So God can’t be 

involved with anything physical.         # because God is good,  

he could not be the agent of creation                                                                                 

# God  produced a series of powers,   that were further and 

further from God.     Then  finally there was one power who 

was so distant from God that they could  touch matter and so 

create things       This power was so distant from God that 

they did not know God at all.                                                         

#  The world is  not Gods and is evil 

Jesus was just one of many intermediaries between God and 

man.   He might be the highest in the series but he was one 

of many.     If matter is evil  then our bodies are bad.    So 

Jesus could not have had a true body.   They claimed that 

Jesus left no footsteps when he walked.      For the Gnostics 

the task of humanity was to get to God.     But to do so, you 

had to get past all these intermediary powers.      To pass 

each power required special  passwords and knowledge.     So 

salvation is knowledge that only Gnostics have.    

Now this all might sound fanciful    But actually Gnosticism  in 

different forms is still around today.      Christians have often 

elevated he spiritual above the physical.      Many cults  have  

other figures beside Jesus and  claim  special knowledge.    

Many  claims special revelation and knowledge that they 

exclusively know and without it you are not saved.    

Chrit in Himself    v15   This is one of the key Scriptures 

affirming part of the trinity.       Christ existed before creation 

and is the visible image of the invisible God.  There is a link 

here to the OT where wisdom is personified in Proverbs.  See 

Prov Ch 1, and 8.       Paul is saying Jesus is that wisdom that 

you talked about.    

The readers would have thought back to the creation story 

where humanity is described as made in the image of God.       

We were meant to reflect God, but then sin got in the way.    

Jesus is the perfect image of God.    The word would also 

invoke in the readers the idea of a portrait.    Same word.      

The word is also used by philosophers to describe the Logos 

of God.   See John 1.      Logos is hard to pin down, but it is the 

order that holds the world together.   So John says the Logos 

was with God and Logos was God.   The word “image’ is also 

used in legal documents they used to describe the 

characteristics of the parties making the document    so there 

could be no confusion.    Same word.   But just to be sure in 

vs 19   Jesus is described as the fullness of God.   He is more 

than just a sketch.       

Supreme over all creation.    Translated firstborn.  NIV        

This does not mean he was created first   , rather this is a title 

of honour.    Ps 89:27   Jews saw  this as a  Messianic title.   

Christ in Creation   v 16-17      Countering the Gnostics idea 

that creation was through some lower beings Paul says 

everything was created through Jesus  and for Jesus.   He 

holds creation together.   The order of the universe which is 

so obvious is the work of Christ  Walter Wink says Christ is 

the basic operating principle controlling existence.    The 

universe is not self sufficient.  Christ is the Creator the 

sustainer and the final goal of the  universe.  This also means 

that physical matter is good.    

Christ and the church   v18     We read “head” to mean he is 

the CEO, the boss.   Then we have taken this idea into 

marriage and said the men are the head of the marriage.  Ie 

the boss, the one with authority.     This has lead to all kinds 

of abuse and the idea that women cannot be in leadership in 

the church.      The word “head”  has no meaning of authority.     

Sometimes it can mean the honoured one.      Mostly it 

means the source.     Ie like the head of the river being it’s 

source.   (  Christ is the source of the church,     and men are 

the source of women in the sense that the creation story 

women are created from men’s ribs. )     

 Not all Christians hold this view and continue to hold the 

view of headship meaning authority over.     However 

scholarship is increasing moving away from this view.     Not 

how the word head was used in ancient language.    

The church is his body.     That is life comes to the church 

from Christ.      He is the source of life to the church.                     

He is the beginning. He is first in the church as it were 

because he rose from the dead.    The church is his creation 

as it were.    There is no church without Jesus Christ.                                                         

Supreme over all who rise from the dead  or First born from 

the dead.   Supreme is better because we think of first born 

as related to our children. But Pual is using it differently here.   

First born refers to status.  In the Old Testament Israel was 

described as first born. (Ex: 4:22, Jer 31:9)    The metaphor 

distinguishes Christ from  everything else.    

Christ rose first,    as the central act in all of history.    He rose  

leading the way to life for us.     And because Jesus rose from 



 

 

the dead, he is supreme over all things.     He has conquered 

all powers by his resurrection and shown he is  Lord of all.     

