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ACTSCH 6 & 7

Acts 6 & 7 — Transformed by the Spirit

We all know the story of country mouse and town
mouse. Town mouse comes to visit his distant cousin,
and is horrified by the food & accommodations,
makes his disdain know Invites his cousin to visit him
in the big city - takes him up on his offer country
mouse is astounded by the wealth and opulence of
the town mousse accommodations, and the incredible
food - but whilst seeing all this - they hear a cat
coming, huddled in fear they wait for the cat to leave,
and while that happens the food is removed. Country
mouse discovers that the grass is not always greener!

So today | want to spend some time looking at how
the church responded to conflict - and how the Holy
Spirit transforms both the church and an incredible

leader

And we very much have a town mouse country mouse
situation here between the Hellenistic Jews & the

Hebraic Jews

These tensions existed way before Acts 6 - but now
we see them pop up in the church, a church that is
entirely Jewish.

Hellenistic Jews were generally seen by Hebraic Jews
as people who had betrayed their heritage, were not
proper Jews, having spent too much time hanging
about with gentiles - my gosh, they didn't even speak
Hebrew! And their services were conducted in Greek!
They had really embraced more of the Greek culture -
bit wealthier, bit flasher

Hebraic Jews were the country bumpkins to the
Hellenists - still stuck in the ancient ways, they
dressed funny, looked different, spoke a different
language - observed all the credulous traditions that
they had long given up on

Now this young church faces a modern problem,
conflict

It seems that there is an unequal distribution of food -
this community of people who 'held all things in
common' are struggling to be fair and this reaches the
ears of the twelve.

The '12' are the originals - they are the disciples that
walked with Christ, they lived alongside him - in the
future they'll be known as the apostles, and this
carries enormous weight in the early church
community - they were the handpicked disciples of
Jesus! The big boys - which is why when they get
together, they decide that it not them that should
'wait tables' - they have bigger business to attend to
the needs of

This is what | mean by early church admin, right? If
this blew up - there's a chance you or | won't be
sitting here 2000 years later?

In Acts 6:3, the phrase "men full of the Spirit" refers
to individuals who are deeply influenced and guided
by the Holy Spirit.

Spiritual Maturity: Being "full of the Spirit" suggests
a high level of spiritual maturity and growth. These
individuals have a close and relationship with God,
which is evident in their daily lives and decisions.

Godly Character: Individuals show the fruit of the
Spirit in there lives Galatians 5:22-23, love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. Their character and
behavior reflect the influence of the Holy Spirit.

Empowerment for Service: Being full of the Spirit
also means being empowered for service. The Holy
Spirit equips believers with the gifts and abilities
needed to serve the community effectively.

Faith and Devotion: These men demonstrate a strong
faith in God and a deep devotion to following His will.
Their lives are marked by obedience, prayer,
devotion, and a commitment to the teachings of
Jesus.
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Stephen - who we learn about in chapter 6 & 7
embodies this kind of leader - He's not someone
we've heard of before - but he will be remember
forever!

We know he's a Hellenistic Jew - we know mostly
because of his name; this is the town mouse right! All
flash & no bang - he dresses funny - he talks weird -
almost in a different language

But something happens to him - something changes
in him, someone transforms him from the inside out!
He goes from someone we've never heard of - to
someone who is actively engaged with the work of
the gospel

We can almost watch as we read the rest of his story
in Act 6 & 7 - chosen as a leader, he continues to
minister powerfully - he's whip smart, and able to
argue the case for Jesus with anyone. Because of this
he's arrested under false pretenses & brought up o
charges - and in Acts 7 we get to hear what the spirit
has empowered him to do. His message to those who
have arrested him —is to school them in the history of
Judaism!

And then you think he might end it with an altar call
right? Here’s an opportunity to change your ways?
Nope! Maybe even beg them for leniency — nope!

He concludes by saying - you stiff necked people,
you've always resisted the work of the spirit, and
you're still doing it now! You have a history - Stephen
says, of rejecting Gods messengers & failing to see
Gods plans - that you killed Jesus, is just a
continuation of the miserable pattern of history

The central theme of these early chapters of acts can
be summed up in the words 'transformed by the
spirit'

There's a boldness, a willingness to speak truth to
power. We see the thread of the spirit alive in this
early church - willingness to be transformed

We see that in the conflict with the Hellenistic Jew vs
Hebraic Jews

We see it in the life of Stephen

A community transformed, and life transformed.

The holy spirit is still transforming us - if we want to
see our community transformed - it starts here with
us as individuals. How can we be transformed by the
spirit?

1. Renewing of our Minds - changing our mind-set,
reflecting a Godly perspective. Scripture Reference:
Romans 12:2

The Holy Spirit renews our minds, helping us to think
in ways that align with God's truth. This involves
changing our perspectives, values, and attitudes to
reflect a godly worldview.

2. Producing the Fruit of the Spirit — our KPIs as
Christians? Scripture Reference: Galatians 5:22-23

The Holy Spirit produces godly characteristics in us,
such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

As we submit to the Holy Spirit's, these fruit become
more evident in our daily lives, reflecting Christ's
character.

3. Empowered to Serve - finding ways to actively give
of ourselves, and our gifting’s Scripture Reference:
Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

The Holy Spirit empowers believers with spiritual gifts
to serve the church and the world effectively. These
gifts are diverse and are given for the common good.

Identifying and using our spiritual gifts in ministry and
service is a vital part of being transformed and making
a difference in the community.
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REFLECTION + DISCUSSION

1. What would it look like if you were being
transformed by the Spirit?

2. What would it look like if our church
community was transformed by the spirit?

3. What would we boldly do that we're not
doing now? What would you be doing boldly
that you’re not doing now?

4. What do you think you need to focus on?
Renewing of your mind, producing fruit or
serving?
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