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                  GOD AND POLITICS (AND TWO REFERENDUMS)  

 

The mix of religion and politics has always been an uneasy 

one.     

#  The Roman emperors  by  the end of the New Testament   

were very wary of Christianity and bought persecution.                                        

#  Constantine, the 3rd century Roman emperor converted to 

Christianity, the church has become the State religion.  (381)     

# In the Middle ages many monarchs saw they had the  divine 

right to rule both the state and have influence in  church.   # 

Catholics believed the Pope had the ultimate authority  over 

the church, and indirectly the state.                                                 

# Martin Luther began in the reformation to try to separate  

the state from Christianity.                                                                    

# King Henry the 8th didn’t like the church interfering in his 

marriage plans so broke with the Catholic church to set up 

the Church of England.                                                                              

# By that late 18th century there had been a significant 

change in Britain, so that all religious groups were treated 

equally before the law.  

#  Settlers came to NZ came from England, Scotland and 

Ireland and  no group large enough to be the state church.                 

#   Christianity had a profound influence on the Treaty of 

Waitangi.                                                                                                         

#  In late 1880’s the Baptist Union strongly pushed for 

prohibition of Alcohol.   However the Catholic church 

encouraged it’s members to vote against it, as worried about 

their  communion wine.                                                                                         

#  In the 1930’s the Ratana church was strong and held  all 

four Maori seat and held the balance of power between 

National and Labour.                                                                                                    

#  1980s.  Christian Heritage Party and NZ Future party got 

4.3% of the vote.   But in 1996  Graeme Cahill’s fall from 

grace destroyed any credibility of Christian party.     There 

was also the Homosexual reform bill which caused huge 

debate about religion and politics.                                                     

# 2003  Brian Tamaki and the Destiny Party claimed  that they 

would be in Govt. and failed to do so.      

Of course over that time there have been many Christian 

politicians, who have been powerful influences for good 

within their parties.       Some have been openly Christian, 

others more circumspect in proclaiming their faith.       

A Core belief of Baptists historically has been the separation 

of state and church.    Of course many  commentators today 

would say that the church should also stay out of politics.        

What does the Bible say about Govt and its role   ?                3 

key passages.     Rom 13:1-7    1 Peter 2:13-19  1 Tim 2:1-4 

God is sovereign.   He  Rules over all and has the power to 

pull down kings and kingdoms.   Psalms.    75:7  

God has instituted  the role of government.   Their authority 

is not determined by their morals.  Romans 13:1    

Governments are answerable to God.                                            

Romans 13:6  Matthew 22:15-22    Pilate.   John 19:11.    

Form of Government       The Bible makes no comment but 

one could make a case for democracy.     All government 

systems,   church systems of governance are flawed because 

they are made up of sinners.      In Judges there is  chaos with 

no government.    Some is better than none! 

Purpose:    To enable citizens to lead a peaceful and quiet 

life.  In the OT law for Jews  there was a  strong bias to look 

after those who are weak.     Some would say the those in 

need are to be looked after first by family and then the 

church.   But the OT prophets are very strong on idea of 

justice.      

What is our responsibility towards Government?  

Prophetic Voice:    If we ignore the OT prophets, then we  

could see the church’s role as just spiritual.   But if we see the 

kingdom as embracing all of life, then we need to regain a 

prophetic voice.   That is,  we need to  speak the call of the 

OT prophets for a world of justice.   

Some of the key theological issues    

1.  Dignity of human life.   

2. Human rights and responsibilities.       

3.  Call to family and community.   

4. The dignity of work and the rights of workers.       

5. The bias towards the poor;    

6. Care for the earth;    

7. Justice and charity      not either or.   

Respect and Obey:    Kiwi’s are not very good at respecting 

authority.    We have over the years developed a deep 

suspicion of all those in role of authority.   (sometimes with 

good cause)   But we have to be very careful as Christians.   

Authority is appointed by God.        There is debate around 

civil disobedience and overthrowing say a dictator.   We are 

called to disobey is in clear conflict with God.   Ie Acts 5:29   

Daniel 6 

Pray For those in leadership.    I think we would generally 

complain more than we pray.    

Influence:   ie   Salt and light.    Variety of ways we can do 

this.   In Democratic society, we have the opportunity  to be 

in the public square, to protest, vote and submit   

We need to be in the political environment.    

# to support those Christians who enter what is very difficult 

 place to be today.                                                                               

#  to pray for our leaders                                                                  

#  to be salt and light                                                                        

#  to be a prophetic voice.     



 

This year we have two referendums 

1. Christians hold different views on both these 

referendum issues.   We are not good at respecting 

different views, listening well, and loving those who hold 

them.   We tend to label and insult.   

2. We need to understand both or all sides of an issue.      

Prov.   18:17.   we often are too lazy to do this.     

3. The law does not change people’s hearts.   We can’t 

legislate our views on people who do not want them 

4. We also have to be careful with law that we don’t create 

double standards.      

