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ACTS 3

Ch 3. tells of a miraculous healing and then another
sermon by Peter.  This healing creates significant
opposition. From this moment on, every chapter bar
3 of Acts tells of persecution of the Christians.

Elephant in the room. We need to deal with the
elephant in the room. How come we see Jesus heal
people and healings in Acts, and yet we see so few
dramatic miraculously healings today? Some argue
that miracles and healings stopped with the apostles.
The problem with this theology is the evidence is just
too overwhelming.

WE have records of healings in the 2" 3 and 4t
centuries that suggest that miracles and healings were
on of the greatest factors in the rapid expanse of the
Christian faith.

Moving to today, the author of an article in the China
Christian Daily made the point that the primary
method of evangelism in China in the 19" century and
early 20™" century was miraculous healings. He tells the
story of his grandmother who was healed and then the
extended family coming to faith. The article goes on
to say that such healings are now quite rare compared
and most evangelism is by the testimony of believers.

In Africa, there are multiple stories that mirror what
we read in Acts. Interestingly the early missionaries
often did not believe in miracles. But when the
Africans started to read books like Acts themselves,
they began to practise what they read as they went
into new territories. n the Muslim world, in the last
30 years, there are many stories of people seeing
visions of Jesus and reporting miraculous healings

Craig Keener is a well respected Christian scholar. A
couple of ears ago he wrote a booked called Miracles
Today. It tells story after story of miracles. It is
carefully researched, and many times he was able to
talk personally to the eye witnesses, and doctors.

So don’t think it is possible to say with any credibility
that miraculous healing stopped with the apostles or
when the Bible was complied.

But it does not answer the question of why thre seems
a disconnect between what we read in the Bible and
what we experience today. John Piper in an article
makes a really good point. “ There were fewer miracles
in the Bible than you probably think, and more
miracles today than you probably know.”

He says we should not think that miracles were
happening all the time in the Bible. They are few and
far between in the Old Testament which is set over
1000’s of years. They tended to cluster around a few
individuals. Most of the time, the Old Testament
characters were living by faith in the promises God
made of his coming kingdom.

In the New Testament they are concentrated mainly
in Jesus and the apostles. Jesus miracles proved his
divinity and we can’t expect that to be repeated. The
apostles did some amazing miracles but they also got
sick and suffered terribly. Then Piper goes on to say.
“ If we could collect all the authentic stories all over
the world —we would be stunned. We would think we
were living in a world of miracles, which we are.”

Ultimately our faith is not based on miracles, which
even when they happen people in the West are
sceptical about.  Our faith is in the work of Jesus
Christ and the promise of the kingdom to come. We
live in a period of time where suffering is normal. But
sometimes, now and then, and particularly in seasons
of revival, God does miracles.  So why does God not
do it more?  Maybe due to our lack of faith and
expectancy in the West. We are very cynical and we
have seen false healer push people over and claim
healing when there is none. Our thinking is very
scientific and we struggle to accept anything other than
a “rational” explanation. But ultimately it is God who
decides when he intervenes into our physical world.

There is nothing wrong with seeking miracles for the
right reason. l.e. to confirm the gospel message: to
help others in need: to bring glory to God. But we
also have to see that God works both miraculously and
through his providence of doctors and medicine.

One writer said this. “ So many miracles happen about
the poor lowly and needy, because they are in no
illusions of their own greatness and are they are able to
accept the God is truly much greater and more
powerful than them. All our technology gives us a
false sense of greatness.” So the challenge for us is to
walk a line

# Boldly daring to ask God for the miraculous, esp for
those who are not believers.

# Repent of our unbelief and cynicism that constrains
what God can do.

# Knowing that most of the time we walk by faith in
the mindset of suffering and sickness and this is normal
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The Story. 3 observations

Peter and John looked at him intently. It would
have been easy to just keep walking. There would
have been beggars calling out all the time. So what
made this day different. Why did they stop? They
looked intently because they were listening to the
prompts of God. They did not heal every sick person,
But something prompted them to stop.

They noticed him, maybe for the first time. They
saw past the outward appearance. | wonder how
often God is prompting us to look intently. To notice
someone around us who is desperate, and hurting. |
am not good at noticing. | would be thinking about
being late to the prayer meeting. Many of us are very
task orientated

But I'll give you what | have. They did not have any
money on them. What did they have? They had this
confidence that God wanted to heal this man. | think
for most of us we don’t have the kind of confidence to
say to someone who can’t walk what they did. |think
many of us in theory believe God could heal someone
but are not at all confident that God will.

So what do we have?  We might have the ability to
practically help someone in need.  We all have the
ability to show love and compassion to someone. And
to listen.  We all have the ability to pray for someone
who is sick. We might not have the confidence that
Peter had. But healings seems to happen more often
in situations with those who don’t believe. They are a
sign to those who are not believers. We all have the
gospel message within us that we could share.

So theissueis: Are we willing to give what we do
have?  We are often too scared to pray for someone
who is sick that they be healed or to share the amazing
good news that we have. We are often too busy with
our own stuff to show love to someone who needs it.
What is stopping us from giving what we have.

Peter saw his opportunity. The healing created an
opportunity to share about Jesus Christ and Peter ran
with it. He makes sure people understand this is not
something he has done.  He does not pussy foot

about. Hesays. Well actually you killed Jesus. Ouch.

But we know that God raised him to life. They gave
testimony to what they knew to be true. | wonder if
we see opportunities to share our faith but fail to take
them. Maybe we are just too scared to say anything.
Maybe we don’t know what to say

What does Peter say later in his letter. “ Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you
to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do
this with gentleness and respect “ 1 Peter 3:15 To be
prepared means we have done some preparation.

So 4 things from this passage

1. We have to deal with the elephant in the
room.

2. Do we notice those around us who are
hurting, searching. Can we slow down enough
to notice

3.  Are we willing to give to others what we
have? A prayer for healing, The gospel
message, A gift of listening, Practical help

4. Will we take the opportunity to share our
faith? Or is fear cripplingly us from telling
others the incredible hope we have. Your
testimony is one of the most powerful things
you have.
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REFLECTION + DISCUSSION

Discuss where you stand on miraculous healings today.
What has bought you to this point?

Talk about the 3 conclusions at the end of the Elephant
in the Room section. Do you agree with them? Which
is a challenge for you?

Are you a people person or a task person? If you are a
task focussed person, how can you slow down enough
to notice those around you?

Have you ever prayed for someone for healing who was
not a Christian? What happened?

Are you good at taking opportunities to have faith
conversations? How could you get more confident?
How could you help each other as a group to grow in
this?

Pray for opportunities this week to notice, give and
share with someone who is not a Christian.

CENTRAL BAPTIST


http://www.icbc.org.nz/