Christ and all things.  V19-20    All the attributes of God are 
seen in Jesus.  God did not send an angel or some 
intermediary messenger.      God dwelled in some mysterious 
way in Christ.    Fully human and yet fully God.  It is through 
Jesus that everything   - all of creation is reconciled to 
himself.  And it was done by the shocking violence of the 
cross and Jesus blood spilt for us.   
 
What are the implications of this?    

In Christ we find meaning in this world.    If the world is just 

a matter of randomness, of chance mutations,  and survival 

of the fittest, then life has no meaning.   More than that, the 

world is scary.   Every day we hear of wars, and ecological 

disaster, and terrorist bombings,  and hurricane and random 

shootings, and our anxiety levels are going through the roof.      

Life seems meaningless and many people despair of this 

world as a dark  place.    

But if this world is creation by Christ and exists for Chrit, it is 

never meaningless.    And if we belong to Christ, that means 

we have a place in this cosmic story.        History is not a 

random series of events ,but is actually progressing 

somewhere.       The meaning of the universe can never be 

found in itself,  and some scientists are now realizing that.      

Christ is the centre, the origin and the destiny of this world.   

The resurrection of Christ is grounded in the very fabric of 

the cosmos.    

In Christ we find the ultimate answer.     Jesus lived in a very 

different age.   Today we can clone animals, manipulate 

genes, send people to space, transplant organs,  and have 

information at our fingertips.  AI can write your essays.   

The one holy grail of science that has not been cracked is the 

“theory of everything”   One cohesive theory that explains all 

the happens in the universe.   This is driven the top thinkers 

of the day to despair as they try to integrate these theories.   

But what this passage says is that Christ is the theological 

“theory of everything”    He is the key to every question of 

the universe,     God has not allowed this knowledge to be 

held by a few elite scientist  with theories no one can 

understand.   He has allowed it to be shown through  Jesus 

and his death on the cross to every person on the planet.       

In Christ we find reconciliation to God     In Christ we find 

reconciliation with creation and all physical world.    This 

implies that the world is not reconciled.        The world is not 

the way God intended it.      There is a gulf between us and 

God and nobody can bridge that gap other than Christ.    

Because Christ is both fully human and fully divine, he alone 

can bridge the gap.   His love took on our flesh and died for 

us.      

God is not a king who stays in his majestic palace, isolated 

from the poor peasants.   His love was so great that he left 

the trappings of power to live among his people and be 

vulnerable with them.      He shared our guilt and 

vulnerability and suffering.     

When Christ entered our world, as flesh and blood he 

affirmed the goodness of creation.     Sometimes we want to 

escape this world, with all it’s pain.   But God wants to bring 

the whole universe into reconciliation with himself.   There is 

no sphere of creation in this world where God is not 

sovereign and that he wants to bring it all back to himself. 

That is why gospel reconciliation is far more than just  

between people and God.     Reconciliation is between races,    

those who have and those who don’t,  and  with our physical 

environment.   God’s plan for this world is far bigger than we 

can imagine.     All creation is to be reconciled.    

In Christ is the centre of everything,  not us.     We tend to 

bend Christianity to be about us.   What will make us happy.     

And then we are shocked when  God does not deliver and we 

face suffering.    We wonder why.  Everything should be 

about me.  But we are not the centre.    When we make 

Christianity about us, then the first thing to go is the idea of 

sin.    Sin is about acknowledging that God has the right to say 

what is wrong.   But when we are the centre, then sin is no 

longer an issue, as long as we are happy and fulfilled.       But 

sin is the scarlet thread said one author that runs throughout 

history to the cross.     There can be no reconciliation without 

Jesus Christ at the very centre.    

 Is the risen Christ at the centre of your world,  your life this 

Christmas?    He is not a cute baby.  He is the maker and 

sustainer of the universe,  existing before all time.  He is the 

one who left heaven to die for you and me.   Let us bow 

down in worship.  
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R E F LE C T I O N  +  D I S C U S S I O N  

Do we focus on the trivial details of Jesus birth too much 

and miss out on the main thing?   

What is your initial response upon reading this passage?    

Be honest!           Awe, questions, too abstract,  irrelevant? 

Have you wrestled with what Christ as the head of the 

church means?    And how it relates to marriage? 

Why is the idea that Jesus is fully human and fully divine 

so important?  What happens if you weaken one or the 

other?   

How can the church live out the “gospel of reconciliation” 

in practical ways?   

How do we ensure that Christ remains at the centre of our 

church, as the founder, sustainer and goal? 

What difference does this passage make to how you live 

your life this week?   
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