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CALL MY PEOPLE TO BE FAITHFUL PT 1

Call my people to be faithful. This is what | sensed God say
while | was on retreat. So for the next two weeks | want to
talk about faithfulness.  To be faithful means to be faithful
reliable, steadfast, true, dependable. So|looked at
almost every reference | could find in the New Testament
which encourages us to be faithful and found 10 key things
that God calls us to be faithful to. Look 5 this week and 5
next week.

But we can’t start looking at the call to faithfulness without
starting with the faithfulness of God. We are called to
faithfulness and this is a reflection of the fact that God is
faithful. It is one of the core descriptions of God. What is
God faithful to?

Faithful to forgive us. 1John 1:9 When we come in
humility, repentance and confess our sins he is faithful to
forgive us. Thatis, heisreliable.  It’s not like the old car
that starts some days and doesn’t the next day. Three other
passages talk of God being faithful to keep us blameless 1
Cor 1:8, 1 Thess 5:23-24, Heb 10:13. The crossis a
permanent cleanser for sin. It does not wear off. It does
not need to be repeated. Jesus death was once for all time.
God is faithful to us in cleansing us from sin.

Faithful in protecting us from the evil one. 2 Thess 3:3 This
does not mean we are protected from all evil or bad stuff
happening to us. The promise here is that in tough times, evil
does not need to overwhelm us. God is at work and
watching over our lives. God is pushing back the forces of
evil. God will give us the internal strength in the face of
opposition. God is faithful in his care of his children.

Faithful to help us when we are tempted. 1 Cor 10:13 We
all have areas that are a struggle. But actually, God is faithful
and will not allow us to be tempted beyond what we can
stand. Thisis anincredible promise. It’s not inevitable that
we succumb to temptations. God will show us a way through
it. Many Christians have memorized this verse as a
reminder that sin is not irresistible and as we turn to God
he will show us how to resist and flee temptation.

Faithful despite our unfaithfulness. 2 Tim 2:11-13 God'’s
faithfulness is not dependent on ours. Which is just as well,
because let’s face it we are not faithful to God. We run hot
and cold.  So, when God calls us to faithfulness he is calling
us to be like him. Here are the first 5 things we are called to
be faithful to in no particular order.

1. We are called to be faithful to the gospel

2Timothy 3:14 .1 John 2:24 Repeatedly in the NT the call
is to be faithful to the teaching they had received. There
were a lot of false teachers around at the time. Jesus said
that false teaching would be a characteristic of this age.
There is a lot of false teaching today on the internet and in
churches. It is often focussed on us. l.e. “God wants the
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very best for you.” “God wants you to know health and
wealth” “If you are loving and good person it does not matter
what you believe.” “You need to believe and do this and this
in order to be saved”. “You can earn God’s love and favour
by following these rules.” “You have what you need within
you. Find your true self ““The gospel is social action. “

The false gospel is very subtle. It can often contain much
truth. Butitis a distortion. Unfortunately, many Christians
today are biblically illiterate. And so, it someone who is
eloquent comes along and says something then it is true and
that is what people believe.

In a nutshell the gospel is that we are made in the image of
God. We have chosen to reject God which has led to internal
brokenness. Our primary need is for reconciliation with God:
not a boosted self-confidence or internal strength or
separating ourselves from the influences of this world. We
don’t have what we need within us. We need Jesus Christ
and it is through his death and resurrection that we can be
made whole. As we trust in Jesus Christ we can know a hope
for the future that transcends death and this broken world.

2.  We are called to be faithful in service

Philippians 2:17 .1 Theses 1:3 also Eph 6:21, Col 1:7, 4:7,9
Jesus tells the parable of an employer, who goes away and
needs to trust his business and his family to one of his
workers. If the employee does a good job, and is faithful in
his service then he will entrust him with more. But if he
come back and finds a mess then he is likely to be given the
sack for his lack of faithfulness. Matthew 24:45

What does it look like to be faithful in service? What is
service? In a sense service is all we do for God. Our work
could be serving God, or it could be just something we do to
get money. But if we see our work as service to God then
we are called to serve faithfully. That means working hard,
as if we are working to God. It means being on time and
punctual. It means doing the very best job that we can.

