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MERCY AND JUSTICE PT1 MICAH 6:8  

 

 
I want you to imagine the scene.   Some bloke from the 

country  has started coming into town here on Friday night,      

wandering the streets naked.  And he makes these howling 

sounds like a wolf.   And these moaning  like a owl.  He claims 

to be a Christian.    And he is raving on about God and justice 

and freedom.   What would be your reaction?      

That is exactly a story from the Bible.  His name is Micah.   

Read Micah 1:8     And yet this was a man of God.       The 

most famous verse in Micah is 6:8  which talks of justice and 

mercy.  The issue of justice impacts all of our lives, whether 

we  are fully conscious of it or not. 

If you live in Southland and need a knee replacement, then 

you will have to wait over 700 days,   which is 3 times as long 

as some parts of NZ.  You get a parking ticket, despite moving 

your car in the 90 minute space. Your child with a disability is 

not given access to the educational resources they need.   

These are  justice issues. 

Then there are the ¼ of NZ children who are living in poverty.   

Or if you are Māori or Pacfica, you are more likely to get jail 

sentences for the same crimes that others commit and you 

are less likely to get access to surgery than Pakeha.  The 

Treaty issues of confiscated land  aren’t resolved  yet.  Rich 

people can pay less taxes that poor people.  These are  justice 

issues.       

Then there are the  issues of justice that the people of 

Ukraine,  Gaza  are facing at the moment. But which ever way 

you look at it,  issues of justice are all around us.  Over the 

next 4 weeks Darren and I are going to look at four Scriptural 

passages that look at issues of justice and mercy. 

Micah is one of those little books at the back of the Old 

Testament that are hard to find.   Just 6 pages long.      Micah 

6:8 is often used as a summary verse for the book. So who is 

Micah,  who is this book written to, and when was it written. 

 He is from a country village of Moresheth,   north of a major 

fortress of Lachish.  He has left there, and his messages are 

directed primarily to the religious and political leaders of 

Jerusalem and it’s people.    At one point he walked the 

streets naked, lamenting the wounds of the nation.      After 

that we are into guess work.     But he is prophet, who is sent 

by God to reveal God’s heart to the people of Judah.       What 

he is says is not well received and he becomes discouraged.    

The book of Micah is really a series of sermons that he gave.   

He possibly bought  this message (Ch 6)  around the time of 

Hezekiah and then his son Mannesah.       Hezekiah was one 

of the  good kings, but his son was very bad. 

He lived in a time of high political volatility.   Assyria were the 

world power of the time, and they were flexing their muscles, 

trying to control all those countries around them.  Judah had 

been attacked by breakaway Israel to the north,   Syria, the 

Edomites and the Philistines and lost 120,000 soldiers as well 

as another 200,000 men, women and    children.  

Hezekiah had responded to Micah’s preaching and not put his 

trust in the Assyrians.   But his son Manasseh did not have a 

heart for God and sold out to them.  Judah was not in a good 

place.  They had a huge refugee influx from people in Isreal, 

trying to escape the Assyrian onslaught.     There were broken 

families from previous wars.       Key leaders had been lost 

and institutions destroyed.  It was  tough economically.  

Worship of idols was common.    

What Micah has done in his sermon is set it up like a court 

case.     God is suing Judah.     (confusing because he says 

Israel ) for breach of Covenant.   God has rescued the 

Israelites out of bondage and says. “ I will be your suzerain.  

Your powerful protector and  I will love you.”   If you are 

obedient, you will have a fruitful land, health and protection  

But if you ignore the covenant,   you will be not receive 

covenant blessings and if you continue,  you will be removed 

from the land altogether.    

Micah 6:1-2    God begins  his own defense.    

Micah 3-5    God points out their history.   He rescued them,    

gave them leaders and provided for them all that they 

required.    All acts of grace.    So God is saying:  I have kept 

my side of the covenant.   

Mich 6:6-7   Now we have an imaginary defense by the 
people.   We have done what is  required.     We have bought 
the offerings.   Did you want bigger offerings?     Would a 
thousand rams be enough?    Or 10,000 barrels of olive oil?  
Or would you be happy if we give you our first children?     
Would that pay for our sins?  Are offerings just about giving a 
bribe as it were to God? The answer is No . The sacrifice was 
just an outward sign of a heart that was contrite before God.   
 
Micah 6:8    Then Micah tells the people what it  is that God 
requires.  It is the same requirement that it always has been.      
1/ To act justly towards others.   This is set out in the OT law.   
It is how to behave with mutual respect towards others and        
is based on God’s view, not their view.   So it includes 
boundaries on   sexuality,   prohibition of abuse and violence 
of any kind, and  property rights.  Also  protection of  the 
foreigner (refugee), the  poor, those in slavery, widows and 
orphans.  Basically anyone who is vulnerable to exploitation.     
 
 2/ To love mercy.  The word used is a complex word with a 
huge possible depth of meaning.   At it’s simplest it is being 
merciful to those who are less well off.     It is a reflection of 
the mercy of God towards us.   And God’s mercy,  is a 
reflection of his deep love towards us.     At it’s deepest, it is 
the faithful love of God that means that God is committed to 
the covenant with his people.    

