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MAKING SENSE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT PT 8

God'’s intention is for a people in a place, enjoying his
presence. We see this expanding of God’s plan coming to
fruition with the nation of Israel and the Mosaic covenant
made at Mt Sinai. God sets apart those who had escaped
from Egypt and called them his people. He promised to be
with them in limited fashion via the tabernacle and that they
would inherit the land of Canaan

This Mosaic covenant comes to an end in 586 BC when the
Israelites go into exile. At this point they lose the land that
was granted to them and they lose their sovereignty as
nation. They do eventually return and rebuild a very smnall
temple. They gather around Jerusalem but they are never
again an independent nation.  Eventually after Jesus time in
the 1st century even the small amount they did have is
destroyed by the Roman empire.  Parts of the Mosaic
covenant continued into Jesus time, but not the idea of
theocracy , anation governed by God. When Jesus comes
the Mosaic covenant comes to a decisive end. So the Mosaic
covenant is the umbrella covenant from Sinai to Jesus

But within this is a sub covenant to do with kings. One form
of covenant was that of a royal grant. This is where
someone in power would reward a servant who had
distinguished themselves with loyal service. For Abraham,
the royal grant was the promise of land and heirs. The
Davidic covenant we are looking at today is in the from of a
royal grant. But before we look at the Davidic covenant, we
have to get from Sinai to having a monarchy.

The Sinai or Mosaic, or old covenant was made after the
people had come out of slavery. It was made in the
wilderness with a mixed rabble of people. God says “ Now
you are my people.” The books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth and
1 Sameul tell us about this transition period. Joshua is about
the beginning of conquest. Each tribe was allocated a piece
of land.

At this point a tribal federation.  The tribes lived
independently from each others They used to unite to
defend the land from enemies. And gather 3 times a year
for the pilgrim festivals and worship at the tabernacle. But
other than that, the tribes did not have a lot to do with each
other. There was no centralized govt, military or taxes.
Tribal leaders handles the affairs of the tribe. They saw God
as their king. Tribal elders were God’s local officials. The
only national offices were the priests at the tabernacle and
the prophets.

God had made very clear to the Israelites that if they kept the
covenant he would bless them with peace and prosperity. If
they failed to keep the covenant the nation would be
disciplined by some kind of national disaster, normally that of
foreign oppression. Isreal was a theocracy. The well being
of the nation was a direct reflection of whether God was
pleased with his people.
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In the book of Judges we see a cycle emerge. The people
started out living obediently and so enjoyed peace and
prosperity. Then they start to take God for granted and
disobeying the covenant. So they end up with foreign
oppression. They realize their failure, and turn back to God
and so God sends a deliverer. They are called judges.

We think of a judge as a legal ruler but judges in this period
were military leaders to begin with, who after their victory
act as judges for a period. They are not kings. Ajudge
would unify the tribes, lead them into battle, and bring
peace to the land. People would respond to the judge with
lots of enthusiasm but after a while would slip back into their
old habits.  Then the cycle would begin again.

In Judges we have 12 cycles.  Some of these overlap
because some of the judges were more local. It seems with
each cycle the morality of the nation keeps going down.
Until you get to the R rated story of Judges 19 which seems
an echo of Lot in Genesis 19. Judges ends with the words “
In those days there was no king in Isreal, everyone did what
was right in their own eyes.”  We have a people of God
who are following Adam and Eve’s choice in the garden of
Eden, deciding for themselves right from wrong.  Their
lifestyle was no different than the surrounding nations.

Samuel. Then we get to Samuel, the last of the judges. He
was raised by priests, after his mother Hannah dedicated him
to God and became a prophet and a judge. He was atrue
man of God. At the end of Samuels life, the elders of
Israel approach him asking for a king. ~ This is typical of
tribal federations. In fact it was part of God’s plan. Duet
17:14-20 sets out what a good king would be like. They
would be 1. Chosen by God. 2. A native Israelite 3.
Someone who doesn’t amass lots money, wives, or horses. 4.
someone who will write a copy to the law on their own scroll
and read it every day of their lives.

