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     MAKING SENSE OF  THE OLD TESTAMENT PT 9 

 

Technically we have finished our series on the  Old 

Testament.     We have spent 8 weeks, looking at 3 key 

geographical areas;   Egypt, Canaan and Mesopotamia.      

And looking a 5 key Biblical characters;   Adam, Noah, 

Abraham, Moses and David. And we seen that the key 

organizational structure of the OT is covenants between God 

and our 5 characters 

Adam.     The covenant promised place, presence to Adam 

and  his descendants.     People, place and presence were 

God’s original intention.  There was one condition; obey one 

command.   We know this went very wrong.   Adam and Eve 

were removed from the Eden, and lost the presence of God. 

Noah.    After flood  there was a  new covenant.   Noah and 

his family were given mandate over the world.  God promises 

to never destroy it. But the covenant is now in a fallen 

creation.    

Abraham.    This type of covenant gives him descendants, and 

land.       

Moses.  The covenant  creates a people,  land,  and presence 

with tabernacle.    They would be blessed as nation if they 

kept the covenant.  If they did not the nation would be 

oppressed by foreigners.     Isreal kept abandoning the Law, 

finding themselves oppressed and kept thinking that if they 

had a strong military leader, it would fix all their problems.    

David.    In this royal grant covenant David would have an 

everlasting dynasty.    But the conditions of the Mosaic 

covenant still stand.  If the people turn away from God they 

will lose the land and be oppressed by foreign nations. 

We ended last week on a depressing note.   The nation of 

Isreal, God’s people, had split into two after a civil war.    The 

northern part called Isreal had set up a totally different 

worship system.   They ended up taken over by Assyria,  and 

taken into exile and these tribes are lost forever 

Over three hundred years later,  the southern portion, Judah 

suffered the same fate.   They had a succession of kings, in 

the line of David.  Some were good but many were not. In the 

end the Babylonians invaded, destroyed Solomon’s temple, 

and carted the people off .    So the people lost the presence 

of God, and their place. The only thing they had to hang on to 

were the words of the prophets that a king in the line of 

David would come and rescued them.    

But that is not quite the end of the Old Testament.   In Oct 30   

539BC Cyrus the Great entered the city of Babylon and ended 

the Babylonian Empire.    What Cyrus did next was 

unprecedented.    He told the Jewish captives that if they 

wished they could go home. This is what Isaiah, and Jeremiah 

and Ezekiel had all prophesied. The reaction was one of 

disbelief.    Read Ps 126:1-2 

Three different groups made the trip back.   It was a  1448 km  

trip that took 4 months.  Many choose not to go.  But those 

that did faced what seemed like an impossible task of 

rebuilding their community. They were lead by Zerubbabel, 

then Ezra and the Nehemiah.       They rebuilt the walls of 

Jerusalem and built a new temple.   The new temple was that 

pathetic compared to the old one that the older folk who 

remembered Solomon’s temple actually wept when they saw 

it.  But while they were able to return they never became a 

sovereign nation again but were a province of Persia, then 

Greece, then Rome.  It is from this point the people became 

known as Jews. (i.e. From Judah.)   The promises to  Abraham 

of land, and  to David about a dynasty  were long gone.  They 

also no longer spoke Hebrew, but instead spoke Aramaic.   

Worship while they had been in exile had also changed.   

Because they didn’t have a temple in Babylon, they had 

developed synagogue worship where the Torah was taught.       

There was a lot of emphasis on dietary laws, keeping the 

Sabbath and  only marrying Jews.   These things set them 

apart while they were in exile and now as part of other 

empires.   This is the emergence of what we would call 

Judaism. 

If we ended here it would be like not finishing the story.    

There was hope.  Despite all of these changes the people 

hung on to one promise: that God would send a Mesiah, an 

anointed one, in the line of David.    He would rule in power 

and overthrow the oppressor, reunite the country and 

restore national sovereignty.       He would bring back the 

golden days or prosperity.     He would be the “prince of 

peace”  said Isaiah to a people who had witnessed the cruel 

brutality of the Assyrians.     So they waited for this deliverer.    

