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THOSE WEIRD LITTLE OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS - NAHUM

The Purpose of Nahum was twofold. (1) To
pronounce God'’s judgement on Nineveh (Assyrian
Empires largest city) (2) To comfort Judah with the
promise they would be released from the
oppression they were experiencing under Assyria.
A Brief Overview: Ch 1 Portrays God’s anger at
the city of Nineveh. He is an all-powerful God who
does not let the guilty go unpunished. He
promises Judah that their oppression will end. A
day of reckoning is coming! Ch 2 depicts the fall
of Nineveh. Ch 3: Continues to focus on the Lord’s
judgement, highlighting Nineveh’s cruelty and
deceptive influence on other nations; it finishes
with the prediction of its ultimate destruction and
the joy of those nations who have suffered from
their cruelty and oppression. Despite the darkness
& resounding finality of this oracle, God gives
encouragement to the Judean people & promises
to hold on to. Nahum Ch1:vs7,13 & 15 (Look up)
Who was Nahum? A prophet from Elkosh in the
Southern Kingdom of Judah from 663-612BC. His
ministry began sixty years after the northern
kingdom of Israel was conquered by the Assyrian
empire. Nahum’s ministry covered the reign of
two successive Kings of Judah, King Manasseh and
his son King Amon. Both did evil in the eyes of the
Lord, openly defying God with pagan practices
and persecuting their people. Under their rule
Judah took on the idolatrous customs of Assyria.
Despite Judah’s evil, Nahum’s message of
judgement was not for them but for the Assyrian
city of Nineveh! Now this was not the first time
that God had sent a message warning the city of
pending judgement, 100 years earlier God sent
Jonah. You may recall this well-known story and
Jonah’s reluctance to warn the Assyrians which
saw him spend a few days in the belly of a whale
having an attitude adjustment. Our God of second
chances offered Nineveh a chance to change their
ways. They heard Jonah’s message, repented, &
God withheld his judgement. However, one
hundred years later the Assyrians had returned to
their cruel and sadistic ways, conquering the
northern kingdom of Israel and lording their
power over Judah in the south so God sends
Nahum to give this vision of God’s pending
judgement again. | think to understand why God
sought to destroy this nation we need to realise

how renown the Assyrians were for their cruelty,
torture and oppression. For 250 years, Assyria was
a strong military power bent on conquest.
Countries that opposed them were decimated.
Archaeological evidence has been found,
providing vivid images of their brutality, including
dismembering (mainly hand amputations),
decapitating, impaling, and burning of their
victims." They plundered wealth, killed the men,
raped the women and killed babies

or children, showing no mercy! Leaders that did
not submit to Assyrian rule had their tongues cut
out so they couldn’t beg for mercy and were then
skinned alive. Their bodies were placed on stakes
along the roads to send a clear message to other
towns what would happen if they resisted. The
vassal nations that submitted to them (of which
Judah was one) were oppressed by the Assyrians
and required to pay exorbitant taxes for the
privilege of not being taken over. Some nations
became so poor many starved. So, you can see
that Nahum’s prophecy would have been
significant for the people of Judah, who would
have needed encouragement in the face of the
oppression they experienced at the hand of their
Assyrian neighbours. This may help us better
understand God’s heart in this judgement.
Characteristics of God: Nahum 1: 2-3 Look up
GOD IS JEALOUS AND AVENGING: These may be
surprising terms to associate with God and they
can really challenge our safe, suburban, 21
century spirituality”. But God has never hidden
the fact that he is a jealous God (see Exodus 20:5
& Deut 5:9) In Nahum, God’s vengeance is a
reaction to circumstances. His wrath & judgement
a response to the cries of those brutally martyred
or unfairly oppressed. Let’s push pause on the
judgement of Nineveh & apply this principle of
justice in our own lives. What happens if you are
wronged in some way; treated unfairly; betrayed
by a friend, or the church. What happens if your
husband or wife leave you or a loved one is killed
by a drunk driver. The natural response is to take
revenge. But God commands us, as hard as this is,
to forgive and trust God for the outcome. Romans
12:19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but
leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is
mine to avenge; | will repay,” says the Lord. God is
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a God of justice, a righteous judge. He doesn’t
need to ponder who is right or wrong because he
knows the hearts, minds & motives of all people
and he is the perfect judge. Getting back to the
judgement of Nineveh, God is finally settling the
heartfelt cry for justice from those murdered,
tortured or oppressed. A day of reckoning had
come! (2) GOD IS SLOW TO ANGER and delays
punishment of the wicked in the hope of their
repentance. The purpose of his anger is not
punishment but restoration. His heart is that
these people will turn from their wicked ways.
Although there is no call for repentance in the
book of Nahum, like in Jonah, the very fact that
God sent this vision to Nahum to warn them gives
the Assyrians the chance to repent and change
their ways. At some stage there needs to be a
reckoning & justice needs to be served. God had
already waited 100 years after his first warning
and then he waited a further 50 years after
Nahum’s prophesy before Nineveh was
completely destroyed in the hands of the
Babylonians! That’s 150 years of being slow to
anger but eventually their time was up!