What is the significance of the money, wives and horses?
Typically this is how kings of the day stayed in power . They
would amass huge amounts in the national treasury, by
taxation. They would marry lots of women from other
nations to secure alliances, and they would have lots of
horses to build a huge army.  But what the covenant says is
that the king is not to rely on these normal measures of
power and protection. Instead they were to read, and obey
the covenant laws.  To be successful the king had to be
faithful to the true King. If the vassal keeps the covenant, the
suzerain will do what suzerains do and defend him from any
threats.

But when we get to 1 Sam 8 it seems that God is not keen on
the king idea. He warns them what could happen.  So it
seems a contradiction with Dueteronomy. But the reason
God is not keen is because of their motivation for asking for
aking. It was not that having a king was the problem. The
problem was WHY they wanted one. 1 Sam 8:19-21. They
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wanted a king who would raise up a standing army to deal
with their problem of oppression from their enemies around
them.

But God had clearly told them that if they were being
oppressed it was because they were not being faithful.

The solution was not to have a military leader. That would
not actually solve the issue. They needed to get back to the
covenant. When Samuel agrees to the people’s demand, he
anoints Saul as their king. He is handsome, charismatic and
built like a warrior.

The cultural practise of appointing a leader was to anoint
them with oil. Oil was symbolic of the Spirit of God. The
word for anoint is the source word for messiah. So a
messiah is someone who is anointed. le chosen to lead. But
there is a hint in text that this might not go well. “Listen to
their voice and appoint them a king.”  Saul is the peoples
choice.  Heis the one to deal with the increasing threat of
the Philistines.  Around 1200BC the Mycenaean civilization
of Greece was collapsing and their was a mass migration of
people moving into coastal regions around Egypt and
Cannann,. One of these groups were the Philistines on the
coast but moving inland while the Israelites were in the hill
country spreading to the coast.  So it was inevitable they
would clash.

Saul immediately organizes a military campaign but it does
not go well We read in Sameul that Saul is insecure and not
trusting in God for success. He forgot that it was God’s
kingdom and started to see it as his kingdom. Sauls story
ends in 1 Sam 31 with Saul committing suicide in the heat of
battle to avoid being captured.  But before Saul dies we see
God raise up a new leader, David

David was not a culturally appropriate choice He was not
the oldest in his family. He was the youngest He is not
even old enough to be conscripted into the army. Numbers
1:3, 1:45 saysyou have to be 20 or over. So he was a
teenager. There are 3 separate times he is called.

1stis he is anointed by Sameul as a teenager. 1 Sam 16:7

Then he is recruited into the royal court because of his
musical ability. Saul was having fits of rage - possibly
depression — because God’s anointing had left him. He
wasn’t being successful because he wasn’t following he
covenant. 1 Sam 18:10. David was bought into play the harp
to try to calm Saul down.  David is man of worship and
music.  Half the Psalm are attributed to him.

3rd call is the story of David and Goliath. The Israelites
are at war and are in trouble. The Philistines are challenging
them to put forward someone to take on Goliath. David
was still younger than twenty, and so had to stay at home to
look after the sheep. He might have only been 15 according
to some. Heiscalled ayouth and he had 7 brothers. Only
3are onthe front line. So likely 4 are below 20. David was
the youngest. So he is possibly only 15.

David is sent to the front line to take supplies to his brothers
and report to his Dad on how things are going. It is not going
well. 2.7 metre Goliath is out challenging them every day for
40 days. He is all dressed in his armour and the Israelites
are terrified. If they take him on and lose, then they are
going to be overrun.  Who in the Israelite camp is the
tallest?. Saul Who has the best weaponry?  Saul. But
Saul is not volunteering . And no else is either. How did a
15 year old have the courage to take this guy on? Because
he had experienced God’s provision in the past. 1 Sam
17:34-36. He had already seen God provide in scary times.
He had Taken on a bear and a lion bare handed.  David was
very clear. It is God who had rescued him. And if God
had rescued him in the past, then God would rescue him in
the future.