How would they know this person would be?  He would be in 

the line of David, identified by the prophets, a Nazarene, and 

anointed  publicly      That is the end of the OT.  For   400 

years we have nothing.     So what happens when get to first 

book of the NT?    

Matthew starts with a genealogy.   Any author will tell you  

this is a terrible way to start a book. You want something that 

will catch their attention and draw them in.  But if you are a 

Jew, then this makes perfect sense. You are showing that 

Jesus is in the line of David.  Every Jew knew the Messiah had 

to be in the line of David.  In fact both Mary and Jospeh are 

from David’s line, so both legally and biologically  Jesus is 

from David’s line.    

Then we read that the last of the Mosaic prophets, John the 

Baptist identifies Jesus as the one and baptizes him.   Here 

we have the Old and the New colliding.   We have John in the 

line of the Old Testament prophets. publicly baptizing (new 

covenant) Jesus ,  who was from Nazareth  as the prophets 

had foretold and a  circumcised Jew   (as the Old Testament 

law demanded)  We see Jesus anointed with the Holy Spirit, 



 

no longer using oil as a symbol the Spriit, but with the Spriit 

descending onto Jesus.  Instead of the prophet declaring 

Jesus as king,   God himself does.   “This  is my son”   quoting 

the words of Ps 2 which  Jews saw as a messianic Psalm.  So it 

is very clear to any Jew   - Jesus is the one they have been 

wating for over 500 years.   Can you imagine the excitement?     

But the new revelation was the this coming king would be 

more than just a man. He is God in the flesh.  God presencing 

himself  ,  tabernacling with his people.     Jesus who is the 

descendant of Adam, Noah, Abrahim and David  is the last 

Adam who will defeat death and give birth to a new line of 

the people of God.     Gen 3:15 hints at this rescue plan:  A 

descendant of Adam and Eve will crush the enemy.     Read 

Colossians 1:15-20  

Hebrews tell us Jesus is prophet, priest, and king.    The 

prophet who tells people God’s will, the priest  who offers 

sacrifices for us and  intercedes for us to God and king, ruling 

over all.   

He is the last Adam   who defeat the curse of Eden.  He is the 
second Noah, who bring salvation to people from judgment 
He is in the line of Abraham.  He is in the line of Moses, 
bringing us the new law from the mountain.  And the 
amazing thing to the Jews about the new covenant is that it 
was for the whole world.  This kingdom was far bigger than 
the Jews had ever anticipated. 

 
So for the disciples once they grasped who Jesus was, the Big 
question was where is the kingdom ?    Because for the Jews 
the kingdom meant that Abraham’s descendants would be 
free   from oppression.       The new king would be enthroned 
in Jerusalem. And they should have all their land. This is what 
they had believed for centuries.   And so they could not 
understand what Jesus was up to.  They could see he was the 
Messiah but he was not behaving as they thought.  Even after 
he died and rose again, they were asking about the kingdom. 

 
You have to remember the disciples were like youth group 
age.   And they had bought into a dream that Jesus seemed 
to be offering.   They were young and impressionable  and 
they wanted to unseat the bad guys and be part of the 
revolution.  In Matthew 13 Jesus  starts to spell out what the 
kingdom will be like 

 
He says;   Well,  it is like a guy who sowed a wheat field.       
Then his neighbor who didn’t like him sowed a whole lot of 
weed seeds in the crop.  A few months later up pops the 
wheat but with it was a whole lot of weeds.   The man’s 
workers can’t believe it and ask the farmer how this could 
have happened.   The farmer says “I know what has 
happened.  I have been sabotaged by that guy who hates 
me.”     The worker says.  “ Well do you want us to pull out all 
the weeds?”.   “No,” says the farmer.    “ The wheat is to 
entangled with the weeds.   You will never do it without 
damaging the crop.     We will wait till harvest when it will be 
much easier to separate them.   Then we will get rid of the 
weeds and harvest the wheat.” 
 
