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3 NON GUILT INDUCING MESSAGES ABOUT E (THAT WORD THAT CANNOT BE MENTIONED)

From our Old Testament series we saw that God’s plan was
to restore a people in a place enjoying his presence.

There were hints right from the beginning that God’s plan
was wider than just for the Israelites. God’s intention was
for the whole of humanity to be called home. When we get
to the New Covenant, this becomes so much clearer.

The amazing this about this plan of God’s is that he invites us
to be part of it. Romans 10:14-15. While the disciples were
expecting a political kingdom, Jesus instructions were quite
different; “go to the world. ” Act 1:8. But as we read the
book of Acts, we discover the disciples did not do this. The
only thing that caused the Christian message to spread was
persecution. Acts 8:1-4.

There are 3 things that pastors can talk about make people
feel guilty. 1. Sex. 2.Prayer. 3. Evangelism.

Over my life time there have been 3 cultural phases in terms
of evangelism. 1950-2000 Basically society was
Christianised. The church was seen as a positive influence
in the community. Many people had some basic
understanding of the gospel. Even if they were not
believers, they would have known people who were
believers. Billy Graham came and gave a 20 minutes gospel
talk and 1000’s responded. But doesn’t work anymore.

Then came 2000 -2025. People had some residual idea
about the gospel. But they also held blocker beliefs that
kept them from coming to faith. They might occasionally
have been to a church service.  Easter or Christmas.

But now we have a situation where people have no idea who
Jesus is, what the gospel is. It is of no relevance to them.
The church is seen as a patriarchal institution that has done
great harm to many. They will not have a single Christian
friend. Evangelism is seen as offensive, inappropriate and
insensitive.  And because of this talking to people about
Jesus just feels weird and clunky and awkward.  We don't
wany to offend our family and friends and be accused of
being intolerant so we just avoid this altogether.

The thing about making people feel guilty is it is not a very
good motivator. It just makes us feel guilty.  So for the
next 3 weeks | want to talk about “talking about Jesus”
without making you feel guilty. We are going to talk about
trying to communicating God’s plan for the world that we
spent the last 9 weeks unpacking.

Timothy Keller, well known American pastor once said that
evangelism is like Elijah building the altar on Mt Carmel. 1
Kings 18.  If you don’t know the story, Elijah was a
prophet, at a time when many had turned their backs on
God. He gathered all the priests of Baal, and challenged
them to prove that Baal was real.  The Baal prophets tried
to get fire to fall on their altar but nothing happened. Then
Elijah built an altar and God’s fire consumed it. It is the

same with evangelism. It is only the spirit of God that can
convict a person. Only God can send the fire. But as Keller
points out. Elijah still had to build the alter. ~ We have a
part to play in evangelism.  The gospel belongs to God.
But he chooses to use us to tell it, with our words, our
personalities, our relationships , our emotions, our stories.
Paul says Rom 16:25 the gospel is my good news.

Let me you two stories. From a book by Sam Chan How
to talk about Jesus.

Last night Ros and | were watching TV when a UFO landed in
our back yard. A little green man got out and invited us into
his UFO So Ros and | went inside. The UFO took us to
Jupiter. We meet the little green man’s friends and family
and had a meal together.  Afterwards we got back into the
UFO and travelled back to planet earth. And we must have
travelled through a time portal because only one second of
earth time had gone by. Do you believe me? No.

Let me tell you a second story. About 2000 years ago, God
sent us his son Jesus. He was born of a virgin. And he was
100% God and 100% human at the same time. When he
walked on earth, he did amazing things- like raise a dead girl
back to life, give sight to a man born blind, turn jugs of water
into wine, and feed five thousand people with a few loaves
of bread and fish. But more than that, he died on a cross.
Three days later, he rose from the dead.  His Spirit lives in
us right now. But more than that, Jesus ascended into
heaven, where is right now. And if you believe this, God will
wash away all your sin, guilt and shame.  And when you die,
your soul will rise to be with Jesus in heaven. One day, Jesus
will come again, and set up a physical kingdom here on earth.
And when that happens, your body will rise from its grave
and be united with your soul

Do you believe this story? Well to many people this story
about Jesus sounds as unbelievable as the UFO story. We
know the story is true, but we are hesitant to tell others
because we think they might find the story unbelievable.

So why are we happy to believe the story about Jesus but not
the one about the little green men? Well sociologists would
say it is because of a thing called plausibility structures.