When he goes out to battle he looks totally out of place. He
is just average height 1.7 metres. And he has no armour at
all.  Goliathis 2.7metreand got great armour. But David
is God’s choice because David is faithful and loyal to the true
king. 1Sam 17:45-47 What a statement of faith!  After
he defeats Goliath, he is made a commander in the army.

It would years before David actually became king. For over a
decade, Saul relentlessly chased David around the country
attempting to kill him.  Eventually he is crowned king over
the southern region, to then the whole country. The first
thing is does is capture Jerusalem and make it the national
capital. He then transports the tabernacle to the capital.

He is a very successful and for the first time every secures the
land that was promised to Abraham.

He asks God if he can build a temple to replace the
tabernacle. But God has different ideas and says no. The
passage is a play on words. House can mean “home” , can
“temple” , or “dynasty”. So God says no, you can’t build a
house for me but | will give you a dynasty. 2 Sam 7:11-16. So
David is told his son will build the temple but he will be given
an everlasting dynasty. This was the royal grant to a faithful
servant.

Now how could this be? It is technically possible. The
longest continuous dynasty in world is the Japanese one from
660 BC. But it is now ceremonial. But we know that
David’s dynasty over the whole land only 80 years and in the
southern portion just 400 years. But this is where the
Israelite hope for a messiah - an anointed one —comes
from. Remember when Jesus introduces himself Luke
4:18 , quoting Isaiah, “ The Spirit has anointed me....” The
hope of Israel is that one would come, from the line of David,
and be a king for Irael.  This was their hope. A king like
David would be raised up.

It is important to see in this covenant to David though that
the terms of the original covenant have not changed. Vs 2
Sam 7:14. If David’s descendants stray from the stipulations
of the covenant, they will be disciplined by means of a
foreign power. But even if this happens, the promise of a
future king remains.  So nothing has changed.  The
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solution to oppression from enemies is not a king and an
army. Itisareturnto the covenant.

Eventually David dies and the king passes to his son Solomon,
who is very successful  The economy booms, there is
peace inthe land, and he expands the government.

Very briefly Isreal is a world power. He does some massive
building projects, one of which is the temple, the most
elaborate and ornate temple of its time. But eventually
Solomon is consumed by his own success. He breaks all the
rules set out in Duet. for kings. He amasses huge wealth.
He builds a massive army. And he marries thousands of
wives, inorder to gain political and international alliances.
His trust is no longer in God.

God eventually tells him he will lose it all. The ten northern
tribes end up being ruled by Jeroboam. And there is a civil
war between the north and the south. This civil war had
been in the making for quite some time. Solomon had all
these building projects on the go and so to make them
happen, he taxed the northern tribes and forced labour from
them. Solomon was from the south, Judah, and they got
preferential treatment. So there was a resentment built up.
After Solomon died his son Rehoboam was approached by
the northern tribes, asking for relief. His older advisors said
this would be wise to do, because he could win their loyalty
back. Butthen he ask his mates, who gave him the opposite
advice. They said “You need to show you are tough. Double
the taxaion and prove you are the man.”  Guess which
advice he took?  And so the northern tribes rebelled.  We
end up with the southern kingdom Judah and the northern
kingdom confusingly called Isreal.

So from a political ruling point of view the country was split
intwo. The probem was Jerusalem was the centre of
worship but was in the south. Jeroboam worried about the
fact that 3 times a year, everyone would have to go down
there and they might be won over to the south. Remember
worship revolved around the festivals and temple sacrifices.