This would have totally confused the disciples. Then Jesus 
says   “Well,  the kingdom is like planting a mustard seed.    
It’s a really small seed yet it grows into a six metre bush.”  

Then he says the kingdom is like the yeast a  woman baking 
bread would put in the flour.     That last story would have 
particularly grated given how women at the time were 
viewed.   These young men were waiting for powerful 
political kingdom that  would be very clear.       

 
Jesus is saying; Actually my kingdom will not be clear.  It will 
be hard to tell at times what and who is part of my kingdom 
and what who  is what is not.   The kingdom will grow 
alongside the work of the enemy.  Side by side. It will not 
come suddenly at all.  It will start for small and insignificant.  
And actually the kingdom will be like yeast , that is hidden 
but influences all that is in contact with.   This is the 
theological principle  of “already but not yet.” The kingdom is 
here but it is not fully here. 

 
It is now over 2000 years since Jesus came.     A small group 
of believers in an obscure part of the Roman Empire have 
now in spread the presence of God to every corner of the 
globe.    The early church, just after Pentecost was  .1% of the 
world population.  Barely a mustard seed.   Now Christianity 
is 28% of world’s population.   It is the largest and the most 
widespread religion in the world.     Now a massive plant, 
with branches going everywhere.  From 500 followers to now 
the most influential force on earth.   Not through military 
force.   Not through political force.   But by service.     By 
helping the least.  By speaking up for the oppressed.        By 
love.       Christianity has done more to change the world for 
the better than anything else.     That is the kingdom of God 
at work.    

 
The new covenant has began.    God has invaded this world  
and every man, woman and child has been invited home.          
God is at work in people’s hearts.   God is at work in the 
wider world through the influence of believers.   But the 
kingdom is not fully here.    Evil still flourishes.   Sickness is 
still real.  We still experience death, even though it is no the 
end.  This strategy of God is  hard to see.   But a day is coming 
when the kingdom will be revealed.  When Jesus returns he 
will return in glory. At that point he will separate out those 
who are part of the kingdom and those who are not. 

 
So what does this look like now?  The people of God are now 
redefined as anyone who believes  in Jesus  Christ.    The 
embrace of redemption is for all humanity, as it once was in 
Eden.  The place of God is also now redefined.     It is no 
longer the land of Canaan, but the whole earth.        Rev 21:1-
22:5   But  the earth at the moment is not recreated  so we 
are like Abraham.     We are like strangers in a foreign land 
but looking forward to the future.      Heb 11:8-10    Right now 
we are citizen of a different kingdom.   

   
The presence of God.   No longer is the presence of God 
restricted to a temple.    God came to earth to live with us.        
And now us believers and the church are entrusted with 
housing the Spirit of God.   Remember Pentecost with the 
wind and fire.    That is the same symbols as we read in 
Exodus 40  with the   tabernacle and  1 Kings 8 with the 
temple.    What God was trying to communicate to the early 
church is that the temple is no longer required.      The church 
has been entrusted and set apart with the presence of God.   
1 Cor 3:16, 6:19,  2 Corinthians 2:16 



 

Adam and Eve were driven from the presence of God.     The 
presence of God that was on Mt Siani in the thunder and 
storm and then guarded by the cherubim in the tabernacle 
and the holy of holies in the temple  now resides in us.  This is 
mind blowing.      And as God’s presence in the temple was a 
witness to everyone that God dwelt there, so the presence of 
God in us and the church is a witness to the world that God is 
present.     And now the presence of God no longer lives in 
one place, but is in an ever expanding community that is 
reaching into the farthest reaches of the world.    
 