(3) GOD IS GREAT IN POWER: Assyria may have
been the world superpower of the day but God is
all powerful and the ultimate superpower. It is so
easy for us to humanize God and put him in a box
but if there is one other dominant theme in this
book it is that God is sovereign and all powerful.
Look up Nahum Ch1. If we look back, we can see
the rise & fall of world empires, the Assyrians,
Babylonians, Persians, Romans! Step ahead 1900
years & you have Nazi Germany, then USA & now
maybe China! Empires come and go but God
remains sovereign and all powerful.

What does Nahum say to us in the 21 century?
It serves as an example, both then & now that
God does not take evil or sin lightly & all of us will
have to give an account. Itis hard to see an evil
empire like Assyria given so much grace & then
turn right back around to embrace their sinful &
destructive past. However, before we get too
self-righteous, how many times do we do the
same. We may not have led an army to burn cities
or slaughter people, but we still have sin living
inside us. This rebellious cancer seeps into every
part of our being & causes us to embrace God'’s
forgiveness one day and go right back to our sinful
behaviour the next. This is the battle of our flesh
we fight every day. However, at the same time,
we see God’s underlying heart to show mercy to

his people. In the OT through the prophets & in
the NT through Jesus. Biblical scholars have
highlighted a very interesting comparison in Isaiah
61:1-2 and Luke 4:18-20 (look up). Interestingly
Jesus never mentioned the day of God’s anger
against their enemies & Jesus went on to pay the
price for our sin. Romans 5:8-9 (NIV) Look up.
Just as Nahum prophesied that the day of pending
judgement was near —we too are told in the NT
that there will be a day of reckoning. Romans
14:12. Jesus is called our Saviour because belief in
him saves us from judgement. To those who know
Jesus personally as their Saviour judgement has
been dealt with at the cross; to those who don’t
know Him there is a very different outcome.

To conclude - prophetic books are not here to
scare us — they are here to prepare us. What
should we do differently in light of Nahum’s
message? | challenge you with two things; (1)
Many of us have friends, family, acquaintances
and even enemies that don’t know of God’s love,
grace and mercy. Stand in the gap for them —
PRAY FOR THEM. Ask God for opportunities for
divine encounters and gracious conversations. If
you don’t feel comfortable having conversations |
recommend “God Space - Where Spiritual
Conversations Happen Naturally.” by Doug
Pollock. And “Just Walk Across the Room” by Bill
Hybels (2) We need to encourage one another as
we run with endurance the race God has set
before us. Hebrews 12:1-2 (Look up) Our purpose
in meeting on a Sunday is not to sit and be
entertained but to worship God and encourage
one another. It’s better to journey together than
struggle alone.
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REFLECTION + DISCUSSION

1. If you knew tomorrow you will stand before

God, what would you do differently today?

Discuss the 3 characteristics of God listed;

Discuss other characteristics of God.

How do we put God in a box?

Has God ever graciously changed your

attitude or perspective like he did Jonah's?

Do you find it hard to pray for your enemies?

7. “Sometimes we need to be challenged to
grow” Discuss this statement.
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