Our service to God might be in a ministry of some kind.
Faithfulness is about being reliable, about turning up
prepared. Itis about giving it our best. It is about not giving
up when we feel a bit tired or frustrated or when one of the
team members does something that hurts us.;

3. We are called to be faithful in suffering. Heb
10:32-36

There are going to be times of suffering in our lives. In some
countries this is a result of persecution. But we are all going
to walk through times of sickness and hardship. The
temptation in these times is to give up on God.  We think if
God really loved me, he would not let this happen. If God
loved me, he would answer my prayer to get me out of this
mess. We can lose confidence in God. We can begin to
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doubt God. Sometimes we can even think well God, seeing
as you not looking after me, | am going to do something
wrong just to spite you.  What this does is hurt ourselves.

We can get hurt by other Christians and the temptation is to
give up. | am not going back to church. | am not going to
pray. In our hurt and anger we turn away from God.

In suffering we are called to be faithful. What does this look
like? It means we keep looking to God. It means we keep
reading the Word. It means we keep fellowshipping with
Christians. We are faithful despite our pain and hurt.

4. We are called to be faithful in marriage Heb 13:4

This is also one of the qualities we are to seek in those in
church leadership. 1 Timothy 3:2,11,12. Titus 1:6

When we got married, we made vows. For better or worse,
for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health. But today
these vows are often seen as conditional. We remain
faithful while my needs are being met. We remain faithful
while | feel fulfilled.  The expectation today is that
faithfulness in marriage in conditional upon our happiness.
But if for any reason we are not happy, we are free to leave.

The marriage covenant mirrors the covenant that God has
made with us. It is not a conditional covenant but an
unconditional one. Men are called to love their wives as
Christ loved the church.  How did Christ love the church?
He laid down his life for the church. We are called to
submit to one another. The context of the passage about
women submitting to men in marriage is the verse to submit
to one another.  This is not a male female dominance issue.
This is one of mutual submission to each other and to the
Lord. Eph.5:21-33

When marriages fail, the primary reason will be due to a lack
of faithfulness. Maybe one person will have an affair. But
an affair is often only a symptom of something much deeper.
It means that actually we have stopped being faithful in
putting the other person first.  We have become focussed
on ourselves — that we don’t feel loved, or supported or
honoured.

God'’s call is to be faithful to the spouse he has given you.
They are God’s gift to you, and your job is to love them,
irrespective to what they do.  (just to clarify, | am not
suggesting you stay in an abusive relationship)

5. We are called to be faithful in obedience

John 8:31 Jesus said all the teachings of the law could be
summed up in love the Lord your God with all your heart,
soul, mind and spirit and love your neighbour as yourself. He
then added a new commandment Love one another as |
have loved you. The standard of love is now not how much
we love ourselves but how much Jesus has loved us.

The trouble is loving people is hard work. People let us
down and hurt us and annoy us. So sometimes it is easier

just to give up on loving people. Esp. people who are
different from ourselves. Or people who are hard work.

We are called to keep on loving and to be faithful in loving.
Jesus said this is what sets us apart as Christians. Christians
are faithful to my teachings. We are committed to keep on
loving - day in and day out -to people we might find
challenging or to people who think differently from us.

The word | sensed God say was Call my people to be faithful.
Today | have shown you five areas God Word calls us to be
faithful in. Faithful to the gospel. Faithful in service.
Faithful in suffering. Faithful in our marriages. Faithful in
obedience. If | have heard right, then God is speaking to us
about some of these things
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REFLECTION + DISCUSSION

1. Tell the group about the most unreliable thing you have
ever owned.

2. When God is described as faithful, what comes to
mind for you?

3. Do you think faithfulness is less valued in our society
than it was 60 years ago in our Why or why not?

4.  Who for you best embodies Christian faithfulness?

5. Which area of the 5 would you say is the hardest for
you to be faithful in?

6.  Which area do you think we as a church are least
faithful in?

7. What do you think would encourage us to grow in
faithfulness?

8. Was there one area of the 5 that God spoke to you
about? What do you need to do as a result? How
can others in the group help you grow in this area?

CENTRAL BAPTIST


http://www.icbc.org.nz/