End of life Choice bill 

The Act gives people with a terminal illness the option of 
requesting assisted dying.   Parliament passed the End of Life 
Choice Act, but it has not come into force. The Act will only 
come into force if more than 50% of voters in the referendum 
vote 'Yes'. 

What are the Theological Issues here?  Christians who 

oppose this Bill would point to two issues.    

Sanctity of life.    Believing in the sanctity of life means 

believing the human life is different from other life forms.    

Christians believe humans are created in the image of God.   

Gen 1:27 says that God breathed life into the man,  which he 

did not do for other life forms.     Human life belongs to God, 

and he only is in charge of  the giving and taking of that life.    

Do not kill  Exodus 20:13.  We are commanded not to take 

life because life is given and sustained by God, and every 

human life is made in the image of God.   

Christians who are for this point to one key issue.  

Compasssion.    Jesus golden rule was that we treat others, as 

we would wish to be treated ourselves.   Therefore, if a 

person’s suffering is so great that they repeatedly ask to die, 

but we refuse that request, how are we acting with 

compassion, which is central to the Christian faith?    

Wider issues.    

 Will passing this law make suicide a more acceptable 

option when someone is suffering mental anguish.    

How can we oppose suicide on one hand and yet 

promote assisted dying on the other hand 

 It will be very difficult to stop people coming under 

pressure from others 

 Where is the issue of mental health in the safeguards?    

These websites give articles from a Christian perspective both 

for and against assisted dying.   

https://www.hospicesouthland.org.nz/index.php?page=2065 

https://www.hospice.org.nz/resources/end-of-life-choice-

act-our-concerns/euthanasia-in-canada-a-cautionary-tale/ 

https://rejectassistedsuicide.org.nz/vote-no-2020/ 

https://www.cmf.org.uk/resources/publications/content/?co

ntext=article&id=26093 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2009/j

ul/09/assisted-dying-christianity-religion 

https://www.dignityindying.org.uk/blog-post/christian-case-

assisted-dying/ 

https://euthanasiadebate.org.nz/ 

Cannabis Legalisation and Control Bill    not yet been passed.    

The proposed Bill sets out a way for the Government to 
control and regulate cannabis. This regulatory model covers 
how people can produce, supply, or consume cannabis. The 
Bill's main purpose is to reduce cannabis-related harm to 
individuals, families/whanau and communities.  The Bill does 
not cover medical cannabis, or health and safety, driving.    

The issues here are more complex because most people 

would agree on the need to limit the harm of cannabis, which 

is the stated intent of the bill.   Therefore, the debate here is 

more political than it is theological. 

Theology issues.  Two. 

1.  Our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.    1 Cor 6:19  We 

are instructed not to get drunk on wine but be filled with the 

Holy Spirit.  Eph 5:18   We don’t need drugs to feel good.      

This is not an argument you can use in a secular world. 

2.   Justice    The war on drugs has disproportionately affected 

poor, young Maori, PI.     So if you are Pakeha, rich, older,    

far less likely to end up in prison,   sentence due to drugs.      

So some strongly argue there is a social justice issue here.      

We know that God is passionately concerned about issues of 

justice.     As a church, we have often ignored this.    

Ask two key questions. 

 Will this bill make things in society better or worse?     

( Remembering we already have a sig issues with 

drugs in our community)  

What impact will this have on mental health 

What impact will this have on wider drug use? 

What messages does it send  to society as a whole? 

 

 Would we  be better to decriminalize rather than 

legislate?       If the answer to this is yes,  then need 

to vote against this bill.   This was not presented as 

an option to vote on.     Many who are strongly 

against this Bill are not against decriminalization 

but their opposition is to legislating.    

These two websites give a good summary of both sides 

of the debate.      

https://saynopetodope.org.nz/briefing-sheets/ 

https://www.drugfoundation.org.nz/policy-and-

advocacy/vote-yes/ 

https://www.hospicesouthland.org.nz/index.php?page=2065
https://www.hospice.org.nz/resources/end-of-life-choice-act-our-concerns/euthanasia-in-canada-a-cautionary-tale/
https://www.hospice.org.nz/resources/end-of-life-choice-act-our-concerns/euthanasia-in-canada-a-cautionary-tale/
https://rejectassistedsuicide.org.nz/vote-no-2020/
https://www.cmf.org.uk/resources/publications/content/?context=article&id=26093
https://www.cmf.org.uk/resources/publications/content/?context=article&id=26093
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2009/jul/09/assisted-dying-christianity-religion
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2009/jul/09/assisted-dying-christianity-religion
https://www.dignityindying.org.uk/blog-post/christian-case-assisted-dying/
https://www.dignityindying.org.uk/blog-post/christian-case-assisted-dying/
https://euthanasiadebate.org.nz/
https://saynopetodope.org.nz/briefing-sheets/
https://www.drugfoundation.org.nz/policy-and-advocacy/vote-yes/
https://www.drugfoundation.org.nz/policy-and-advocacy/vote-yes/


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


