12.02.2023 Bronwyn, Jeremy and Lizzie

OUR PRIORITIES -PART ONE

Cultivate Authentic Faith

At Central Baptist we have 5 Priorities which we are
going to be outlining both this week and next. The first
of these is Cultivate Authentic Faith.

To cultivate means to take steps to grow something, it
isn’t a stagnant thing that never develops or just
happens by itself, it needs work and effort put into it —
therefore we want to be on a journey developing our
faith.

» We seek to have people take steps towards
growing a faith that is real, that in tough times
or in the face of questions, it is deeply rooted
and strong

So what does authentic faith look like?

» Authentic faith allows doubts and questions to
be expressed; a space for wonder and
curiosity — we don’t ignore or get rid of these
tough questions, we need to be ok with not
having all the answers. Authentic faith allows
space to grapple with the hard bits

» Authentic faith allows fear and anger and grief
to be expressed and not hidden away; we
want to create communities at Central Baptist
where we can be real with each other, journey
together and express our emotions and
questions without judgement

» Authentic faith acknowledges the reality of
things and doesn’t gloss over hard areas

» Cultivating Authentic Faith is done through
building community, getting to know one
another so we feel safe to chat about
guestions or struggles we might be having

» Authentic Faith is teaching Biblical truth in a
world where truth doesn’t always sit well with
our society

» We offer space on Sunday mornings both
downstairs and upstairs with the children not
to just be about listening, but to engage in
worship, space to spend time quietly with
God, time to chat and explore ideas together,

to pray and encourage you in your daily walk
with God

Part of Cultivating Authentic Faith is building a
community where we can be real with each other and
don’t need to put on a fake face — we have 2
opportunities coming up to do that:

- The Big Day out; where we can continue
to build our community outside what
might our usual “group”

- Our church-wide “Love One Another”
series where children and youth
ministries, small groups and Sunday
mornings will be journeying together as
we cultivate authentic faith, seeking
Biblical truths and wondering and
exploring together

Questions/Discussion

e  Brainstorm what you think are characteristics
of authentic faith?

e  What are some things that create unauthentic
faith?

Build Great Community

We have all been created for relationship -with God
and with others.

Read: 1 John 4:19-21

This priority is an essential part of being the church
God has called us to create. It requires us to go much
deeper than just being nice to each other. The type of
community that God calls us to challenges us to do
relationships on a much deeper level. Practical
examples: google love one another’s found in scripture.

Church leaders can provide opportunities to build great
community, but it won’t happen unless each of us
decide to make it our own priority. It means choosing
to be real, to trust and also have the hard
conversations with each other when we are hurt. It
looks like choosing forgiveness towards each other,
leaning into relationships instead of building our walls
of self-protection.
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We have not arrived at the great community
destination, but we are on our way towards that goal.
It takes each of us owning it for ourselves and asking
what our role to play is in helping us be the best
community we can be. A community that loves God
and loves others.

e What did you think about the list of ways
Lizzie suggested build community? What
would you add?

e How can you encourage people on the edges
of our community to engage at a deeper
level?

Develop Missional Capacity

Unpack this quote: “Every Christian is either a
missionary or an imposter.” -Charles Spurgeon

What do you think about the quote: “You [Christians]
are really good at keeping a secret.” -Almost an Angel

God has not saved us and then asked it to be kept a
secret from the world. In fact, he did the exact
opposite -he has invited us to join him in his mission to
go into all the world with this message of salvation.

God’s heart for the lost . . .Luke 15 Lost sheep, lost
coin and lost son.

We don’t have time to delve deeper into each of those
stories today, but it reminds us of God’s mission for all
humanity. We, all like sheep have gone astray. We
have all turned to our own way (lsaiah 53:6). Those of
us who have realized our own lostness have turned to
Christ have been found. Because of God’s great desire
for relationship, he then invites the found to join Him
in seeking the lost.

3 key places of mission we have:
e Location (home and community)
e Vocation (School, work)
e Recreation (hobbies)

A great opportunity: Alpha -Happening in May

Pray about who you will invite. There will also be
opportunities to serve to make Alpha happen.

Questions/Discussion

e How confident are you to be able to explain
“this hope within us” 1 Peter 3:15

e How can we create an evangelistic culture at
Central?

Serve the City

Ephesians 1:9-10 He thought of everything, provided
for everything we could possibly need, letting us in on
the plans he took such delight in making. He set it all
out before us in Christ, a long-range plan in which
everything would be brought together and summed up
in him, everything in deepest heaven, everything on
planet earth.

Reconciliation is a big word - do you ever fight with
people? Course not! I'm an extrovert - I'm energised by
people - but when | have conflicts, its enormously
draining for me - restoring those relationships provide
this almost palpable relief - genuine excitement - |
imagine that God

The whole of scripture is about reconciliation - of God
restoring a relationship between himself & humanity
At the centre of this incredible plan is Jesus - whose life
& death - make the way for all of humanity to be able
to know God, to have a relationship with God. So, In a
very real sense, God is - even right now, restoring the
world to rights, through Jesus - right now!

For most of us - we're not at war with the world
around us, we're probably not fighting with God, or to
many other people around us? We're good people!

So what does this 'reconciliation’ thing have to do with
me? What has reconciliation got to do with anything |
do as a Christian? What does it have to do with our
values as a church?

One of the greatest privileges of being a Christian &
being part of a church family is to be able to be a part -
a very small part - of Gods reconciliation plan for the
world.

When we serve our city - we're participating in God
reconciliation plan for Invercargill - by stepping out
beyond these walls, and participating in community
work, sharing our faith, demonstrating the life and
freedom found in Jesus - we participate in this great big
plan that God has for restoring all of humanity to
himself.
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We have been placed in this city - not by accident - but

because God has placed us here - and his heart is to

see this city restored - and we are quite literally his

hands and feet in restoring the world - don't worry, www.ichc.org.nz
sure we can get it done by lunch time!

That's why Keith, as well as a staff and eldership - place
such a big emphasis on serving - not just one another -
but those in our community. Of stepping outside of
these 4 walls - and finding ways to be a practical
resource to our community - that needs to know Jesus
message of hope!

e That's why Keith is so invested in church unity
across the city, its why Lizzie & | place such a
big emphasis on working alongside other
youth pastors in the city - committed to
supporting one another, praying for each
other, and for God to move in this city!

e Why we plan an entire day where we literally
'serve the city', with projects that bless our
local community (spreading bark on play
grounds, planting trees, clean up gardens) this
has a physical impact on our city &
demonstrates God grace and love for
everyone

e Why we invest in 24-7YW, and are committed
to supporting students at JHC, it why | do
sports chaplaincy at SBHS

e  Why we bring morning teas to the heroes of
our small community; the children's ministry
provides teas for fire fighters and policemen
and nurses and doctors

e The Hub project - designed to have an
outward facing building

Every time we do this - we do it in the name of Jesus,
we are participating in his plan to reconcile the world
to himself.

Questions/Discussion

e What is the difference between say the service
of a Rotary Club and the service of a church in
relation to the city?

What are some community organisations that
require volunteers that while not Christian,
have a strong overlap with the mission of the
church?
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