We all have plausibility structures that help us determine is a
story is believable or unbelievable.

When | said little green men, and Jupiter and time portal,
your plausibility structures we all screaming. Unbelievable.
Not true . Why? 3 sources of plausibility structures.

1. Community 2. Experiences 3. Facts, evidence

Most of us do not belong to a community that believes in
UFO’s. Most of us have never had a personal encounter
with a UFO or believe that is any facts or evidence to support
my UFO story. So that is why you think it is unbelievable.
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But when it comes to the second story most of you do
belong to a community that believes in Jesus. Most of you
have had some personal experience of Jesus in your life.
And most of you believe there is evidence to support the
story about Jesus. That is why you judge the story as true.

Of the 3 which do you think is the most powerful influence on
your plausibility structure? Actually community ie family
and friends has been shown to be the most powerful in
determining belief and how we interpret experience And
in how we interpret facts and data.

In 2016 the United Kingdom held a referendum to vote on
Brexit. In the end 52 % voted for and 48% voted against.
Most of the experts concluded that despite all debates very
few people changed their minds. Whatever way they were
going to vote before the debates was the way they voted
after the debates.  And the views of family and friends was
the key determiner.

Now if | told ’ the UFO story here, and half of the people in
this room many of whom you know said. Hey, that
happened to me too, then you might take my story seriously.

Paul says in 1 cor 15:5-8 that when Jesus rose from the dead,
he appeared to Peter and then to the 12 and then to more
than 500 brothers and sisters, most of whom are still living.
Then he appears to James, then all the apostles and last of
all to me. Paul says this because his testimony is far more
believable if 500 other people, people you know and trust,
also saw Jesus alive

Now the believability of a story is not the same as how true it
is. Jesus has risen from the dead whether you and
someone else finds it believable or not. But it is hard to
believe a story if no one else in your community believes it.

How is this relevant. We tend to think of evangelism as
something we do on our own.  But if we are the only one
in the club or work place or neighbourhood who believes the
story, we are the odd one out. No matter how much
evidence we produce, , how powerful our testimony no
matter how true the story, it remains unbelievable.

So people have to meet more than just you in order to be
convinced about the story of Jesus. They need to be part of
wider community. Story of the Car Club.

Again sociologists say that humans need 3 levels of
community. Tribe of 150 Network of 30 and an inner circle
of five. Most people in todays fractured world do not have
this. Australian study said. 60% people lonely often
because we have moved lots and don’t have these networks.

Sam Chan says in his book that what we need to do is to
merge our universes. We have our work friends, church
friends, club friends. But they are separate universes.

Somehow we need to find ways to bring them together.

One of the comments has been made that as Christians we
often end up in a bubble with only Christiaan friends. But
equally many who are not Christians do not have a single
Christian friend.  But if you are the single Christian friend,
somehow you need to bring them into a wider network of
Christians for them to begin to consider the story of Jesus.

You might have heard that in days gone by people believed
first, then joined the church and learnt how to behave. Now
people will first find belonging with Christians.  Then they
start changing their behaviour. Eventually come to belief.

1 Thess 1:4-10 Note Paul does not say You know how |
lived among you. He says we. It was a community of
believers who lived among the pre believing Thessalonians.
Evangelism is more than me just going out by myself and
telling my friends about Jesus. It is something we have to
do as a team, a community. Nathan Campell, an Australian
pastor and blogger came up with this statement. Evangelism
in a sceptical world is basically a team game.

| wonder if this would be something that homegroups
should think about.  Could you do some events where you
merge some of your universes | wonder how you could
connect some of your non Christian friends with your
Christian friends. So that they got to know more than just
one Christian? | wonder if Serve the City this year is an
opportunity to invite a non Christian friend to.

In order to be able to share our faith effectively, most people
are going to have to have positive connections with 5-6
Christians over a period of time in order for them to consider
the story we have to tell of God’s incredible plan for this
world.
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REFLECTION + DISCUSSION

Discuss the idea the talking about evangelism makes
Christians guilty but guilt is not a good motivator. Are these
two thoughts true?

What is the biggest obstacle for you to share your faith?

By what means did you come to faith? What was the typical
means of evangelism used when you were growing up. Why
might that be effective today?

Does the idea of “plausibility structures” ring true? With
community being the key determiner?

How many “universes” do you have? le people you know in
certain separate contexts?

What could your group do to merge some of the universes?

Could you use Serve our City as a means of connecting
universes?

Pray for simple ways to follow through on this teaching.
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