 



 

 

3/  To walk humbly with your God.       It is about a life that is 
not proud, but is attentive to the will of God.       There is no 
sense of thinking that we know best.    There is a deep 
humility in recognizing that God is God – supreme over all. 

 
Micah 6:9 -16 Micah then speaks out  why God is about to 
bring judgement.      He is enacting the covenant curses .     

 
God is the same.    He purpose and plan is the same.  His 
character is the same.   We are not under the old Covenant.  
So what do we do with this passage? . Like the Israelites we 
have received God’s grace.    WE have become a people of 
God.   A holy nation.   A royal priesthood.    
 
But our response to the grace of God is the same.     We are 
to please God.  Ie    Live our lives in such a way that  reflect 
the heart of God.  Nothing has changed.      Jesus said the    
whole of law, God’s heart can be summed up with “ Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. 
Love your neighbor as yourself.”   This is exactly what this 
summary verse in Micah is saying.  Walk humbly before God.   
This is Loving God.     Act justly, love mercy  How we relate to 
others.  This is Loving our neighbor.     
 
As churches we tend to focus on the walk humbly before 
God.   We put a lot of emphasis on worship, prayer,  spiritual 
disciples,  personal salvation.        Our life groups are the 
same.      And of course these are all inward focused.    
 
But if we were to use Micah 6:8 as a score card of how we are 
doing we must look at the other side.   How much focus are 
we putting on loving mercy and acting justly?     Mercy and 
justice are outward focused.   They are not on ourselves.     
 
Mercy is acts of kindness of those in need.        It is about  
generously giving.      Firewood, or food, or care   Sponsoring 
a child.          Giving generously to an appeal after the natural 
disaster.     Mercy also relates to how we relate to our 
environment 
 
Justice is tricky.  Justice is about what are the underlying 
causes of the hardship and how do we address them.      Why 
are people not able to feed themselves.  Why is there a cycle 
of violence?          Why is this person addicted?    Why are our 
young people killing themselves?   Justice is about 
empowering people.    Justice and mercy also have to include 
evangelism.        Our love for others and our desire to help 
them flourish has to involve sharing the hope we have in 
Christ.   Justice has to include issues around the environment. 
 
Justice and mercy are outward focused.    Walking with God is 
internally focused.     So here is the challenge.   Have we got 
the balance right?    Maybe we have over focused on walk 
humbly with God – the Love God side of the equation - but 
we have not spent nearly enough time on the love others.   
i.e..  Mercy and justice side of the equation.   Somehow even 
though we have  prioritized focusing on God we have missed 
God’s heart for the world, for the poor, for the lost.      
 
Christian maturity is both about intimacy with God and with 
action.  Actually it becomes a cycle   As we focus outward to 
the needs of the world and those around us, we realize our 
own poverty and powerlessness.      This can lead us to 

despair.   What can I do.?  Or it can lead us to God, to prayer.  
And to the word.    Getting involved outwardly is messy and 
hard.   And so in focusing out, we are drawn back to God.      
To his rest, his love,     to security in him.   We can’t love 
others unconditionally until we are totally secure in him.    
And  in dealing with brokenness we will come against 
principalities and powers,    demonic influences   that cause 
systems to be unjust.     This will drive us to our knees in 
prayer.  In sharing out faith, we become aware of how much 
we need the spirit of God to empower us.   
 
But in coming to God, we are pushed out again, as we hear 
his call to go into the world, to heal the sick and tend to the 
broken and release the prisoner.    To be salt and light.   And 
so the circle begins again. 
 
So if our worship, prayer and Bible study are  not leading us 
outward, something is wrong.   WE are not focused on the 
God of the Bible.    But some other God.        Because if we 
focus on God,  it will always    lead us outward.    
 
What does God require of us?    Not ritual.    Singing some 
song, going to church,  and giving a little bit of money to the 
church.  These  are meant to be outer signs of an inner desire 
to walk humbly before God ,  to love God.        And in loving 
God,   he requires that we focus outward and   love mercy 
and act justly.        And in a country with chronic poverty and 
homelessness and addiction and relational breakdown and 
suicide,  there is no shortage of places to put this into 
practice.       And that is before we even think of the one in 7 
of our brothers and sisters in Christ who live in constant 
threat of persecution, violence discrimination and even 
death.    
 

Download or listen to this message at: 

www.icbc.org.nz 

REFLECTION + DISCUSSION 

What does the fact that we would think a naked man raving 

in the streets about justice crazy and yet this  is found in the 

Bible, tell us ?   

Share a time where you have been on the receiving end of 

injustice , big or small.   How did you feel? 

What are some of the big issues of injustice that you see in 

New Zealand at the moment?   

Reflect on the inward/ outward cycle (inwards towards God, 

leading us outward, leading us inward).   Have you seen this 

in your own life?    

“If our worship, prayer and Bible study are  not leading us outward, 
something is wrong.   We are not focused on the God of the Bible.    
But some other God.        Because if we focus on God,  it will always    

lead us outward.”   Discuss this statement.   Do you agree?    
 
Have we got the balance right re inward/outward focus  

-  In our own lives 

- In Central Baptist (you can email me your thoughts)  

http://www.icbc.org.nz/