What about the  “not yet?”  The people of God do not 
change.        The big change is that those who do not believe 
in Jesus will be separated.   Revelation  says the gates of the 
New Jerusalem will never be closed.  That is using symbolism 
to say that  there is no danger any more.    There is no one to 
keep out.     The place is restored:    the new heaven and the 
new earth.    All that humanity has destroyed by greed and 
sin will be restored.   Humanity will steward the earth as God 
intended.  The presence;  God will be fully present and in all 
his fullness will live with us.  Rev 21:3.22  

 
The Old Testament covers about  over 2000 years.    Probably 
a lot longer.   It is full of stories and detail that are hard to 
make sense of. Until you see the big picture.   Until you see 
the  trajectory of history.   Until you see the heart of God.       
To dwell with his people in a place that he created.   That is 
God’s heart.    And it has not changed.     And in those 2000 
plus years of the OT we see God’s rescue plan, a plan to 
redeem his people from the consequences of their own 
choices. We see this progression of covenants.  We see one  
step forward and then two steps back as consistently Israel 
walk away from the requirement of the covenant. 

 
Until Jesus comes and fulfills the covenants himself.      God 
knows that humans on their own can’t keep the covenant 
requirements despite God’s constant love. So God comes in 
the form of Jesus.   He fulfills the covenants and perfectly 
obeys the  Mosaic law.    He lays down his life for us. Invites 
us to come home.      All we have to do is recognize what 
Jesus has done.    He has taken the curse of the covenant,         
which was to be removed from the presence of God.   He has 
met all that is required of us,  himself, on our behalf.       He is 
perfect, so we can enjoy the presence of God.  Why can we 
only come to God through Jesus?  Why can’t we come some 
other way?  Because no other  way can do what Jesus has 
done.    

 
Some people ask:  Is the new covenant conditional?   Answer 
is argued about by the scholars.     Probably yes and no. It is 
unconditional in that God has called us to be his people.   
Given us a way to do that.      That love and his call to us be 
come home is unconditional.     We don’t deserve it.   We 
can’t earn it.  The conditional part is that we have to accept 
the invite.      Faith in Jesus will also result in change in how 
we act.     The presence of God will change us.    But God 
knows we will never be perfect and has dealt with our sin 
once and for all.   But  Jesus  also  said many will fall away 
because they have given up waiting for his return.     

 
Under the old covenant, there were key festivals to   remind  
the people of God.   The major one was the Passover where 
the Jews celebrated the Exodus.   Specifically they celebrated 

God sparing them from judgement by passing over the 
houses where the blood of a lamb had been smeared.    
Those festivals were for the Jews under the old covenant.   In 
the new covenant, we have just one thing that we are told to 
remember and celebrate; the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  That is what we do at   Communion.  God’s desire for 
a people that he could call his own  was so strong that he 
choose to pay the price for our rebellion with the death of 
Jesus.      

 
Communion is central because the work of the cross is so 
central.    This is the fulfillment of God’s plan worked out over 
1000’s of years.      To personalize this.    God so loves you , 
and so desires relationship with you, that he was willing to 
leave the comfort perfection of heaven to identify with your 
pain and struggle.   

 

Download or listen to this message at: 

www.icbc.org.nz 

 

RE FLE C T IO N +  D IS C US S IO N  

What is the one big thing you will take from this 9 week 

series? 

Brainstorm on thing are the same and what things are 

different from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant?  

What are some ways that Christians believe and act as if 

they are still in the old covenant?  

What things are relevant for us today from the parables of 

Matthew 13 about what the kingdom is like?  

How significant is communion for you?     Do you think it 
should be celebrated differently?  More frequently?  Less 
often?   
 
Paul says that the Holy Spirit is within us, but also in us 

collectively.   What are the implications of this?   

How will we  experience God differently when he returns?    

What might a new earth be like?   While there are no 

unbelievers in the world to come, will we still sin?    

How can the Holy Spirit be in us, and yet God is also 

everywhere?    Ps 139:7-12.   Do we take the Spirit of God 

with us to the ends of the earth, or is God’s Spirit already 

present?   

How should  the big picture of God’s plan impact how you 

live now?  
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