So Jeroboam set up an alternative worship system. He made
two golden calves and said this was the God who had bought
them out of Egypt.  Not only are calves are alternative but
calves are the symbol of the god of Baal, which is what the
neighbouring countries worshiped.  So Jeroboam is
claiming that the God of the covenant is actually Baal.

So soon God brings about the covenant curse and the
northern tribes are carried off into exile by the Assyrian
empire in 722 BC. These tribes are lost forever. They
disappear from history. This has caused all kinds of theories
There is even one that some early NZ missionaries thought
the Maori were one of the lost tribes. It is not clear how
much of the population was deported. Samaria, to the
north of Israel that we read of in the NT was definitely
settled by some of these tribes. This is why the Jews hated
them as they had an unpure religion.

Southern Isreal, Judah had a succession of kings. Some were
good and bring about a mini revival for a time. But
eventually this all goes to custard as well ~ There is a longing
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for a king in the line of David who will come and speak up for
those who are voiceless and defeat the enemies, and bring a
time of peace and prosperity again. After years of warning by
the prophets, the covenant curse is again enacted and the
people are swept away by the now all conquering
Babylonians. The temple is destroyed and the dream is in
tatters. A broken people, broken presence, broken place

But even in this incredibly dark place, the prophets keep
bringing hope. Isaiah 9:1-7

Summary. We see the recovery of a people —the offspring
of Abraham. We have the recovery of a place with the land
promised to Abraham. We have the presence of God, in the
temple in Jerusalem.  Now has been added the figure of a
king who is a type , forerunner of what is to come inJesus:
an anointed one will lead the people in obedience and
restore the kingdom, as David did. So we close with a

broken people yearning for a champion, a king in the line of
David, who will rescue his people.

Take home lessons

When looking for leaders, look at the heart, not outward
appearance. We are so easily sucked in by charm, charisma.
There are many false teachers and leaders in the church and
internet today, most of whom are charming, and convincing.
(Same with our politicians) . What set David apart was his
heart for God.

God had been setting the stage for Jesus thousands of years
before he actually came. Jesus did not sort of just appear.
God had been preparing the way which gives us confidence in
the future. If God can orchestrate events and kings and
prophets and leaders over centuries he will fulfil his promises
for the future.

The human heart has not changed. InJudges the people
decided what was right and wrong. In the history of Irael,
whenever things went well, people turned away from God.
( Need to be really careful here. If bad things happened to
Isreal, it meant God was judging them as per the covenant.
That is not the same for us. If bad stuff happens, we must
not apply Old Covenant thinking. If good stuff happens
doesn’t mean God is specifically blessing either)

The key lesson is that when things go well for us, we tend to
forget about God and rely on our own strength. Most of us
led relatively comfortable lives; no persecution, food on
the table, no threat of war. So we cruise by and don’t love
God with our whole heart and soul and mind and strength.
We focus on ourselves and not others. We don’t have to
rely on God. Our hearts can so easily grow cold.  Return to
your first love Jesus said to the church at Ephesus. You are
neither hot nor cold he said to the church in Laodicea. .

We can read the stories of Isreal and think “ well we are not
like that.” But actually often we are just the same. ~ WE
need to examine our hearts afresh.  Have you drifted away
from God?
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Download or listen to this message at:
www.icbc.org.nz

REFLECTION + DISCUSSION

Share a time when you have been taken in my
someone’s charisma only to find that it was hiding
major flaws. Do you find yourself judging people
superficially?

What things about a person’s heart does God consider
the most important? How can we more accurately
discern a person’s character?

What is your reaction as you look at all that is
happening in the world at the moment? How can this
Old Testament overview give you confidence about the
future? What promises and prophecies about the
future are still to be fulfilled?

What is the problem/ danger with attributing good
things to God’s blessing and bad things to God’s
disapproval?

How do you see the cycle of the people of Israel (things
go well, then drift away, until crisis pulls us back)
mirrored in your own life?  In the life of a church?

What lessons can we learn from Israel’s experience?
How do we avoid this cycle?
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